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A Study on Elementary School Teachers’ Intuitions about the
Frequency of English Words

Hyang Mi Park

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Nowadays vocabulary knowledge is an important part of learning the
English language. Knowing a word includes knowing the degree of
probability of encountering that word in every type of text and speech,
which is called intuitions about frequency of English words. Especially
in the English as a foreign language (EFL) education environment like
Korea, vocabulary issstrictly controlled in the national .curriculum, and
frequency is an impertant criterion-because it will_be the most efficient
way to learn the vocabulary.—At -this- peint, if the teachers don’t have
the intuitions about English vocabulary frequency, they cannot provide a
comprehensible and natural English input. Therefore, the purpose of this
study was to analyze teachers’ intuitions about English word frequency
and the relationships between teachers’ English competency and
intuitions of frequency through a paper—and-pencil test battery.

An attempt was made to investigate the intuitions of English

vocabulary frequency using two concepts. First, the teachers’ ability to
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recognize the elementary vocabulary was assessed by asking teachers
to distinguish the elementary-level from the secondary-level words
based on the national English curriculum. Also, the teachers’ ability to
judge the frequency of words was tapped by having teachers order the
target words according to their frequency intuitions.

The results are as follows: First, in the first questionnaire, teachers’
ability to distinguish the elementary vocabulary was high (mean= 74%).
This shows that most of the teachers had moderately high recognition
ability, and that they intuitively know what kinds.of words they should
teach in the classroom. In the second questionnaire, the correlation
between the judgement of word frequency and British National Corpus
(BNC) word frequency, turned out to be moderately high (r=.624),
whereas the judgement of secondary-level word frequency was not
high. These findings suggest that the teachers have better intuitions of
word frequency at the elementary school level.

Interestingly, there. was no significant relationship between teachers’
English competency and intuitions about English-word frequency. This

calls for further research on why this may have been so.
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Al AYstE ZlFel d2EE FAFRN G e A gkt 2y
Katamba(1994)= Bloomfield7} W®l A& vg o=z thojgd "dxo=
AHEE e YHE AL s fdold] HATSE AdEeta 3l
Random House of ‘the English Language(1987)91 4= T & "oJu] & A
gite FAEY Ao wrE, dAAM FFo] S2Ed AMA
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<E 1> 93 A4 x3qHE 84

R | What does the word sound like?
Spoken
P | How is the word pronounced?
= R | What does the word look like?
3 Hl Written
(Form) P | How is the word written and spelled?
R | What parts are recognisable in this word?
Word Parts p What word parts are needed to express the
meaning?
R | What meaning-does this word form signal?
Form & Meaning 5 What word form can. be used to express
this meaning?
olm R | What is included in the concept?
ol m|
. Concept &
(Meaning) P | What items can the concept refer to?
Referent
R What other words does this make us think
Associations Rt
P What other words could we use instead of
this one?
: R | In what patterns _does the word occur?
Grammatical
functions P | In what patterns. must we use this word?
R What words or types of words occur with
Hocati this one?
A& Collocations p What words or types or words must we
(Use) use with this one?
R Where, when, and how often would we
Constraints on expect to meet this word?
use
. Where, when, and how often can we use
(register, P

frequency...)

this word?

R= receptive knowledge, P= productive knowledge.
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22 o3 H=

221 o8 B2 274

o} o] AMEALY] oEE Yehdle EHAQ 8 4o th(Richards,
2001). 13tk ol" wolE e=o] A&t Al hE A okstEvt St
ol ™3l Richards(200)E FH9 H3xel el Al Azre] ol
Holtta gt 1= Eapol o] FAe] A= 17,0007 o FE
2et1 Qrta s=T o] AL AA do] =AFANA I A = o] FFn

L 7
(U

—_

O g4 Be delgu FAh el £% AL AdE Aol ol
2 Wt AT Qo] FuAT BIe] Gof At S\ wold
F2 s g dojolss A ofun] AwluiFe] wolE AuaM 7t
=

Hokati=rl ofis o3l Agel EAld B8 A B}, wolg AW o

AAA o wHAE vEg JEAY WS AR A o
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<E 2> 5719 o] YFE mA o EujE Gol9 X =

