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The Educational and Medical Activities of

the Missionaries in the End of the Period Guhanmal

by Yang Sik Yong

Major of History Education
Graduate School for Education
Pukyong National University,

Busan, Korea

Abstract

Guhanmal ((5§% K) was the period of the modernization that Chosun(sAfif)
had escaped from the traditional society and for the aspect of the educational
history, it was a time of transition which escaped from the old education and
introduced the new education. Considering this special historical situation, this
thesis takes notice of the aspect of how the education of missionaries from
Catholic and Protestant Churches, which foreign religions are, affected the
formation of the national consciousness.

The point of this thesis is to identify the following : first, the background
how the people accept the Christianity, second, the concrete nation education
which the Christianity developed, third, the Christianity’s contribution to the
Korean society, to arouse the national consciousness for people and achieve
the goal through the medical and educational activities.

The missionaries developed the following educational work in the Chosun
society.

First, the missionaries introduced the western educational system and played



the roll of the frontier who imports modern sciences. Second, by educating
the children of the noble or common people without discrimination, they broke
the class consciousness and established the equal educational opportunities.
Third, they conducted the education for the whole man as sports, speech
meeting, forum etc. and the education aimed at the social service.

Fourth, they published the newspaper and journals in Korean to awake the
importance of the Korean language.

The medical works which developed by the missionaries contributed to the
social reform as following.

First, by curing the people from king Kojong(=%%) to the people of the
lower classes, they helped eliminate the estrangement between classes. And
through the medical activities, they showed the humanity of the missionaries
to Korean people. Second, the people were thankful that they overcame their
physical suffering, and the missionaries could preach the gospel with this
chance.

Third, on the basis of their puritanic faith and conscience they forbade
drinking, smoking and opium and it helped the civilization of the Korean
people.

As above, the Christianity affected the whole Chosun society with the
equality of the sexes and extension of the women’'s rights, the abolition of
class distinctions, breaking the conventionalities, medical works and school
education etc.

There were some differences in missionary works between Catholic and
Protestant missionaries.

First, while the Catholic missionaries directly preach the gospel, did the
Protestant missionaries indirectly by establishing hospital and school.

Second, while the Catholic missionaries conveyed their doctrines through the

words, the Protestant missionaries translated the bible and preached the gospel.



Third, while the Catholic missionaries were more involved in the politics, the
Protestant missionaries weren't.

Fourth, while the Catholic missionaries illegally entered in Chosun, the
Protestant missionaries entered carefully after the official opening of the
country. Fifth, while the Catholic missionaries lived with the believers, the
Protestant missionaries demonstrated the welfare to the people, to show them
their comfort and luxury life.

Generally speaking, while the Catholic churches directly preach the gospel, the
Protestant churches appeal to the public sentiment with their indirect
missionary works. The educational and medical activities of the missionaries

would the missionary work in a broad sense.

_Vi_
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