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A STUDY ON ENGLISH LEARNING STRATEGIES OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN
SCHOOLS FOR THE BLIND

Hoe Ran Kim

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this~study is to investigate English-learning strategies and
English teaching “methods for visually impaired students. One hundred and
seven visually ‘impaired students and fifteen teachers participated in the study.
The Strategy Inventory of Language Learning(SILL), a survey of preferred
language learning strategies yielded six_underlying factors; Memory strategies,
Cognitive  strategies, Compensation = strategies, Metacognitive strategies,
Affecting strategies © and = Social strategies. English  teaching method
questionnaire was modified from Hong Jin Ok’s(2003).and Wi Suk Ja’'s(2006)
survey with help from. 3 specialists.

The findings of this study about English learning strategies are as follows:

First, female students used strategies more frequently than male students in
all the categories except memory strategies and cognitive strategies.

Second, T-test showed that there was a statistically significant
difference(.017) in the use of compensation strategies between middle and high
school students.

Third, low vision students used memory strategies more frequently than
totally blind students.

Fourth, the adventitiously blind used memory strategies and cognitive



strategies more frequently than the congenitally blind.

Fifth, the students over 30 years old used memory strategies more
frequently than 10 ~ 20 years old.

The findings of this study about English teaching method are as follows:

First, reading and writing were given more weight in classes than speaking
and listening, though the latter activities are more helpful to develop
communicative competence.

Second, teachers use a individualized and large group instruction method.

Third, teachers speak English to instruct or ask some questions. Teacher
explains a grammatical-point in Korean. When they-teach English to their
students, it shouldbe improved.

Fourth, to improve listening~ and speaking ability. of wvisually impaired
students, the various' listening materials have to be developed.

In conclusion, it seems that students need to know how to use various
English learning strategies and teachers have to grasp =~ English learning
strategies visually impaired students use. To have an effect on English
education in special schools, how individual difference could be overcome and
multiple teaching materials could be developed to. suit the student level should

be studied.
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