Words occurring in one of the texts |1,141 words = 63.4%
Words occurring in two of the texts 313 words = 17.4%
Words occurring in three of the texts 155 words = 8.6%
Words occurring in four of the texts 114 words = 6.3%
Words occurring in five of the texts 77 words = 4.3%

9ol FollAl Bol ofe] e aA oA FAl YERUE o3 5T
A2 Eol51 IS ¢ F U WA a4 @A FH A ey
A AdoARtEE 1,14171(63.4%) 2 ol &= gkt By ogen F I
A A FA ] YEIE ol 313/E 174%9) UAAEE Holau gl
th =S Al el Aol FAldl YE v ®oe] Tl 1657H(8.6%) 0l W
Al A9 A EE avlE wol: 7R 43%9 AAEE Hola Q)
ot mebA o wAjdll Al UEhtbE dAAdFS SR AR e A o
A7 sua & 5 JLBR 950 sgAtolA s o= HAAEH
ojo} & Zlo|Th

Ueo g o)mo] Sty ol of gl ofFl g g dAsE 4
HHE A Foje]l AA| o 3ol 3}e] Goulden, NationZ} Read(1990)2 <
AV 7S B2 g9 "@olE 71X Webster’'s Third New International
Dictionary(1963)el ¥ AFE  Alelstd  114,00070¢] ] ¥ (word
families) & 23Hghotar ok w3 Goj7b Bxodl stgatsoe] & 9=
dolel F= deiltgte 259 AF9lA Zechmeister, Chronis, Cull,
D’Anna®t Hall(1995)¥} Nation®} Waring(1997)& o7} R=ojel A}z
< vtk 1,00070¢] o3& SFate] dishge oF 20,00070¢] o3 E
g8k Al "o gl & ol AL 4, 549l Jo] HIro] gzt ofdo]

_11_
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T 20,000 =2 240000 & olafa AT Al 260001 & AHEE 7 Ak
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b doln 2 ooy
AH+E AHetd 2AS AFAFL Yt F TN oAt Bad
o135

Shaw(1956)% Qd4lsiel Fawh | wo] 2000ME 2Ez Ha9,
Waring  3,0007) o] Ag. uH % 9
Richards(2000)& & el 2000782 o18]5=7F 78 dubdel o3 Zxa)

o AAEEA o] AE FE9 olFE JIEA GgALE B ohe o

=5 ¢=d 2239 H A9 o3 (mininum receptive vocabulary)= {H2
shu| A gre AWk JES ¢l 7,000710,000702 o F 7t dasi, ml o
A Se] A stE AR o3 Fzd B2y 9sAE 50,0007 A%
o] o3 = wjofdtrt ¥ tH(Long & Richards, 1987).
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200079] THE o317k AasAw, Sl Baw os ojmrt WA
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b o] Abge) BE7} thEy] WEel JEdew AAE oHE
& ol Tl 244 At e oH5E BEE 4 5 Utk

webA] ofF MmE 9T srAtel ol off sl ol Fad

3 ARl A0l sty aE o 3E $AHow AANA s
=

=

H
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oy

2

T Rlikol] 278 o3 AAY deAe YL AFE TR AT

3> Francis®} ‘Kucera(1982)7} Brown Corpus®l 4]
F(vocabulary = size)9 HIAEJ  UEhd A8 9 (text
coverage)S FAeH Aolt) 158 500708 EBlAEo|A 1,000,0007]2
o] & 1,0007] @9 d & Hoj 7t Ak HEE AR H| &S dolE At

TR
K
32
o
L au
dlo
/\
=<

M ol8]4%

<X 3> Brown corpus®l YEY @ F4 HAE FHLHI

Vocabulary size Text coverage
1000 72.0%
2000 79.7%
3000 84.0%
4000 86.8%
5000 88.7%
6000 89.9%
15,851 97.8%

