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The Analysis of Cultural Contents in Korean Middle School English

Textbooks from the Multicultural Perspectives

Se Jin Kim

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the current state of
Korean middle school English textbooks with regard to their use of
cultural contents, especially from the multicultural perspectives.

For this purpose, seven different English textbooks out of 13 types
of textbooks that are currently being used across the country were
chosen for analyses. Due to the time constraint, only the cultural
contents of seven third-year textbooks were compared in terms of
the distributions by country, nationality race-culture, gender and social
class.

The results of the analysis are as follows: First, the cultural
contents shown in the textbooks were analyzed by country. The
results show that the contents of English textbooks including pictures

and figures are mainly focusing on the English—-speaking countries



and Korea. The cultural contents of other countries are rare even
though most textbooks try to include some examples from
non-English speaking countries.

Second, in terms of nationality-race-culture, most of the contents
in the textbooks are about America and western cultures. For
example, when mentioning heroic or intellectual acts, the books are
focusing on western cultures. On the other hand, when mentioning
Korean cultural contents, the textbook authors seem to accept our
culture without any criticism and just seem to exaggerate a little in
order to boost our pride. Cultural aspects of "the third countries”
were dealt in the textbooks, but it is not sufficient to understand
their culture easily.

Third, with regard to the sex issue, it is shown that the contents
were mostly male-centered and these backgrounds appear to dominate
throughout the textbooks "although there are some lessons which
cover the achievements of women's ability and right.

Finally, the issue of social classes as a manifestation of cultural
contents, the majority of the textbooks are concerned about people
who succeeded, which might suggest that success is the most
important cultural ingredient in life and failure is something textbooks
should not contain as topics, thus trying to imbue the dichotomy
between success and failure among the middle school students. This
success—centered value system seems to reflect the capitalistic ways
of thinking.

In conclusion, cultural contents displayed in the Korean English

_\/l_



textbooks were not distributed equally in terms of multicultural ways
of thinking. Careful and balanced viewpoints need to be presented in
the textbooks in order for students to form objective viewpoints. For
the development of new textbooks, careful considerations of these

points should be taken into account.
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. language users bring to any verbal encounter blueprints for
action that have developed through their socialization and
acculturation in a given society... On the basis of their experience
in their culture (or combination of culture), people organize
knowledge to predict interpretations and relationships regarding
any new information, events, and experiences that come their way.
The general structures of expectation established in people’s minds

by the culture they live in have been variously called frames or

schemata. (Kramsch, 1998, pp. 26-27)

Kramsche @ A}3] A Qo] 7F &43k £38F SollA A A AHA

7F AZ2E ABRY A9 i = #AAS AAHSI = 7|0 dudes Hol
A ol AL ‘frames’ =  ‘schemata’ il FE23 . Ao P
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ojof tal 3} olsf7t Aol wHe| K= wACA o] Folxof gk A
o] tH(Galloway, 1984; Lafayette, 1978).
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u= u= u= u= u= u= u= u=
8) (&) (8) (8) (&) 8) (&) 8)
skt skt 11(20.8) 22(44.) 17(27.0) 12(18.2) | 24(32.4) 16(55.2) 7(25.9) 109(30.4)
wl = 22(41.5) 16(32.0) | 10(15.8) | 29(43.9) | 17(23.0) 6(20.7) 8(29.6) 108(30.2)
= 2(3.9) 3(6.0) 3(4.8) 7(10,6) 10(13.5) 1(3.4) 1(3.4) 27(7.5)
o ¥ 2(4.0) 1(1.5) 7(9.5) 1(3.7) 10(2.8)
FAR= 3(4.1) 3(0.8)
i A 1(1.5) 1.9 2(0.6)
o= 1(3.4) 1(0.3)
A 24(45.2) | 21(41.0) | 13(20.6) | 38(57.6) | 38(57.4) 8(27.6) 10(37.0) | 151(42.2)
T 7(13.2) 7(11.1) 2(3.0) 1(1.4) 1(3.4) 2(7.4) 20(5.9)
ojeg]o} 3(5.7) 5(7.9) 3(4.5) 3(4.5) 14(3.9)
A 1(1.9) 1(0.3)
5B 2(3.2) 1(1.4) 3(0.8)
= 1(2.0) 3(4.8) 5(7.6) 2(2.7) 1(3.7) 12(3.4)
W7ol 2A3,2) 2(0.6)
oz 2] 7} 1(1.6) 1(0.3)
ol{E 3(4.8) 13.7) 4(1.1)
A5 3(4.8) 3(4.5) 13.4) 2(7.4) 9(2.5)
= 3(4.8) 11.5) 1(1.4) 1(3.7) 6(1.7)
Hl B 1(2.0) 1(1.6) 1(3.4) 3(0.8)
@ A 2(3.2) 2(0.6)
2 Hepd 1(1.5) 1(0.3)
Ak 1(1.5) 1(1.4) 2(0.6)
292 1(1.4) 1(0.3)
Qe o} 1(1.4) 1(0.3)
ERE] 1(3.4) 1(0.3)
B 1(3.4) 1(3.7) 2(0.6)
2lAlok 2(7.4) 2(0.6)
279l 4(7.5) 4(1.1)
e 3(5.7) 1(20.) 1(1.6) 1(1.4) 5(1.4)
TE 4(8.0) 4(1.1)
A 18(34.0) 7(14.0) 33(55.0) 16(24.2) | 12(16.2) 5(17.2) 10(37.0) | 88(25.7)
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7 uj ol st o=
nj=t oA WM 7LE Sybilla Masters, Margaret
9
Knight, Stephanie Kwolek®] ¥l #3F o]o}7]
11 | 79 Fsxtso] HAE Adsta vy W&
C 9 THsl7tEe] v&E 2] #sE o]opy]
1 ARl 7 Bl oW
3 | Shakespeare®] Romeo and Juliet®] &3 A4
5 MA L] g
D 8 A= g3te] E4a3 7)ol #3k o]op]
9 | King Alfred?] §7stel] w3t o]of7]
10 | "= 7A%7} Kim Williamsol] 33k o]o}7]
11 | 971 <9)(idioms)ol] #3F o]o}7]
Aol 9HE o]AUaL AF g Charlie Chaplin,
1
Henry Fawcetto] o]oF7|
F=9. . d8 1A EAY FF SAE Y BF
2
£r8 o
Leonardo da Vineci, Albert Einstein, Isaac
E
4 Newton &3 £ FHe d&3ko] AlFEe] oE
9. | FEIG ok 2aHE V|
ol sk By ] ZFARY X X E AP #
11
Sk o]op7|
o 4 = o] EAlAe] =2 FA|F
8 =9 o4 A X7} Ella Grassod| &gk o]o}7]
3 Al o1& Paul Bunyano] @3+ o]o}7]
Martin Luther King Jr.o] ¥#3F o]o}7]
9
G John Morton-Finney2}¢] ¢1EH
11 |9 sk MFR7 A B3k o]of7]
12 | o9 YA}l #3k o]op]
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An A o] 33t= EAS) dWS ATfstE B o2
AASA sk AT T b A7
o] BE =)ol w3k olopr|7h £3E ] AT S AlFelA

