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The Study on Adultery Motif of Modern Novels

- Focused on 2000years Korean Novels -

Young Yi Oh

Department of Korean Language and Literature, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Modern society's personal relationship is “decided by the personal
selections rather than by the traditions or customs: It means that the
relationship is established by the personal meaning, not by the nationality,
status, or family tradition. Anthony Giddens defined this tendency ' The
predisposition toward to a'pure relationship' that the decision ‘was given to
a person in the personal relationship. This characteristic brings many
social problems, such as increasing divorce rate. The severe increase of
divorce rate causes serious side effects to our society. This problems
trigger the juvenile problems, defect home matters, and marriage evasion
to our society. Therefore I think that we need many studies related with
the divorce.

I tried to study adultery that caused thevdivorce in-this paper. I analyzed
the adultery motif of the novels based on.-the three novels that were
published in 2000 vyears, the divorce rate was the highest year. I
scrutinized the motif of the adultery, what they expected from the
adultery, what the result of the adultery meant through these novels. I
especially focused on the description of the strong woman-led side
because the statistics office's document showed that the divorce rate was
increased by the women's adultery.

Methodically, I adapted the text Frank Peterman's 'The classification of
the adultery types' to the motif of the adultery. He classified the adultery
as 'An accidental adultery' caused by without prior plan, 'A past time
adultery' aimed at the realization of the sexuality, 'A romantic love
adultery' brought by the emotional communication with the other man not
with her spouse and 'The adultery of the mutual consensus' happened by
the mutual approval. I excluded the 'A past time adultery' from this paper.
The reason is that the case that the woman has adultery for sexuality is
rare because woman tends to expect more emotion than man and we can't
find the materials that dealt in the motif in the novels as the revelation of
the reality.



After classifying three adultery types appeared on each text, I studied
Anthony Giddens's the conception of the love ( passionate love, romantic
love, consensual love etc. ) and looked into the pursuit of personalities of
the novels.

In the first text, in [The only special day in my lifes by Jeon Kyong
Lin, there appeared wife's adultery as the revenge of the husband's extra
marital affair. It proceed as the traditional 'An accidental adultery' and
Giddens's 'A passionate love' at the same time. Namely, this adultery led
to the catastrophe that made us lose reality by immersion for the other
person too much. The second text, Lee Man Goy's [Marriage is a crazy
things deals with 'Romantic love adultery' which focused on the realization
of romance previously missing due to a shortage of the husband's
attention. This is a typical example of Giddens's 'A romantic love'.
Whereas romantic love has the aspect of reflection absent in passionate
love, it leads to .the end of adultery and the understanding of the
sweetheart's wound. The last text, Park Hyeon Wook's. ™™y wife was
marrieds showed the 'The adultery ofithe mutual consensus' based on the
couple's mutual understanding. This is the ideal adultery type'that Giddens
thinks the conception of 'consensual love'. However, this type recognized
the sexual autonomy to the extend it allows the bigamy, it is socially hard
type to accept the ending that everybody related with this situation
emigrated.

As we examined the adultery motif, 1t is that the adultery is out of the
system and inacceptable..in the society. That is*why the ending of the
works couldn't defend the -adultery.~-However it can't be denied that the
adultery is the one way of-the recovery from the modern man's solitude
and alienation. The matter is not we can ensure the relationship as the
system but how much we can communicate with each other emotionally.
Therefore, it is significant that we should study the affection relationship
of the modern society depending on the familiarity.

key words: adultery, passionate love, romantic love, consensual love,

pure relationship.
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