1) A4 H9(Text coverage)r™ A7t} Wsl7] Bl2EoA 24 o]3]7Hrunning words) ZFA|sH=
H]$(a proportion of the running words in a written or spoken text) <=3t}
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2.2.2 93] ¥ X (Frequency)

ojgtal & = AUt} o= WIEF7E oWl ofF o] 7Hd HIMSHA AE Y=
Aol thgk R oyl EER 9] (range)?oll W HEE FojA o3
5 AdE &olatAl str] wiwolth. 1 FollA 7P LAl aRlE o
3] H5L& West(1953)2] General Service Listo]t}. Z+= 5,000,0007f¢] =
2 ©@o]E FolA HlX(frequency)®t B9 (range)oll ¢ Zbske] 2,0007] <
ARE Goj S HE=3k-gklal RIET) 2,00071<] 1% 7hE 1,20074

o =97 = ¢ 9o} 7|EA o7 & uwtEolx IH A 2B 7] X3
o 80%e] AEE BT ek HepA olFNEE 2wl shia
o Aol ZHA i AA AlEelm A E ¢ A ARs @ slol

t}(Nation, 2001).
T2 AHE o3 BES A4 o usfold a4 o|th(Nation &

Waring, 2000). A A 24 3= o ¥4 (representativeness)©]t}. o] A2 o] 3]

o] %
Atk F HA mEsord 94 ME 9 W (frequency and Range)o] th.
v 9o E dAsforrt oH ¥

HEs tyEd g2ey 92 OFoA I dojs fA Hd 5 7]

AN
v
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)
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)
[
|m
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2) X (range)= oW o3 o] Yeld A8 5 =3t} o £, buddy, coold} e
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=
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b
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d A (register)d 2 3o g E Fast Fa 7lFol 2 5 drka s
Ak 1 9 FAAT AHE, AR HAA, thdol(multi- words)4d <]
23 o5 E thejole] on] RIE F pook ‘A Qo o oFsirh EhE 5
T 7 AL ek o] wf 7} ouj o] M= o WA Wl ZRIVE st S
asfof ok Ametar gl
Nation(1990)2 RlZ=g=ell oljF o] 3] HF MA ol gk o3 HoA =
A S AAEt= Fxel ot HlTgo] o3t
FE< 2O 2AdS A v st dua A A, HE A
73k EAls 8ot 583 offEo] A 17200070 off] el E3FEH XA
Fotal 23 2EANA HastA] 22 olfs0] LiHU= Zlolt. o
£ B9, Hl=go 93] E=3%F Thorndike®t Lorged] ©]3EFoAM =

Ao ol & 4 = soap, a bath, a stomach 5 A 2,000 ©] 3]

1154

el M= Edsto] x| ebe= Wb f dnt A, 8] UEhubA @e
bank(5A}), bill, stock,. three, thou == 3l 1,0007] o3 <o ¥E3gH5 o]
AA gtk Aolth 7 WA LAFE HEF o3 EE3 o3 5=

S99} stAvle Han, Ml o A% offE A2d W A% w

s

o ol viekal ) sbEAcksts meo] AITHE Aol A
5z

= Aoz AT 5 gios Ao AAl

3 AHE9Nregisien tolst AHT A2 ol walsl Walel YuslES Fevka Agsa

o], BE WISt ge §oI ole|HE, X A e # velz BATL 4 9t oo A
AECREY N 43 sed AeA S dolg

1) dejslol(nulti-words): & o9 Hol7k me] ofulE ekl #§7t %el(el: get up, in

front of &)
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Engels(1968)= West2] General Service Listoll =% 1,0007] o] %2 o]
e Abe & A 7 AN SR A ARd e B o350

e A gFdhe AMEE T

Fe

23 A% A7

231 S 9+

Sl
u(il
N
>
s
ot
2
oX,
A
MN
10
Ao
N
fatas
S,
kU

&
[

il
e
oo
o
El

X
X
s
ot
M

Aol #AF AFE0] FHE ofF AT A1996); H D =(1997); A<

A& B-5R(1999). A, A1 A1(1996)->

Hom wAste] ZFo AAE A8IE gt 1419258 5707 %

5) @ Longman Dictionary of contemporary English 3%H1995): 84b]e] 45 o] &5 Fof |
Fole] W% o]3] 3,0007H
@ Hindmarsh(1980): ¢F 4,50071¢] o3& Fa8xe we} 55322 o] AAIS F
2,2077119] ]3]
@ COBUILD(1996): The Bank of EnglishellA A9 2,0007Y
@ Molinsky & Bliss(1994): 2JAlAa%o] a3 3000718 4 o3= 115709 4
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AT FAA