Many people say New York is a city of contrast. It can be beautiful and it

can be ugly. It can be friendly and it can be rude. It can be good and it

can be bad.

ghar Ao, AA AAHR] HEL S s Helwt 24 e

FATHANTA | 37, p56o).
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New York! New York is the city that offers you the best of everything,
whether it is theaters, music, or sport. — Many New Yorkers say that you can
buy everything you want in New York. .. (5 2).. New York: It was the
gateway to freedom for a long time, the port through which millions of

immigrants from Europe entered the USA.(pp. 56)
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ZEA e 2944 Qlth 9= King Alfred7t A4 Ft AAW dstE
AR 212y King Alfreds BARSHEH glo] 285 484 & A
] e A 7R Ee] Adtelth 123l A= g9 A &
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[ think this kind of environment has made British people strong. ... (%
2F) ... I was impressed as these students come from middle-class families.
They seem to work hard to make pocket money. I think this makes them

spend money wisely. I'm kind of ashamed of myself.(pp. 39)
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ExlytA o] 33}ol| A= Korea’s Pride: Tackwondodt+ AlFSoZ HAE
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Ak 12 A= oA FAIEES B AL e Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA)®} Korea Overseas Volunteers (KOVs)E
aAste 2

They have been warmly welcomed and have become known as the
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Schweitzers from Korea by some local people. Many Schweitzers from

Korea a re now working hard in the many countries in need of medical

care.(pp. 244)
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Most Americans rarely take a bath. They wash under the shower. The

English usually take a bath. ..(52F)... The Japanese, on the other hand,
first wash with soap twenty minutes or more. ..(52).. The Thai do not get
into a shower or a bathtub. They stand in a room or area of a

house where there is a big jar full of water.(pp. 38)
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b EA A ® 5otk vk AU R Sk Awe A
M AZE 3 neEdtE s opalgol With 9nelA e &4

of 719lel w3k ojoprlojrt. 1 Foll WAl w3 v]edo] Fal F-FHolA

Filshde] 47k A Fabol me 28 23 gtas Wale] tare

dgolgnh & #33 dEe B oBL 239X %o} 2L 27 4

F de gtk EF AT I7hy dTe] B A
U

a9zt WAz B AW G4 AAS] e SHe b
=

Fushs BR849 A7 P A& nol7at. 134% More
Than One Language®) A%o.% @& @ejel gojzt A AANA AgH

o uge b gl BEEEd S A 3 Uy Fa vk

.. () .. English is spoken by more and more people. It has become a
world language. At the same time, English is becoming more than one
language. Language change is normal, but in English the change is
greater and faster. Why? English is spoken all over the world. Not only
Great Britain and the United States, but other countries also use English
as their first language. The English in these countries is different. Now

there are many Englishes. Let's see some different types of English.(pp. 16)
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upZ 7R 2 DA o] 9o A = Alfred¥o]l AA T Wilfredeh= &
ol Holl oA HWA Hebds siorb A= dstel #g W&ot
Alfred 92 FAddols AFE B BolAn &343 Alfredgo] A
AYE R Sotd w FH9 = Rowena: “I wish I were a man! If 1
were a man, I could go with you to fight the Danes” #}iL o]o}7]3}=}
Alfred%2 “You have to stay at home and carry on with the work
about the farm. That is harder than fighting”(p. 182)8}a H3lt}. o] A&
g4 d2 HAdS o= Floln, FAS 42 AAEd Wit &35t

A AT Aoz do e dAsH FEots FAF 7R #el 7]
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Male-centered attitudes can also be found in words that end in -man,
such as fireman, mailman, chairman, policeman, businessman, etc. In the
past, these words were the names for jobs like doctors, teachers, writer,
etc. They didn't only refer to men who had such jobs. This reflects

people’s thought that these jobs are mostly for men. ...(A=F)..(pp. 125)
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