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A Study of William Faulkner's The Sound and the Fury
—centered on Narrative Techniques-

Bae, Young Joo

Department of English Language and Literature
The Graduate School
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study the narrative technique shown in
The Sound and the [Fury, a monumental work of modern |American
literature, among other ones, which has the most noticeable innovation in
terms of technique.

Faulkner is an author who'made a constant attempt to experiment with
literary technique. His-novel is a narration of living people. And since his
characters are vividly-alive; endlessly  thinking, longing and anguishing, his
novel depicts the movements that they make. It can be said that trying to
find a narrative technique to faithfully reproduce the movements of these
multifaceted beings is a basic motive by which he boldly used another
experimental narrative technique whenever he started a different work. As
the purpose of this study is to analyze the narrative technique that
expresses the author's view of the world, it examines his narrative
technique and stylistic characteristics, through 'how' rather than 'what,'
and multiple narrators' internal consciousness, through this unique

narrative technique.



Chapter two examines how the Faulkner's unique technique in 7The
Sound and the Fury develops by interpreting the meanings that the
multiple narrators' internal consciousness and time relation have. As his
rich sense of language is contained in his novel, chapter three examines
the effects that the narration and style through this symbolic image have,
and the artistic effect that the symbolic image has on the representation
of the work. Seeing that there are not many studies on grotesque
technique, among his various narrative technique, chapter four examines
the various aspects and their artistic-functions through the meanings of
the technique and the strife with time dormant in the narrators' internal
consciousness.

Faulkner achieves the diversification of narrative techniques and makes
more realistic presentation by making many characters appear as narrators
in one work, analyzing the internal consciousness proper to each narrator,
providingla symbolic image, and brings grotesque characteristics along.
These effects can be said to have made a contribution to expanding the
appearance of multiple narrators, Stream of consciousness, symbolic

language, and unique narrative techniques:
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"Wait a minute.” Luster said. "You snagged on that nail again. Cant
you never crawl through here without snagging on that nail.” Caddy
uncaught me and we crawled through. Uncle Maury said to not let
anybody see us, so we better stoop over, Caddy said. Stoop over,
Benjy. Like this, see. We stooped over and crossed the garden, where
the flowers rasped and rattled against us. The ground was hard. We

climbed the fence, where the pigs were grunting and snuffing. I
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expect they're sorry because one of them got killed today, Caddy
said. The ground was hard, churned and knotted. Keep your hands In
your pockets, Caddy said. Or they'll get froze. You dont want your
hands froze on Christmas, do you.

"It's too cold out there.”Versh said. "You dont want to go

outdoors.”(3—4)
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I give you the mausoleum of all hope and desire--- I give it to you
not that you may remember time, but that you might forget it now

and then for a moment and not spend all your breath trying to
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conquer it. Because no battle is ever won he said. They are not even
fought. The field only reveals to man his own folly and despair, and

victory is an illusion of philosophers and fools. (48)

2
=
oz 74FETHThomson 115)3 3tF%E ol'adxl= vl Az
He FAA0 FAelth oA 28 ofHAIZE EE uf U= ATt
RojA ‘FEle HEAEO| P HIEEY 3AFo|A HloZ] Mo T} (48)
gt 23 AEdd. fA"o] A2 Ty S 7MRA Ho dde 1
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‘I never had time to be. I never had time to go to Harvard like
Quentin or. drink myself into the ground like Father.

I had to work:-"(135)
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"What do you aim to do with that girl, if you catch them?”
"Nothing,” Jason said. "Not anything. I wouldn't lay my hand on her.
The bitch that cost me a job, the one chance I ever had to get
ahead, that killed my father and is shortening my mother's life every
day and made my name a laughing stock in the town. I wont do

anything to her,” he said. "Not anything.”(132)
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On the wall above a cupboard, invisible save at night, by lamp light
and even then evincing an enigmatic profundity because it had but
one hand, a cabinet clock ticked, then with a preliminary sound as if
it had cleared its throat, struck five times. "Eight oclock,” Dilsey

said. (171)
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He came and ' caught my arm. "You old looney.” he said. "You
want me to. whip wou.” "I bet you will.” "I is done it. Hush, now.”
Luster said. "Aint I told you you cant go up-.there. They'll knock your
head clean off with~ene“of them balls.-Come-on, here.” He pulled
me back. "Sit down.” T sat down and he took off my shoes and
rolled up my trousers. "Now, git in that water and play and see can
you stop that slobbering and moaning.” I hushed and got in the
water and Roskus came and said to come to supper and Caddy said,
It's not supper time yet I'm not going. She was wet. We were
playing in the branch and Caddy squatted down and got her dress wet
and Versh said. (11)

=] &2

ofr

XY= AZE ool HF |l

rr

s F<7kel FA9 A

_30_



itk 7o) o4 ZolE o2 ARE Hole wAl
2 @y, olmA, ofvy. FAE, 2w 59
Se1ge] ouAZt MESE JHE dob P AHe AAS FEHSn

JZi
2
H

et 2R AAZ Wststy 1o w2 £3s A4 "ok
WA7E FARRE ol3]e] 71 A58 dgE] oM dxFHA A =
2 REE ARgED Zaue WIAZ stolg FxAA Yt caddie™e}t U
2 “Caddy’ghe FFoloolE ez om ARt Eehs a1 Stk

eI B HYA S BE Aol2 ARE
2 5 A9tk agel 2
A AESE s 24
W 3. 2o Awe HA Kol %m_

e o Yzt
2, U eeels w}a}zm avaﬂ e e Sel go
38 wehzkth 250 WEA Selk WHT. Ut gHe M= e

