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Abstract

A Study on the Women’'s Hospital Facilities through the
Universal Design Principles.
-Focused on eight Facilities in Busan—

Lee, Ji-Hyun

Department of Architectural Engineering
Graduate~School. Pukyoung National University

As the improvement in-the quality of life, enhanced economic life level in conjunction
to well-being, and increased concept of the women’s heath, several special hospitals for
women to care their life span health come on recently, regarding delivery 'as a special
concept not as simple medical care. As those hospitals are now breaking down into
more specific ones based upon its function, suitable construction plans are important for
physical environment. Therefore, the purpose of this study 'is to /propose the
improvements' by  researching the physical environment of Women’s hospital pavilion
based on the “universal - design theory. This study was to cover .eight Women’s
hospitals in Busan; which registered by the Health Review Agency in2008.

They were examined-.by field research, taking pictures; and studying previous studies,
using five universal theories.coming through literature research. This study developed
analysis frame with based on Mace’s universal-design which proposed four theories and
Connell’s seven theories, applying and analyzing previous researchers’ universal design
theories. With those theories, we derived five concepts as comfortable, accommodation,
support, safety, access. Based on those five theories for analyzing Women's hospitals,
we have three dimensional results as followings.

First, whole facility inspection was not a satisfied level yet. Access was the best
among five concepts and then comfortable, safety, support, and accommodation,
respectively. We found that removing a doorsill, roomy washstand and space for knee
movement for easy access was good but there needs to have more specific movement
element for considering user’'s movement. We need to have improved facilities such as
placing a partition and easily movable furniture according to user’s preferences.

Second, Hospitals which was examined in this study, control side related to room
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temperature, light, ventilation, finishing materials was excellent. However, a ward light
system needs to be changed for patients eye blinding, which it was not same as a
usual light system because patients mostly spend their time to lie down in a ward.
Therefore, we need to select and improve for ward lighting as direct and/or indirect
lighting way so that we can provide comfortable space for patients.

Lastly, Women’s hospitals need to be not hospital atmosphere but homely and more
comfortable because they are the places for preparing a birth. However, all examined
facilities in this study were in short of intimacy and a sense of stability especially for
finishing materials, furniture, and other needed stuff. Therefore, we need to improve
interior spaces made by nature— friendly finishing materials which make users to feel

warm and comfortable in visible and mental side.
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