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A Study on the recognition of an old person in the Joseon Dynasty period

Ho 11 Lee

Department of History, The Graduate School,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Confucianism made a great role for our unified country. The Chosun dynasty
founded in 1932 by.Lee Sunggye's coup d'etat adopted-the 'Eogboolsoongyoo' policy
(oppressing Buddism and encouraging Confucianism). The Chosun. dynasty executed
the policy in favor of the old people | based on Confucian ethic such as
Aechingyungjang(to love the/parents and respect the elder), and Gyungrojonhyun(to
respect the old land the wise). It also classified the people at the age of 50 years
more as Noin(the old), to "execute the policy taking care of the old people
according to their'social position; Kookro, Seoro and Cheonmin(high, middle and low
class people), so “that it-may develop the centralized Yangban(Noble class)
bureaucratic system stably by ..execution of Confucian=ism politics and ruling
ideology with Jinhyooljungchaek(policy for helping the poor). and sahaegyohwachaek
(policy for social enlightenment).

First, it applied Hyohaengjungpyoje(obedient-to—the parents system) to the middle
class elder and awarded to Hyoja, Ouiboo and Jeolboo(people who obey and take
good care of the parents and the old). Second, it gave feasts, named
Yangroyunseolhaeng(party for the old), to all of the old(Kookro, Seoro and
Cheonmin) with the attendance of king and his crown prince, and promoted all of
them by one grade each with Gajaje(promotion system). Third, it offered exemption
from the military service, or compulsory labor to the young people who take good
care of the aged parents by applying Gorohyeyangchaek(policy of helping the old),
for all classes of the old; Kookro, Seoro and Cheonmin. The kingdom allowed the

old without son to get one as Seejung(attendant), among the grand children either



from his son or from his daughter. Besides, there was system of a various Seejung,
by which the old people were looked after.

It operated Giroso(a place the retired high officials gather together and discuss
the country issues) only for the high class people, where the retired officials were
well treated and they had power to discuss and decide the country issues. Giroso,
king also joined in was operated by the government's financial support.

Only 70 years old or more people retired from the Jeong 2poom or higher
position in the government are allowed to join in Goroso and the military officers
were not accepted, which shows Chosun dynasty's Soongmoongyungmoo
ideology(respecting scholars and dismissing the military officers).

In conclusion, Chosun dynasty.-could achieve “the political purpose of reinforcing
the king's power by maintaining the social order at the-same time by Giro policy
through the realization of Hyocheejuoui(teaching the obedience to the old), which
followed thoroughlyto the Confucian ethic of Gyungrohyochin(respecting the old and
obeying the parents).
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