3.1.
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nF

JolA AT} A

<E 4> 27 A BY(Fd=E 4 H)

1 E(%)
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ﬁo
o
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21.6

ojn
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21.6

13 35.1
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3 o454 vl

=0l
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59 o] FT7d W
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1%)& AAgen, 43 gle21.6%)3 1d vIRH21.6%)<]

5)
=2 HE(135%)= Eew 7d ode] goldd Aol shE vt

= H&(B1%)E e

£8 Aol Jo] AY A6 L AxAF QAlGE o] FEHS I+
o2 AT UAAE B4 A3E YERH dolth
<E 5> 4 &R EA(F] TH
| ¢ P o191 14 (H) 3 Al E (%)
o} §- F-=5) 1 2.7
29 3 3 8.1
nE 19 51.3
zsh 9 24.3
o] §- Z-&} 5 135
= A 37 100
¥ H>oA H o] o] FEo] HFolga QA & wAZE 197

(51.3%)=2 71 =2 v &o|3al tFo =z o] 9H(24.3%)o. 2 HE o]
o, mf9 zto] 5 (13.5%)C 2 YERYT AA AR 90% HE=e

6) Ax19 dof AES FAshHE oz Fdd o] AlFH(TOEIC, TOEFL, TEPS §)& 71+
o= ﬂ%@ oA WAF A5t A Al A Abgehs g SRS dgalgit) Tk ioha 3
of Al A7) glohd zpale] ofo] AES 5= Vo] iR BASHA s3It
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ojn
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8.1

1 ~ 30 A3t #|

16.2

!

o]

N

30 ~ 60 4l

24.3

~

1]

N

60 ~ 90 Al

16.2

90 ~ 150 Al zt H]

189

150 ~ 300. A1 ZF wlgt

54

%0

°]

N

300 Al

100

37

A

)

ka1, 150 ~3004] 7+

ko
5 A

AP7F 9% (24.3%) 0.2 7+

E

HE oIl 30~60A1%F mwk, 90~150A4%F wwt

o wko] 79 (189%)% 1
o] ztz} 6% (16.2%)°]

o] gl& AR} 47 (10.8%), 300

AR7E 27 (5.4%) 0.2 YERyET
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29 dolni Ygow ol MEAS TASYT 3 WA AR 6=
7 ol m&agel AN E 0709 o AEL AT T ouA A
ot WHAY olf BEEeIA Fe 1549 25 AP oA THH
Qv HEAE 73 wgagel AAR 2EAFANT ok o9

15707F ek 9o AEAE <FF >0 R glon HEX 9 A

.

<E > AEA £ T4

7 e
L 72 gol¥} g3}l T2 Gl wEIA o] AAlE o]
A E 013 3075 157k el 3070 (25 A o157, 25d o] ofd
2o FH7 o}5" 157}
2. 25A% o3 N= &9 A Gold wEIAel AAE 2SAA
i} 717] o] %1 (+) 1574
3. 2%50] oy o]3 Hl% &9 73} Goiat wE Il A
v 7171 2557 obd o3 1570

()72F Fol3t wFaAgol AAE 25 HBHIF EA
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Abgo]l tE Aol & 253 EEo )
o Ax QAEa JYertE Dotr izt T olE & 7 ol
WA AAE o3 HE=xel| YoE @B F 1579 25 A o
Aot e A 1579 FEoldES FAE Udd ¥ wAlEel 2% A
o]3lo] dFdt= @S 15/E n2A At ofel AAE <FE 8>
3071e] o3 5 =% A o3 157

e
'
2
it
M
_\7:1
Y
rr
P
ol

El

<E 8> 7A AFHAAAM F2F 25 A% o F

belt invite spring
bright keep stand
congratulate practice stomach
earth queen sweet
gold smile Z00
A 1574

st th oA W2 1579 2§ AFAIE Zy2~ HolE(BNC data
base and word frequency lists)ol A HIEE ol Azt ths <F 9>

s 2},
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<¥ 9> %% °l39 BNC H= ¢4

