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The Change and the Prospect of the Military Alliance

between North Korea and China

Joon-Seob Kim

Department of Chines Studies
Graduate School of International Studies
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The six—decadal blood alliance of North-Korea and China is now in its
biggest crisis. The alliance based on China's huge sacrifice of its military
force in the Korean War has been rapidly turning for the worse since the
second Nuclear experiment of North Korea. North Korea and China built
symbiotic relations through the China's Civil War and the Korean War,
and since then. most ‘leaders of China, such as Zhou En—lai, Deng
Xiao—ping, Zhao Zi—yang, Jiang Ze—min and Hu.Jin=tao, visited North
Korea, showing off their intimacy to the rest-of the world.

However, in 2007, a year after-thefirst nuclear experiment of North
Korea, there was even a rumor that Kim Jung—Il said 'l can't trust China
any more' to Choi Jin—Su, a North Korean ambassador to China back
then, after the UN unanimously passed the resolution on the sanctions
against North Korea. Especially now, North Korea and China are in a
head—on collision, each chasing its own strategic interests. North Korea's
nuclear armament will naturally provoke discussions on the nuclear
sovereignty in Japan and South Korea, which might threaten China's state
of the nuclear power in North East Asia. North East Asia in insecure

states due to nuclear problems is also not a desirable condition for

_iv_



China's economic growth. However, it's not easy for North Korea to stop
nuclear experiments and its future nuclear strategies, since they are
closely related to its most 1important task, its third—generation
transmission by heredity.

China, with its state as the nuclear power in North East Asia being
threatened by its neighbors, is inevitably taking the second look at its North
Korea policy, while North Korea might not easily give up its nuclear which is
its last means of safeguarding its regime. North Korea and China have
maintained their alliance for up to 60 years now, yet it has recently
experienced dramatic changes and they are going to occur even more
rapidly.

This paper aims to-analyze the alliance of Nerth Korea and China,

especially its military side, and predict its future.

Key words : the military .cooperation of North Korea and China, military
alliances of North Korea, military alliances of China, the
alliance of China and North Korea
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