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The Effects of Cooperative Learning on
Elementary School Children’s
English Vocabulary and
Vocabulary Learning Attitude

Ji In Na

Graduate School of Education
Pukyung Natiinal University

Abstract

The current situation of English education in Korea emphasizes the necessity
of vocabulary and vocabulary learning. However,. research on specific teaching
methods for effective vocabulary - learning and the “application of various
vocabulary learning methods are not so active, and the ‘gap in vocabulary
competence among students.is increasingly large. Owing. to factors such as the
large gap in vocabulary competence and insufficient classes for vocabulary
learning, vocabulary learning is often offered just in the form of simple
assignment in school education.

The process' and results of windividual learning vary  according to individual
students’ ability:~. Thus;. this study |considered -cooperative learning as an
alternative that can marrow=the voecabulary gap among students and, at the
same time, enables effective vocabulary learning. The objective of this study is
to examine the effects of cooperative learning on elementary school children’s
English vocabulary and vocabulary learning attitude by comparing cooperative
learning with individual learning. For this purpose, we set research questions as
follows.

First, vocabulary will be improved more in the cooperative learning group than
in the individual learning group

Second, the cooperative learning group will have a more positive attitude

toward vocabulary learning than the individual learning group.



In order to answer these questions, we sampled two 6th grade classes at D
Elementary School in Busan Metropolitan City as an experimental group
(n=26) and a control group (n=27), respectively, and performed vocabulary
learning for 4 weeks through cooperative learning for the experimental group
and through individual learning for the control group. Each group had a
pretest and a posttest on vocabulary and vocabulary learning attitude, and
the results were analyzed using SPSS. Conclusions drawn from this study
are as follows.

First, cooperative learning was more effective than individual learning in
improving elementary school children’s vocabulary.

Second, cooperative learning had a higher effect on vocabulary improvement
in elementary school children whose vocabulary level was medium or low.
Third, cooperative learning was more effective than. individual learning in
developing elementary school children’s positive vocabulary learning attitude.
Fourth, cooperative learning -had a higher effect on the development of
positive vocabulary  learning attitude in elementary school children whose
vocabulary level was medium.

Fifth, cooperative learning is particularly helpful to improve interest and
confidence among the sub factors of vocabulary learning -attitude.

These results:, suggest that cooperative learning can improve elementary
school children’s vecabulary ~and has a positive efféect on their vocabulary
learning attitude. Based ~on -these @ conclusions, -we made suggestions as
follows.

First, for more effective vocabulary learning, we need to design learning
methods that can induce students’ active participation in vocabulary learning.
Second, the specific application and utilization of cooperative vocabulary
learning can be an alternative that reduces teachers’ burden and produces
satisfactory results of learning.

Third, we need to make in depth research on vocabulary learning based on

cooperative learning that can embrace students of different levels.

_Vi_



Fourth, in order to improve elementary school children’'s vocabulary
effectively, we need to develop materials for objective assessment, which can
compare and measure students’ vocabulary accurately and provide feedback

immediately.
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Fun Fun!! Vocabulary Learning!

HE=
= =

6t gt #H ol &
ok o = £t of =
1| agree = O|siCt 31 il 2 of=
2| begin A|EHSECH 32| join S| SHCF
3| break BHar}, njee|ct 33|._keep S x|tk
4|  build or= O} AICH 34|  know ot
5| «call BH2r} MopArct 35| laugh 2Lt
6| change HLCH 36| learn i 2 C}
7| continue H=SEEE 37| line =, 52 MLt
8| cost 7t4 38| listen £}
9| cover SCt 39| make BESLCE
10| deep st Zl2 40, meat 17|, 85
11| difficult o2 41| pick (S mE) Rt
12| drop HO{EE2| Lk 42| plant AlS
13| dry (A2 A2) Zelot 43| practice ASSHCt
14| earth X+ 44| present ME
15| enough =& 45| pull =
16/ famous St 46| push aict
17| fight MHEL 47, put £ 0}EL}
18| fill XS LEF 48| _question 22
19 fresh MMt 49| " quick X b=
20| fruit nig> 50, ‘remember 7| AStCH
A o
21 full 7t %t 51/ ring (_.__hE|7|-) =2t
Het 2ot
22| garden 8 52| round s
23| group 29 53| science afst
24| grow At2FCt 54| shoulder Of 74
25| guess FESIC} 55| smile ojA Fct
26| heart A&, O 56| surprise 2% =giCt
27| heavy BHe 57| thin (7D ke
28| high =2 58| throw HX|CH -2|Ct
29| hold ALEetC, 59 igh =
° ST0|x| YA ECt weight i
30| hurt CEX| AISECH 60| wrong |
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2. 8% FAd o3y E=

