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A COMPARISON OF HISTORIC THINKING BETWEEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

Bu Hui Park

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

History is a trace of footsteps and the life of humanity. Thus, human is
history, and history is, human. Human and history are integral to each
other.

From elementary school to middle school where students start learning
history, figures are essential and vital in classes of history. However,
there has been 1little study specified in current conditions of students
regarding history-education and their recognition .of historical figures. In
addition, students are confused of history and hard to connect historical
events to figures even though they' have rich Kknowledge on history
specifically. As a result, most of students have found that history is fun
but difficult, and do not develop ability to think and criticize of
historical topics even after going on to middle school.

This study analyzes the goal of social subjects in elementary school and
middle school in view of the importance of learning historical figures, and
examines the figures appearing hi textbooks. A questionnaire was created
and distributed to 162 students in the 6th grade of S elementary
school(male 88, female 74), and 228 in the 2nd grade of B middle
school(male 100, female 128) located in Busan, and all of the
questionnaires distributed were collected back. The findings of the

analysis based on the collected questionnaires are as follows:

_Vi_



First, as to difficulty that the students felt, that of elementary school
students was low compared to that of middle school students. Probably this
is because the amount of contents to be understood in the class is
relatively small and the level is also low at the beginning stage of
history learning.

Second, as to the level of understanding of historical figures, that of
elementary school students was high compared to that of middle school
students, which indicates that the difficulty of history classes in middle
school is higher than that in elementary school.

Third, as to desired aspects regarding historical subjects, the answer,
"I want the difficult parts to be accompanied by figures and tables,”
accounted for the largest percentage(38.1%) in elementary school, and the
answer, "I want “the events to be arranged in*.the chronological
order”(40.3%) in middle school. It is vital to develop supplementary tools
with visual materials such ag tables and figures in middle school too, and
to arrange the events in ' the chronological order and in the order of the
events that took place so that students could understand more readily.

Historical figures in textbooks represent the eras. They are highly
representative although mot absolute. It turned out through preliminary
study that such historical figures affect values of students and the
formation of their view of life. Therefore, it is necessary to pay close
attention to selecting. figures and contents for social subjects and
national history textbooks, and more specific research on figures appearing
in textbooks should be conducted-actively.

Royalties and political figures, the most of the figures appearing in
textbooks, acted in or around the capital in time. Thus, it might be hard
or even offensive for students in local areas to understand such figures.
Busan is this case. The classes will be conducted in a more vivid manner
and affection among students to the regions will be cultivated by utilizing
dictionaries and booklets about figures representing Busan such as Jang

Yeong-sil and An Yongbok.
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