=9 % 1% CIR=t
1 keep 50092
2 stand 32899
3 practice 24019
4 smile 11477
5 earth 7412
6 gold 6603
7 invite 6222
8 bright 6190
9 spring 5890
10 queen 4399
11 sweet 4287
12 stomach 2985
13 belt 2328
14 congratulate 898
15 Z00 x7)

=] BNC database and word frequency lists

(http://www kilgarriff.co,uk)

7) ©] Ale]E(http://www. kilgarriff.co.uk)oll= 19719 BNC AF=eA 800H o] Holx]+= 6,318
Mol o] W =907F AAEY Aed zood WIESFE YERA] &3 AtKThere is a
lemmatised frequency list for the 6,318 words with more than 800 occurrences in the
whole 100M-word BNO).

_28_



el
T
JJo

™
7

j
a-

AEANA 257 ok o] F ]

ol

Al A A=

o &
. ote)el

f o317t obdl of

o

=

—

Fol AL
gl
sink
stamp
sword
tongue
witness

°

Aol Rl vt

Al A
o} ¥ 312}

=]
=2 =2
]

o)

=

=
==
TS

d' 1570

final
&

narrow
nature
shower

remove

A
it

.]

73w

-

1

St
15708 =5 A4 o517t ofbd o9

<E 10> 7% Z&FAGA

3
attack
coin
crush
evil

base
el AAIE 15712] o]

o} 1} 31 2}

157§ o] o,

o}

=

Ageld 1579

ge 7%

S
T

ix 11>

ok el <

bl o,

)

wAS) E

il

A

] =

%
o

o]

=N
N

off A M

-
it

o}el

ol tt.

crojol A =

Hl=4mch 11709

o

X0

el

W
o

K
el
R
+
o

olo

NI

_29_



<E 11> $% |3 BNC 9= <99 25 93 BNC Hl: ¢4

=9 <5 1% EIR= Z% °1% CIR=t
1 base 28152 keep 50092
2 nature 18223 stand 32899
3 attack 16549 practice 24019
4 final 14178 smile 11477
5 remove R earth 7412
6 narrow 6548 gold 6603
7 witness 5466 invite 6222
8 sink 4445 bright 6190
9 evil 3141 spring 5890
10 tongue 2723 queen 4399
11 stamp 2710 sweet 4287
12 coin 2552 stomach 2985
13 shower 1878 belt 2328
14 sword 1767  congratulate 898
15 crush 1289 200 X

=] BNC database and word frequency lists

(http://www kilgarriff.co,uk)
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97

Z00
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97

smile

229

95

spring

347

.86

stand

374

84

sweet

397

81

gold

397

81

keep

A17

78

nvite

463

70

earth

A75

68

queen

484
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HhE ooz e AGES Bl Wols queen(68%), practice(65%),
congratulate(62%), stomach(59%), bright(57%), belt(35%)°]t}. 9o wof
S ©olef Holrt Aa dupulo] EAsi yEZ A gy A o w ¢
7ol = o dojolr® I FEEo] A Usts AoE dddHn =
g BNC W= =99 HlwstH 9o @=L practice(39)E A9 g
bright(89]), queen(10%]), stomach(12¥]), belt(13%]1) congratulate(149])+=
8% o] %9 =& UetHth 99 25 o3 HEF A9 AHE 2T o3

8 ai
62 6l
4) 40
104 34 144 124 84 134
2 - 20
A i - )
o i £ 5 E =
bk} ! s o =] a»
5 & - 5 e =
[ans s el o]
a - =
=4
5
BNC H1%= ¢
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<E 13> 74 5AAY XTHEH TF AHAFE AL
It

2% A4 o3k obd ofF 3 HEE A
witness 1.00 000
crush 1.00 000
evil 97 164
sword 97 164
remove .86 347
attack 34 374
narrow 31 397
sink 73 450
final 65 484
tongue .59 498
stamp 57 502
base 54 505
shower 43 502
nature 43 502
coin .38 492

