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Education of Cognitive Understanding and Affection

of Poetry Using Imagination

Son Jae Keon

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The aim of poetry education is to make students enjoy poetry. However,
poetry have been turned away from students in the field of education
because of the tendency of analyzing poetry in detail and learning them by
rote. Poetry is what poets recognize reality and express it esthetically,
emotionally and ethically. Although affective thinking usually works on this
process and the importance of the education of affective domains has been
recognized, the importance has been overlooked in poetry education by
this time.

To solve this problem, poetry class which makes students imagine poetic
situation by projecting their experiences on to poetry can give them a
good opportunity to enjoy poetry. It can be a great help to the affective
education as well.

On the basis of this, a new model of teaching—learning method for
poetry class was suggested in this study. That is, four steps of motivating
processes, cognitive understanding through imagination, the education of
affective domain and assessment were designed.

Various poems with the same general emotion as the target poem were

presented at the motivating stage. Then students were made to imagine



their feeling after reading those poems freely and write their feeling on
their journal briefly.

Students were made to imagine the poetic situation, imagine with the
poetic words, imagine in the context of the poem, and imagine in the
poet's position at the stage of cognitive understanding through imagination.
This is the step to draw the general emotion which is necessary to the
affective education through the explanation of the poem. If necessary, all
of four imagining methods can be used, or one or two methods may be
used as needed.

At the stage of the education of affective domains, students were made
to write in a variety of forms that their experiences were reflected on the
general emotion acquired through cognitive understanding. This kind of
writing can let students know the fact that the world of poetry is not quite
different from their own lives and give them some opportunities of having
an interest in and enjoying poetry. And the students were made to share
their writings each other. Though they were as different as various
environments they had grown, this activity made it possible to enlarge the
range of their mutual understanding and to educate the affective domains
recovering the nature of human beings and a sense of emotional solidarity.
And this activity helped students discuss the poems with the same theme
or materials, obtain the ability to enjoy poetry, and have an interest in
poetry for their whole lives through making poetry everyday affair using
the Internet.

Actually poetry class can be in danger of shrinking when it is not
connected with assessment. So assessment items were developed to
proceed with poetry class using imagination satisfactorily at the last stage.
Both the mid-term exam and final exam were based on these assessment

items. Outcomes of the students through their imagination were assessed



as a part of the evaluation of performance.

Under various circumstances, however, this study was not the research
grounded on the statistical analysis, but a project of a small scale to look
into the possibilities and the limits that teaching methods brought.
Therefore, it is necessary to develop more accurate and more diverse

examinations.
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