| Today's Wordsl | DATE | / [ NAME | | [ Today's Wordsl [ DATE | / | NAME |
No. Word Meaning No. Word Meaning
1 agree Z9|siC} 21 full 7I5 %t
2 begin A| =HSECH 22 garden el
3 break BArt, njee|ct 23 group el
4 build at=c}, =ct 24 grow Xt2tct
5 call Bart, M3 ACt 25 guess ==l
| Today's Words! [ DATE | / | NAME | | [ Today's Words! [ DATE | / [ NAME |
No. Word Meaning No. Word Meahing
6 change H}RCH 36 learn HY C}
7 continue HZoich 37 line =, =2 Mr}
8 cost 74 38 listen =EC}
9 cover gt 39 make atEc}
10 deep st 2 40 meat 17|, 8§
| Today's Words! | DATE | / [ NAME | | [ Today's Words! [ DATE | / [ NAME |
No. Word Meaning No. Word Meaning
11 difficult (GEESS 41 pick (Ed Mg E) =Lt
12 drop =ojcea2|cf 42 plant AME
13 dry (e A8) Za|Ct 43 practice ALSHCt
14 earth e 44 present ME
15 enough s=¢t 45  pull cty|c}
| Today's Words! | DATE | / | NAME | | | Today's Words! [ DATE | / [[NAME |
No. Word Meahing No. Word Meahing
16  famous R - ks 46  push aurt
17 fight 2L} 47 put EO}FC}
18 fill X <C} 48 question AR
19 fresh MMsk 49 quick XH b =
20 fruit il 1] 50 remember 7|edsiCt

Today's Words!

| DATE | / [ NAME]

Today's Words! | DATE | / [ NAME |

No. Word Meaning No. Word 1 Meaning
21 full 7= & 51 ring = (A2|7h) 22Ict, M3} Ao}
22 garden el 52 round s
23 group ool 53 science afst
24 grow X2t 54 shoulder o7}
25 guess FEZICH 55 smile oA xct
| Today's Words! [ DATE | / [ NAME | | [ Today's Words! [ DATE | / [ NAME |
No. Word Meaning No. Word Meahing
21 full 75 ® 56 @ surprise 2% =ajct
22 garden e 57 thin (FH7hH ke
23 group ool 58 throw cix|C}, H2|c}
24 grow Xt2tct 59 weight 2A
25 guess FEZ=35iCH 60 wrong HaE
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<EED> AT HEEH AKX

ZSsu egtd B ¥ oF___ (& %)
* O Fof Thojo| JhY XYt 2| RS o} EE AESA 2.
1. agree - S5ttt 31.ill - 29
. . BN
S - N Y P
3. break - 20 33. keep s &
4, build - Hr RO 34. know - ST
= .2
5. call _ gau 35. laugh _ Zé]g
6. change - 220 36. learn - < CH
7. continue -1 37. line - ES AU
. H&5 . ot
8. cost : ?Liom 38. listen _ é;ﬂ
9. cover = 39. make - 2SICH
10. deep - "ol 2Itt 40. meat - &L
. - B k SAE
11. difficult E 41. pick M2
12. drop - A2 42. plant - =25
13. dry - et 43. practice . GI&BHCH
- BEE ALl
14. earth . oot 44. present A2
15. enough - X= 45. pull - 2|0
16. famous - st 46. push -2
<o ~ AR
17. ﬁght MCH 47. PUt =0
18. fill ) 48. question - OiE
19. fresh AlE St 49. quick - J|AGtCH
20. fruit ;1;:;_* 50. remember ) Agua;g%
21. full o 51. ring - e
22. garden ¥ 52. round - S22
- =L . - st
23. group . ool 53. science oM
24. grow Xietch 54. shoulder - 3O
25. guess &l 55. smile - A2
- RAR . - 0lA RCH
26. heart . ole 56. surprise 30 2
27. heavy - =X0lCt 57. thin - sctbh
28. high =2 58. throw - 2
o . - 2RE
29. hold o sty | 09 weight YL
30. hurt - 22 60. wrong - @XIC
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9. cover - 8o 39. make 2rotCt
10. deep - gojxzelt 40. meat L
11. difficult : ;g% 41. pick ) :f;
12. drop - A2 42. plant =5
13. dry SHst 43. practice H=
EE&t =
14. earth or2|Ct 44. present A
15. enough X= 45. pull - &JICH
16. famous =8 46. push -2t
s & D=
17. fight i}t—;—llf 47. put ] ,E_g
18. fill ML 48. question - e
19. fresh - At 49. quick - J|AGHCH
. ol A
20. fruit ) J}E = 50. remember . Egu
21. full < CH 51. ring - Aln2
22. garden 32 52. round - O M
- 2 . - st
23. group . X2 53. science =2
24. grow =Lt 54. shoulder Ao
25. guess F=ott 55. smile - =it
fHe2 . - 0lA RO
26. heart . Ol 56. surprise 30 2
27. heavy - 02 57. thin - 2
28. high - =2 58. throw - 20
=1 T . - 2RE
29. hold Lo oy | 59 weight 2B
30. hurt - & 60. wrong - Helt
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