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The Formation Background and Management System of Wanggongjok Residing in

Japan Under the Rule of Japanese Imperialism

Ki Hun Kim

Department of History, The Graduate School,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Japan tried to increase its psychological control over the people of Joseon during
its colonial ruling over the .nation. It is because Japan judged that the people of
Joseon with strong national consciousness would be hard to be managed simply by
suppressing them with military force or economic power like other Western Great
Powers. Japan induced the people of Joseon to accept its colonial ruling from their
heart. In order for new ruling power to gain psychological agreement from its ruled
party, however, it is inevitable to disconnect the link between the previous ruling
power and the ‘people beforehand. After getting rid of the royal family's
psychological control over .the people of Joseon, Japan _had to" settle down in the
position instead of the royal family.

Along with the Japanese annexation of Korea,~Japan assigned to the royal family
of Joseon a new social position, “Wanggongjok ("EZ3%)’. Japan also newly built an
organization, ‘the Office of Yi Royal Family (#¥+)’, and it took whole charge of
the tasks related to Wanggongjok. Although Japan granted the royal family the
privilege equivalent to that of Japanese imperial family, there existed great pressure
and supervision on the other side. This article intends to examine how Japan
explicitly treated the royal family of Joseon favorably in this way but also
weakened it at the same time. This is also the consideration on the process of how
Japan dismantled the royal family's psychological control over the people of Joseon.

A crucial theme selected for this work is ‘Wanggongjok drawn into Japan by
force’. The descendants of Joseon’s royal family including Yeongchinwang, Yi Gun,

Yi Woo and Deokhyeongju in their teens left for Japan at an early age under the



pretext of studying abroad. They were the core persons that would newly consist
of the royal family soon after the death of King Gojong and Sunjong. Since the two
kings’ psychological control over the people of Joseon had been already solidly
established, it was almost impossible for Japan to remove the tie between them.
Therefore, setting them aside, Japan also attempted to separate the next—generation
Wanggongjok completely from the people of Joseon through its thorough
management. Japan's policy to exile Wanggongjok from Joseon was operated in this
background.

After immigrating the successors of Joseon's royal family forcibly to Tokyo, Japan
faced a difficult problem of how to absorb those into Japanese society. Thereupon,
Japan clarified the social status that Wanggongjok residing in Japan would come to
have within Japanese society through enacting ‘Wanggonggaguebeom (FZAFKififii) .
After that, it promoted marriages of convenience between Wanggongjok residing in
Japan and Japanese in order to stabilize their settlement ‘in Japan and also
disconnect the pure lineage of Joseon’s royal family. In brief, the descendants of
Joseon’s royal family turned into ‘Wanggongjok residing 'in Japan’ by Japanese

elaborate plan during the Japanese imperialism.

_iv_
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