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Korean Middle School Students’ Attitude toward the

Use of Electronic Dictionaries

Ahn Seon-Yeong

Graduate-School of Fducation

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study aims' to explore the perceptions toward the general use of
electronic dictionaries by Korean middle school students. Their beliefs about
e—dictionaries, loekup strategies, and actual use play an important role in
helping to improve learners’ overall English skills.

One hundred and forty five-learners in the third grade of junior high school
in Busan were chosen as the subjects and divided into two groups: the
proficient-learners group and the less proficient-learners group by the final
exam conducted in the school. The instrument employed was the Preliminary
Student Usage Questionnaire, which was developed by the researcher, together
with the questionnaire survey developed by Park (2006), and Han (2008), which
was modified for the study. The data were coded by means of quantitative
analysis. Comparisons of the question responses from the two groups indicated

that there were meaningful similarities and differences.



An analysis of the survey revealed several significant points. First, the
more proficient the learners are, the more positive attitude toward the use of
e—dictionaries they have. Proficient students have more tendency to use
e—dictionaries in a friendly way than less proficient students. Also, proficient
learners believe that using e-dictionaries would help to enhance their English
ability.

Second, less proficient learners feel more difficulties using e-dictionaries.
Most of them don’t have any previous experience to learn how to use them.
Korean junior high school learners -also _have some problem understanding
meanings Wwhen looking up the English-Korean dictionaries. They cannot
comprehend what.the target word means exactly because. dictionaries have
such a vague word definitions.

On the basis of the results above, the researcher suggests that we need to
raise awareness about the necessity for more explicit guidance for English
learners who wish to use'e-dictionaries to improve their English proficiency. In
addition, English dictionary “compilers need to include clear explanations about
word usage or ‘grammatical information as well as a definition of the word.
Finally, positive attitudes toward the use of .e-dictionaries have a strong

influence on language-learning “outcomes.
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