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A study of rhetorical properties of Park Yong-rae's poem

- Focused on metaphor and metonymy-—

Soon Ja kim

Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School Pukyong National University

Abstract

Park Yong-rae started his literary career through 'Hyundae Munhaky ,
a monthly literature’ magazine, in 1955, with his works -TA Song of
Autumn,, "Yellow Land), and "The Earth, - recommended by Park Doo-jin.
After his debut, Park published his first poetry collection, "Sleets in 1969,
followed by the second;, 'Foxtaily and the. third, "White-haired Flower
Stalks , in 1975 and 1979, respectively. After his death, the complete
edition of poetry works, 'Distant Seas and an essay collection, TIf our
blue love opens as grass blossom s [came out in 1984. His 160 poems in
4 volumes aren't a big production considering his working period.

Park's start in “1955-ceuld be a turning point -for the poetical circle in
Korea. Literary men-Writers-who experienced the-Korean War sought a
different style in order to overcome the—fear and despair, which became
important factors in bringing toegether a new literary circle. In fact, there
were two poetical circles: a traditional <{Chongrokpa) and a modern
(Hubangi) school. The modern poets tried to find a aesthetic way by
rejecting tradition, but the traditional group accepted the old lyric and
started a new one, while still keeping our national spirit.

Park inherited Korean lyricism making his debut in this period. The key
words in his poems are typical Korean feelings such as tears, sorrows and
sadness. Surely his style 1is different from Kim Sowol's essence,
heartbreak, Kim Youngrang's sorrow disguised as 'Chokgi', or Hanyongun's
lover in Buddist metaphysics. He built his own place in Korean lyricism by
describing his life with private and controlled language.

This research focuses on his poetic direction in use of metaphor and
metonymy. A metaphor is to seek the similarity on the assumption of
difference. This similarity is another name for identity. The structure of

identity aims at the oneness of self and the world and points to a eternal



world. A metonymy aims at rejecting identity, that is, a difference or a
contingency. It denies the identity or similarity. This negative cognition
appears as two irreconcilable figures of self and the world and the poet's
vision always remains on the surface of the subject.

Park sought a new genre crossing the two axes of metaphor and
metonymy in his 'Distant Seas . His metaphorical unity and metonymic
distance are caused by modern contradiction. It strives for the same goal
with different methods. His simile 'tears' for the disappeared, 'flower' for
the forgotten, and 'wind, light' for the worn out exist as a goal and a
motive force directing us toward the world full of life and emotion unified
in metaphor. That 1s, he finds the possibility of soul relief through the
principal of unity in metaphor—in—a society collapsed and blocked by
capitalism.

Park expressed-this desire in his poems simply without any redundancy.
Also, he depicted his objects. as visual and oral images not allowing
involvement of the self. This could be interpreted as' modernist to some.
However if we look closer, his yearning and desire for thelroot in his
poetic awareness, no one could deny him as a great traditional lyric poet
in the 1950's.

key words : metaphor., metonymy,. similarity, identity,‘adjacency.
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