B3 9An, dsEE E4E AXY 23 ek A AU
Aol B¢ Aok TEL B stz AugE. Yt SuE g1
aFe] Avrke A RS

Through the fence, between the curling flower spaces, I could see them
hitting. They were coming toward where the flag was and I went along the
fence. Luster was hunting in the grass by the flower tree. They took the flag
out, and they were hitting. Then they put the flag back and they went to the
table, and he hit and the other hit. Then they went on, and I went along the
fence. Luster came away from the flower tree and we went along the fence
and they stopped and we stopped and I looked through the fence while Luster

was hunting in the grass. "Here, caddie.” He hit. They went away across the
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pasture. I held to the fence and watched them going away. (3)
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The bones rounded out~of-the ditch, where the dark vines were in
the black ditch, into the moonlight, like some of the shapes had
stopped. Then they all stopped and it was dark, and when I stopped
to start again I could hear Mother, and feet walking fast away, and I

could smell it. (22)
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She smelled like trees. In the corner it was dark, but I could see the
window. \ I squatted there, holding the slipper. I couldn't see it, but my
hands saw'.it, and I could hear it getting night, and my hands saw the
slipper but I'couldn't see myself, but my hands could see the slipper,
and I squatted there, hearingit getting dark. (46)
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Father took me up. He smelled like rain.“Well, Benjy.”He said
“Have you been a good boy today.”Caddy and Jason were fighting
in the mirror. "You, Caddy.” Father said. They fought. Jason began

to cry. (41)
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“Better keep him there.” It wasn't Father. He shut the door, but I
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could still smell it. We went down stairs. The stairs went down into
the dark and T.P. took my hand, and we went out the door, out of
the dark. Dan was sitting in the backyard, howling. "He smell it.”
T.P. said. " is that the way you found it out.”(22)
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And T will look down and see my murmuring bones and the deep
water like wind, like a roof of wind, and after a long time they
cannot distinguish even bones upon the lonely and inviolate sand.
Until on the Day when He says Rise only the flat—iron would come

floating up. (51)
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I could smell water, and in a break in the wall I saw a glint of
water and two masts, and a gull motionless in midair, like on an
invisible wire between the masts, and I raised my hand and thought

my coat touched the letters I had written. (57)
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Caddy you hate him don't you she moved my hand up against her
throat her heart was hammering there poor Quentin her face looked
at the sky it was low so low that all smells and sounds of night
seemed to have been crowded down like under a slack tent especially
the honeysuckle it had got into my breathing it was on her face and
throat like paint her blood pounded against my hand I was leaning on
my other arm it began to jerk and jump and I had-to pant to get any

air at all out-of that thick grey honeysuckle (95)
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The Shadow hadn't quite cleared the stoop. I stopped inside the

_41_



door, watching the shadow move. It moved almost perceptibly,
creeping back inside the door, driving the shadow back into the door

(52)
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I held the point of the knife at her throat. it wont take but a
second just a second-then I can do mine I can~do mine then all right
can you do yours by yourself --- don't cry I'm not crying Caddy push
it are you .going to do you want me to yes push it touch. your hand

to it. don't cry poor Quentin (96)
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The shadow of the bridge, the tiers of railing, my shadow leaning
flat upon the water, so easily had I tricked it that it' would not quit
me at least fifty feet it was, and if only I had something to blot it
into the water, holding it until it was drowned, the shadow of the

package 'like two. shoes wrapped up lying on the water. (57)
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Quentin III. Who loved not his sister's body but some concept of
Compson honer precariously-.... Whosloved not the idea of'the incest
which he would not commit, but some presbyterian concept of its
eternal punishment.... But who loved death above all, who loved only
death, |loved and 'lived in a deliberate and almost perverted
anticipation of death....(Cowley 709—710)
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Like I' say once a bitch always a bitch. And just let me have
twenty—four hours without any damn New York jew to advise me
what it's going.to. do. I.dont want to make a.killing; save that to
suck in the smart gamblers: with. I just-want an even chance to get
my money back. And once I've done that they can bring all Beale
Street and all bedlam in here and two of them can sleep in my bed

and another one can have my place at the table too. (165)
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"Hit'em, Mink ! ” I says, and Mink gave them a cut and we went

”

past her like a fire engine. "Now get on that train like you promised,
I says, I could see her running after us through the back window,

"Hit'em again,” 1 says, "Let's get on home. "When we turned the
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corner she was still running.(129)
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Rent him out to a sideshow; there must be folks somewhere that

would pay a dime to see him. (123)
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Like I say, if he[Mr. Compson] had to sell something to send
Quentin'to Harvard we'd all been a damn sight better off if he'd sold
that sideboard and bought himself a one—armed strait—jacket with part
of the money.... /At -least I never heard of him offering to sell

anything to send.me*“to Harvard. (124)
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I went on to the street, but they were out of sight. And there I
was, without any hat, looking like I was crazy too. Like a man would
naturally think, one of them is crazy and another one drowned
himself and the other one was turned out into the street by her

husband, what's the reason the-restof-them are not crazy too. (146)
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