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A Study on Japanese Complex Verb Constructions

Shin, Hyun—-Suk

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study analyzes Japanese complex verb constructions, dividing them
into 6 types according to the meaning relation betweenthe former
element(V1) and latter element(V2): the [method-result] constructions, the
[cause—effect] constructions, the aspect constructions, the collateral
circumstance constructions, the parallel constructions and the complement
constructions. Specifically, this analysis shows how the lexical meaning of
the main verb performs its semantic role in the complex verb and how it
is involved in the contextual situation.

The [method-result] constructions focuses on thechange of the subject
in a transitive sentence, while the [cause-effect] constructions focuses on
the consequent state of the subject In an intransitive sentence. A typical
aspect constructions focuses on the action of the intransitive verb and the
two verbs are combined in [modifying— modified] relation. A collateral
circumstance constructions associated with the external element of
instantaneous time, when showing movement, is clearly differentiated from
the aspect constructions. Though there seems not to be a regularpattern in
its internal constructions, the parallel constructions shows diverse changing
aspects since it includes no other restrictions than the condition that the
constituents must contain their original meanings in a before—after time
relation. The complement constructions, in particular, is related with a
verb’s aspect, not irrelevantto the background circumstances of occurrence

of the situation even though it is a phrase constructions comprised of
grammatical relations.

The significance of this research lies in the structural analysis of how
the two verbs in the complex verb are combined and what they mean.
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