AA 1570
Hagh o0, HAogh o1, Bt 72, TFHEA 36

o] F M =& HAFE witness(100%)¢ crush(100%)2 EE A4+

At Aoz TASEL 1 8 ®e FAPe ot dol:
Z
T
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HhE A or AgEol e ol final(65%), tongue(59%),
stamp(57%), base(54%), shower(43%), nature(43%), coin(38%)°|t}t. ©]
dol52 F2 dold Zolrt &l ¢7] 4 ol EclERE x5 o3
Agetrta Adsls Aoln T 9o wo] HAE ok <E 14>¢] 30
7l o]3le] BNC Ml olA B base(39), nature(5¥]), final(7$1)2] &
o= Plud 2 ool yEua Utk 9] o35 A Hd Aot
AA HNe 95 29Z22 vepd o539 2ok oes 919 dojES
Z% o3 7l o Agstva ddste] F5 oI EF5dolE &5

5oz dEd ez Bt

K

I¥2. 5% o3 Hxs FF5 o 55 AE HT 1YP=

70 70
50 - a0
50 - 50
40 - AD
S0 - 30
20 - 20
10 L
0 S )
base nature Tinal

ol wgr ANE vigow AAl 30709 o3 By AHEN o wolEo
BNC ME4% Uehily the <x 14>9 2ok
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<E 14> 307} o|# 9 ¥ FFEH BNC W& ¢ v
EY Aaw
W= 9] ol BNC W=+ = T
Sk Sk
1 *keep 50092 81
2 xstand 32899 .36
3 base 28152 H4
4 *practice 24019 65
5 nature 18223 43
6 attack 16549 34
7 final 14178 65
8 *smile 11477 97
9 remove 11385 .86
10 *xearth 7412 .70
11 xgold 6603 81
12 narrow 6543 81
13 *invite 6222 78
14 sbright 6190 Y
15 *Spring 5890 95
16 witness 5466 1.00
17 sink 4445 73
18 xqueen 4399 68
19 *sweet 4287 34
20 evil 3141 97
21 *stomach 2985 59
22 tongue 2723 59
23 stamp 2710 57
24 coin 2552 38
25 *belt 2328 .35
26 shower 1878 43
27 sword 1767 97
28 crush 1289 1.00
29 x*congratulate 898 .62
30 *700 X 97
G4 .74 5 72
()72 ol wEHAGo| AAE 2T AFF FA
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919 oA BHH AA W% =9 191604 1091714 &) dojE9] o3 &
@ A"E He 73e® vuA #A UEhual glow 21904 309 Rl
To &3t dolse Hitr HAHELS 64= HluH v yelga 9l
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word frequency list = 9 S (L) N
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Judge 28 368 177 15
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Judge 3 425 114 15
Judge 26 432 108 15
Judge 30 464 081 15
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Judge 13 A75 074 15
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44
* ABAFE 01 FEAAA FAFUT (FF).
* RARAIFE 05 A frelduth (¥%).

_44_



70

60 7]
=

Ar
.60 o)A

50 ©]

= s r
Hola glth. whehA

=

HASF

}2)]'

=

#ol A7k 5]

o 2}e] 35974 o
35% AEe AT

1

+

70 o] ol A 27H 3} 299 o] H]

:rL

=

[€)

28152
18223
16549
14178
11385
6548

o 3]
base
nature
attack
final
remove
narrow

1
2
3
4
5
6

zz
oHl
o
T % A RN
= \d Mu B2
ol < s
KIS N
e 5 Tl
@) w ™
Ml Z K e
_zT =y 4 Y io
£ & %
o A
S 7
oF Nk
~ ‘mu
% Jlo ] o
i Eo ;Iryl AT_ E W _,_u‘_
—_ ‘Du_._ Nfo eyl ‘_W_ Gl ol O
wﬁ v Pl “oEr
IH i (S Y %
O_E — _nt q ‘HL ‘_Iryl
w.m - w H Hlo o v &
i~ W Ty Ko ﬂq% W
plo _ — T owr Mo
T Njo - = — cﬁ Mﬁ
o (o} Ot Ee w vﬁ K
& (a\] o#u a3 Vv AR
SR -
Hlo < EENE

2.562
3.547
3.305
3.625
3.685
4.106
— 45 -

4.22
4.84
5.46
5.54
5.76
6.16

o 3]
final
shower
coin
nature
base

remove

1
2




<¥ 189 A&>

7 attack 7.16 3.912 7 witness 5466
8 narrow 8.24 3.926 8 sink 4445
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