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A Study on the Acceptance Pattern and Meaning of a Folktale about a
Goblin (Dokkaebi) in Korean Creative Children’s Books

Huh Myeong Nam

Graduate School of Pukyong National University Major in

Korean Language and Literature and Classic Literature

Abstract

A folktale about a goblin (dokkaebi) has been orally handed down while
reflecting an eager hope of the common folk throughout a long history. Thanks
to the recent popularity of fantasy children’s books worldwide, many Korean
creative children’s books using a folktale about a goblin (dokkaebi) have been
published. Therefore, this study aims to look at the acceptance type and
pattern of a folktale about a goblin (dokkaebi) in Korean creative children’s
books and to reveal the meaning.

As a result of reviewing the acceptance type and pattern of a folktale about
a goblin (dokkaebi) in Korean creative children’s books in Chapter I, almost
all of them accepted a folktale with a plot and characters. Creative children’s
books with similar characters and plots using a folktale about a goblin
(dokkaebi) were shown to make up for a deficiency-type character, and a
newly created goblin (dokkaebi) played the role of correcting the bad habits or
practices of toddlers or children in the lower grades. Children’s books accepting
plots and characters similar to a folktale about a goblin (dokkaebi) from among
selected children’s books include <Mongdangkkebi in Spring Village>, <Three
Burps of Springwater>, <Youngwung Who Went to the Nation of Goblin
(Dokkaebi)>, <The Last Goblin (Dokkaebi) Dali>, and <The Fool 1st grade>.

Children’s books that created a goblin (dokkaebi) as a new character include



<Goblin  (Dokkaebi) Ppuppu Wearing Eye Glasses>, <Godaero and
Kkamkkaebi>, and <Dream Goblin (Dokkaebi)>.

In the pattern of acceptance, it was shown that a goblin (dokkaebi) makes

up for a deficiency-type character, and in a goblin (dokkaebi) nation that
shows justice, the awakening of the existence of a goblin (dokkaebi), and the
appearance of correcting bad habits or practices, in terms of activity, contribute
to the theme of the goblin (dokkaebi). When a goblin (dokkaebi) appears,
sometimes it appears as a human similar to one in a folktale, or it appears in
diverse shapes by being newly created. The new appearance may include the
school in goblin(dokkaebi) nation, training in supernatural powers, a goblin
(dokkaebi) playground, Kkamkkaehi delivering things to a human world, and a
dream goblin (dokkaebi). These characters may match contemporary
sentiments. However, sometimes a goblin (dokkaebi) is described in a way that
1s too scary. This would probably deteriorate the status of a traditional goblin
(dokkaebi), which had been familiar with the common folk.
In Chapter III, the study looked at the meaning of accepting a folktale about a
goblin (dokkaebi) in Korean creative children’s books. The meaning of
acceptance was different from that of a traditional folktale about a goblin
(dokkaebi). In a folktale, brotherly friendship, filial piety, and sincerity based on
Confucianism were emphasized, whereas the protection of nature, spiritual
composure, hope and courage, caution against greed, realization of justice, and
desirable life in creative children’s books were part of the meaning of
acceptance.

Whereas, a folktale about a goblin (dokkaebi) was shown to be advanced in
the process of being included in creative children’s books, although sometimes
a Korean goblin (dokkaebi) is not distinguished from a fairy or a monster.
This might be because of foreign picture books or movies along with the

introduction of foreign cultures. In order to show the advanced appearance of a



goblin (dokkaebi) by continuing its identity, it would be necessary for
children’s book authors to conduct preliminary research into it.

This study is literally meaningful as it helps create a new appearance for a
goblin (dokkaebi) while establishing the identity and status of a Korean
traditional goblin (dokkaebi) in creative children’s books. A goblin (dokkaebi)
was included in ‘100 Symbols of Korean Cultures’ as announced by the
Ministry of Culture & Tourism in 2007. Hopefully, the goblin (dokkaebi), our
precious cultural symbol, becomes a friendly character to children and is newly
perceived as a being one that children can rely on when they feel at a loss for

thoughts.
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