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The Current Situation, and Factors of the Aging Society and
Policies in China

HAN CHUN LIANG

Department of International and Area Studies, Graduate School
Pukyong National University

ABSTRACT

China has the largest population all over the world. As China's economy
has developed, people's living and health standards have been greatly
improved. Average age span has increased, death rate has decreased and
also the aging problem is getting worse. China has become. an aging country
since 1999. China is one of the developing countries whichfirst has faced
with aging problem. Also, China has the largest aging population, comprising
1/5 of aging people of world's aging population.. The aging problem of China
is not only a problem of China itself but also a problem of the |world.

By referring to the related information of aging population of China and
Korea, I analyzed the status. of China's aging society, birth rate, death rate
and population, policies, and then disclosed the reasons of’ China's aging
problem.

Then, I did a further study 'of characters=and problems of China’s aging
soclety. The characters are._as follows: huge numbers of population, huge
differences among areas, high aging speed, high average age and serious
demand of financially supporting of the elderly. Also I found more problems
exist in aging society, which can be concluded in three main factors as
follows: First the economic problems, such as save rate decrease, working
population decrease, financial pressure increase; Second the social problems,
like the unbalance between the east part of China and west part of china,
also the unbalance between urban and rural areas; Third personal problems
which include aging people’s economic problems, loneliness, medical
treatment problems and also employment problems.

Focusing on the problems mentioned above, 1 suggest to solve the

problems via changes in aging policies. These two ways are as follows:

_ix_



First, develop metropolis and construct new countries to decrease the
differences between urban and rural areas, which can also ease the aging
employment, loneliness and poverty. Second, support silver industry to

decrease the differences in serves industries between urban and rural areas.

The study of China’s aging problems have had also brought many
revolutions. China has been focusing on economic development but lacking
the aging policies, make aging problems serious. Also it takes time to make
and perform macro policy, while the speed of aging problems is getting
faster and faster. So some temporary different policies in different areas are
also necessary. And the family plan policy is also needed to perform to
control the number of populations. Last but not least, the government should

support silver industry.

Key words: Aging Society; Policies, huge numbers, huge, differences among
areas, high aging speed, high average age, serious demand of
financially 'supporting, economic problems, social problems,

personal problems
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