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A Study on Rating Sino-Korean Words for KFL Learners with

Non-Chinese Cultural Backgrounds

PU-YOUNG KIM

Department of korean Language and Literature,

Graduate School of Pukyong National University

Abstract

How to teach Sino-Korean words to KFL(Korean as a Foreign Language)
learners is one” of the concerns that KFL teachers have. Since
Sino—Korean wocabulary items take tup. 69.1% of the ‘entire Korean
vocabulary, teaching them should be considered as critical part of Korean
vocabulary education.

There have been several studies on teaching Sino-Korean words
combined with Chinese <characters [in the field of Korean education.
However, teaching methods suggested in these studies are advantageous to
the learners from “the. countries- such as China and Japan where Chinese
characters are used. Therefore, it is needed to take a different method
when teaching learners from non-Chinese cultures. Moreover, teaching
Chinese characters does not necessarily benefit the Korean language
learning, and it can only add unnecessary burden to the learners.

Thus, this paper focuses on teaching Sino-Korean words to KFL
students with non-Chinese cultural backgrounds.

This study selected out Sino—-Korean words from the existing educational
vocabulary of Korean education first, and rank them according to the level
of difficulty. A List of the Sino-Korean words for KFL learners is

presented in the study and it is divided into three levels, which are basic,
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intermediate, and advanced level. This list is expected to be utilized as
useful data in the field of Korean vocabulary education especially for

learners with non—-Chinese cultural backgrounds.
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