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The Study of Crowd and Power of Lee Moon Yeol's Novels
- Concentrating on "A wild ox, , "Kalepa ta cala; ,

"Our twisted hero; -

young sook Song

Department of Korean Language and Literature, Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study is mainly about three novels by Lee Moon Yeol, which are A
wild ox, , 'Kalepa ta cala; , "Our twisted heroj-,. focusing on the crowds
and aspects of power described in the novels above. As-a result of careful
examination on .the research work done to the novels, it has been discovered
that there wasn't enough detailed study on the reactions of a crowd when
confronted by power. The relation between crowds and the power were just
merely mentioned on commentaries and.brief reviews. Therefore, this study is
carried out on the relation of crowds and power appeared in Lee Moon Yeol's
novels with more depth and detail. The reason for .choosing these three
specific works 1s because all three of them have themes related to crowds and
power. Also, the various:aspects of crowds and power according to different
times and settings are portrayed+in the novels:with excellence.

To explain the characteristics of crowds and power in these three novels,
this thesis has used Gustave Le Bon's concept of psychological crowd,
Canetti's concept of power and Rene Girard's concept of scapegoat as
theoretical methods.

The three novels has been dealt in the order of "A wild ox; — "Kalepa
ta cala; — "Our twisted hero; to have a look into the changes of power and
crowds revealed in the works. First of all, "A wild ox, 1is set in prehistoric
times, when strength was the core to everything, so it is only natural to view
power and the ways of a crowd corresponding in a standpoint where strength
is the main ruling principle. In this novel, ‘'‘Snake-eyes' who seeks absolute
power, pursues strength as a means of getting power. This strength is
distinguished through wild ox hunts in a primitive society setting. To the
strength of ‘Snake-eyes', ‘Storyteller' and ‘Prairie Flower' was submissive,
but ‘Fearful of the Ox' chose not to adapt to the system and took off.

However, the crowd, as a whole, adjusted to strength in a power—driven



organization.

In "Kalepa ta cala; , the crowd and power is viewed in a society where
freedom and reason is the main principle. Tiranatus, who obtains absolute
power by democratic methods, pursues freedom and reason opposed to
oppression and control. The crowd, who becomes used to this society, doesn't
want their freedom and safety to be threatened. So the citizens of Atherta
fight back against the oppression in order to keep the freedom and the safety.
But because of their immature consciousness as a crowd, they fail to judge
right from wrong and they are easily convinced. As a result, they let their
own country perish.

FOur twisted hero; is set in a dual society where it is dominated by both
strength and knowledge. Um Suk Dae,~who-is_the man of power in this novel,
combines strength and.-knowledge and shows two different sides of absolute
power. Han Byung Tae and rest of the children, who symbolizes the crowd,
also react to the power diversely. by resisting and adapting or by adapting and
resisting. Han' Byung Tae defies Um Suk Dae's absolute power, but in the end
takes an yielding stand with the reality for survival. On the other hand, rest
of the classmates 'submit themselves completely to the authority. But when
another authority appears that overpowers Um Suk Dae, the children take a
bold turn and ‘resist to Um Suk Dae power, eventually showing / different sides
of a crowd corresponding ‘to various types of powers.

Following this, the. trace of-crowds and power being. -made scapegoats by
violence, which appears in-all~the three novels, is described. The characters
from the three novels, ‘Loud Voice', Tiranatus, and Um Suk Dae, are all
scapegoats sacrificed by crowd and power. ‘Loud Voice' is made a scapegoat
by ‘Snake Eyes' who chose to sacrifice him to gain absolute power. This is
an example of the crowd made scapegoat by power. Tiranatus sacrificed
himself to keep the freedom and safety of the citizens from oppression. This is
a case of power sacrificed by the crowd. Um Suk Dae is made a scapegoat by
the teacher who wanted to restore his authority and by the children who
turned their back on him when the right opportunity came. This is a case of
pre-existing power being sacrificed by the crowd and the new power.
Therefore, these scapegoats are all victims of the unceasing desire and
violence of human beings.

If you have a look into the significance of the crowds expressed in the three
novels, they are afraid to change the current system and are not willing to
risk their comfort to the dangers that might derive from the change. So, they

willingly submit to the reality even though they think it's not rational. When

_iv_



they did resist, they couldn't lead the system to a right direction because they
were weak minded, ignorant and feeble. The characteristics of the crowds
shown in the novels portrays Lee Moon Yeol's own thoughts of
class—consciousness. Lee Moon Yeol once said that being too conscious of
politics is worse than having no interest at all. He said the bigger the group
who is indifferent to politics gets, the stability of politics grows. It seems that
due to such views the author incapacitated people from resisting to unjust
power.

There is no doubt that Lee Moon Yeol's novels have a prominent status in
the history of Korean literature, but if he keeps his confined views on crowds
he will not be able to give prospects as a writer. Writers, as intellectuals,

should show the people the outlook-of-bright future during troubled times
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