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Natsume soseki and Ophelia

Yoon Jae Ryang

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This dissertation .dis to elucidate two different 'women’ s“death’ in the novel

Mthe first night; of 'the ten dreams; and in the Millais’ drawing Ophelia
in the novel Kusamakura;, written by Natsume soseki.

The painter who plots the ‘women’s death” in the 'Kusamakura becomes one
described as 'a man who watches his woman actually dying in the first nigh
t,) . So, the reason why the 'woman’'s death’ is dealt with again in 'the
first night, 'is to complete the undone subject from Kusamakura; . This
dissertation is also analyzing the relationship between Natsume soseki and
Ophelia.

Considering Milliais’ Opelia. and Natsume soseki in the same time, this
dissertation discovers the author’'s motivation of 'the first'night; and the
connection between them, When Natsume was a student in UK, she was interested
in John Ruskin and *Milliais’~Ophelia. She mentioned that she feels unhappy
with the Ophelia through. the ‘main characterin.-the 'Kusamakura, as a narrato
r and even she doubt on that-his mind and herself are really in same place.
She also expresses dissatisfaction that Ophelia goes different way, not
Ruskin intended, as a distinction between her and her mind, related to
"women’s death.’ However, 'the painting to be done’ problem is the last goal
and it is also her problem though, this work to plot as whole story isn't
attempted often.

So, this dissertation concentrates the point that completed work isn’'t on
the story, 'the first night, related to 'women's death,’ and also there’s
not only the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood style but also the point that the
story shows. At this point, this dissertation studies meaning of the first
night; and the purpose focusing on dissatisfaction and connection of the
painter about Millais’ Ohpelia in the Kusamakura
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On the calm black water where the stars sleep

White Ophelia floats like a great lily
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It was a handsome, pale knight, a poor madman
Who one April morning sate mute at your knees!
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And the poet says that under the rays of the stars
You come at night to look for the flowers you picked
And that he saw on the water, lying in her long veils

White Ophelia floating, like a great lily. 5D
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arched top, approximately 27 x 49 inches. Manchester City Art Galleries,
Manchester, England.
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