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A Comparison Between the Character Education

Seodang and Modern Elementary School
sek hoon seo

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

In principle, the goal of education lies in the completion of personality.
Appropriate education for personality is needed at all levels of the
curriculum at school. In particular, primary schools are designed for
holistic education, and these days, it seems very. difficult to conduct
holistic education-at school.

There are three Key reasons for this situation among others.

First, personality education is not possible to be made by ‘school alone,
but it should go hand in hand with family, which is actually hard.

Second, in this era when entrance to universgity is regarded as the ultimate
goals of school, what' is required of school is to raise students’
performance, ‘which focuses on intellectual education only.

Third, schools have too many students in a class for desirable personality
education. The " success - of personality education. comes from a good
relationship between students. and the teacher, but overpopulated classes
maKe the teacher have such as relationship with individual students.

This study started from the question, ‘how can we solve these problems?’
Considering that an analysis on the curriculum of one of the traditional
Korean educational institutes, seodang will result in good solutions, we
began this study.

In order to examine personality education at seodang, the study reviewed
literatures related to the Korean education history and history of Korean
thinking and previous studies on the seodang education to look into the
content and methods of personality education especially used at seodang and
investigated holistic education aspects in the modern primary education
curriculum and compared personality education at seodang with that of

primary school today in order to suggest solutions to apply to primary



school personality education today.

As a result, holistic education methods used at seodang which can be
applied to primary school holistic education include the following: first,
flexible operation of curriculum by level, second implementing various
learning-teaching methods such as dialogue learning, self-driven learning,
complete learning, play learning, third, emphasis on balance and harmony of
Knowledge, virtue and health, fourth, various applying various humanity
education methods, and finally diverse types of evaluations, not a

uniformed method, to assess holistic aspects.
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