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A STUDY ON HOW READING STRATEGIES ARE USED
IN DIFFERENT READING STAGES

Min Ji Yeon

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate what reading strategies high
school students use in L2 reading at different reading stages. A questionnaire
consisting of 35 questions was administerd to 145 students. The goal of the
survey was to verify what reading strategies students use at different reading
stages (before reading stage, while reading stage, after reading stage) and to
investigate the relationship between students’ proficiency level and reading
strategy use. For. this purpose, the participants were-divided' into two groups
according to their English ‘achievement-at .school.

The results of this study are-as. follows:

First, the students showed different reading behaviors according to the
reading stages. Students used reading strategies most at the before reading
stage and least at the after reading stage. Most students used all three types
of reading strategies (cognitive, metacognitive, compensatory strategies) at each
reading stage. However, they tended to use more metacognitive reading
strategies at the before reading and while reading stages and they used more
compensatory strategies at the after reading stage. More specifically,

metacognitive reading strategies such as ’'paying attention to the title’, 'noting



how hard or easy the text is to read’ and 'rereading the text’ were used more
at the before reading and while reading stage. Compensatory strategies such
as 'using background knowledge’, 'going back to the text to look for the
answer’ were used more at after reading stage.

Second, it was shown that there is some interaction between students’
proficiency level and use of reading strategies. High level participants used the
three types of reading strategies more frequently and evenly at all three
reading stages than lower level participants. These results indirectly reconfirm
the results of previous studies: L2 -proficiency affects reading ability in L2.
Therefore, this study implies that teachers should consider reading strategies
as a way to develop L2 reading proficiency and instruct ‘L2 learners in all
types of reading strategies at-each reading stage. Especially this instruction
should be given to low level students.

All of the| above results imply that readers need to know what the reading
strategies are and how and when to use them appropriately in their 12 reading
for better comprehension. Therefore, it is essential for ESL/EFL teachers to
teach all three types of reading strategies to their students, especially to low
level students so that they can-benefit from the. instruction. Since most reading
instruction is carried out “in._three steps in a _eclass and this study shows
different reading behavior at each reading stage, teachers should consider these
results in their instruction. When instructing strategies, teachers also need to
consider students proficiency level as shown in this study and provide students
with an understanding of how and when to use certain reading strategies at
each reading stage. Lastly, to use reading strategies more successfully,
students need to realize the importance of these strategies and internalize them

for efficient reading.
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