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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Analysis of Cultural Contents

in the Middle School English Textbooks

Ha, Ju-Hee
Department of English Education
Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

The purpose of this study is to analyze the cultural contents in the
middle school English textbooks in Korea. Understanding of the target
culture has become one of the major factors of language learning,
especially since the term ’culture’ was newly added to the language
elements of the 7th National Curriculum Revision. The current study
analyzed the cultural contents in all grades of the eight different
textbooks out of the fifteen middle school English textbooks used in

Korea.

The results of the analyses are as follows: First, according to the
analysis of the cultural materials of the 7th National Curriculum

Revision, most middle school English textbooks strive to cover various

- Ixi -



cultural materials, but a couple of them only suggest a few of
materials. The scope and depth of the materials found to be increased

as the level of the grades goes up.

Second, aside from the universal cultural aspects, the textbooks seem
to place too much emphasis on Korean culture and British/American
cultures so the cultures of other English-speaking countries and non

English-speaking countries seem to be ignored.

Lastly, the comparison of Korean and British/American cultures
seems to promote students’ understanding of the differences between

those cultures easily. However, the proportion seemed to be unbalanced.

In conclusion, almost all textbook is found out to deal with a variety
of cultural materials and background information, but it is true that
each textbook does not have enough quantity and quality of cultural
contents. In the era of globalization, it 1s crucial to recognize these
cultural differences and understand them for successful communication.
As a result, we need to make sure that learners are exposed to a
variety of cultural contexts and have a chance to understand them
correctly in the classroom. Yet in reality, such opportunities are not
provided easily. So textbooks must include various and interesting
cultural contents. This enables students to develop their communicative

ability as well as understand the target culture better.
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