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A STUDY ON THE VALIDITY OF ASSESSMENT TOOLS
IN THE JAPANESE OF HIGH SCHOOL

Ah Kyoung Kim

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to use the analysis on current evaluation methods
compared with the current curriculum to build improved examination questions
and increased awareness of teachers so that it fits the current curriculum.

For this reason, an analysis was done on the first midterm exams from 12
high schools that learn Japanese as a second language in the Busan district.
The results show as below:

First, from analyzing the expression of problems, a low percentage of pictorial
problems appeared, which was lower than half the proportion that appeared on
the national academic aptitude test.

Second, from analyzing the pattern of problems, a high percentage of multiple
choice problems were given. This seemed to emerge a problem in operating
performance assessments.

Third, from analyzing the structure of problems, the number of single structure
problems showed a lower frequency compared to combinational problems.
Combinational problems meet the characteristics of the 7th curriculum, which
emphasizes communication abilities. Due to this circumstance, greater number
of combinational problems should be considered.

Fourth, for the contents of the problems, grammar related problems were

frequently presented following by vocabulary and communication skills.

_Vi_



Lastly, for behavioral assessment, reading was most frequently presented,
while listening showed the lowest frequency. More speaking and listening
problems must be presented in order to meet the objective of the 7th
curriculum, which puts an emphasis on the faculty of speech.

The results obtained from analyzing the structure, contents, behavioral abilities
of the problems presented to students in written examinations, show that the
current level of assessment does not meet the objectives of the 7th curriculum
that emphasize communication skills, speaking and listening.

These results show that the current examination isn’t capable of manageable
of fulfilling the goal of the current curriculum. Therefore, for the purpose of

solving these problems the causes and possible solutions were presented.

First, the domain of evaluation mainly depended on the teachers discretion.
Therefore, a governmental training should be planned for the teachers and
provide them with various data and knowledge in examining the students
properly.

Second, the evaluations were not properly made due to restriction of time and
physical conditions. These problems | should be resolved by dispatching
specialists to support the examinations in schools.

Lastly, the lack of teachers effort turns out to be a cause in this result.

For this reason, effort such as teachers revealing their examination sheets and
comparing with different schools to learn, reflect and improve evaluating is

needed.

As observed in the results, the current evaluation of the Japanese language in
high schools are not being properly made according to the purpose of the
curriculum. Also, a system must be set along with further development by
educational administrators and teachers to make up the weak points of the

current methods.
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