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STUDY ON THE NECESSITY AND IMPROVEMENT OF DESIGN EDUCATION

IN ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM

Moon Hee Kim

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

'Informationization’ and ‘creativity’ are two of primary topics in education sector in
the 21st century called the age of shift and innovation. Informationization is a new
paradigm to change the structure of society and industries, and creativity is the
source of lifeblood that  guarantees individual, corporate and national
competitiveness. As design education can be successful not by cramming education
but by a series of careful and discreet learning process, planned, structural,
systematic, analytic and process—centered learning is required. Accordingly, it's very
important to program design education in a manner to stimulate learners to start
enjoying the delight of recreation through original thinking and analysis in the lower
grades of elementary school, as lower graders in elementary school are full of
emotion and eager to express themselves.

In the main body of the study, the necessity of elementary design education in

modern society, relevant foreign cases and the reality of elementary design



education in our country were described.

A design education case of Daegu Nambu Office of Education that provided
design education in compliance with national policy was analyzed, and a survey
was conducted on teachers who were in charge of design education in elementary
schools under the umbrella of that local educational authority to find out their
design concepts and teaching methods.

How elementary design education should be offered in our country were
discussed, and it's asserted in this study that design class should be introduced in
accordance with the objectives of the 7th national curricula, and that it should take
root as a process—centered subject that could be - applied to real life. The
successful introduction of design class will contribute to making today’'s education
more future—oriented and nurturing creative and competent manpower.

In conclusion, design education should be conducted to actualize well- rounded
education, to foster the sociability and cooperativeness of students, to improve the
practicality of cultural heritage education, to boost the creativity of learners, to
realize image education in today's multimedia era and to materialize experiential
education. Finally, that education should be provided by superb teachers who
specialized in this sector.

Design education should be offered as one of required elementary courses that
is integrative, practical, process—centered and self-directed so that learners could
learn about design from elementary school as part of early education. That will

help determine some of the right directions for educational reform.
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A=

A2 3]l M 9] FPAIZEl B8

LY

7bFedt Z2OFo] QoW A5 FAT T o
W5 AAE [ FE ANE | FAAME
1 15 15.0 15.2 15.2
2 59 59.0 59.6 74.7
ag 3 17 17.0 17.2 91.9
4 8 8.0 8.1 100.0
SHA 99 99.0 100.0
2z =3 1 1.0
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