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Effects of Project-Based Learning

on Middle School Students' English Writing Abilities

Cho, Jeong—min

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the effectiveness to the learner's
interests, confidence, self-directed attitude towards English learning and to promote
the use of English through project—-based ' learning in middle school students'
English classes.

The study 'was designed to discuss three research questions: First, can
project—based learning positively influence EFL learners' affective traits? Second,
can project—based learning help meaningfully improve the learners' writing abilities?
Third, can project—based-. learning meaningfully improve the learners' overall
English language abilities?

For this purpose, the experimental study was conducted for 8 weeks. The
subjects of this study were 43 middle school students. The choice of the topics by
the learners in project—based learning is important. After learners' requests were
met, three project works were assigned to the students. The projects were based
on their self-reported interests, needs and preferences which had to be
curricular-related. The project activities were comprised of 'group discussion',
'collecting and analyzing data', and 'sharing and evaluating the product'. In addition,
they were requested to present their final work to the class.

The effectiveness of the project-based learning was analyzed by the use of

two questionnaire surveys(a pre-survey and a post survey was administered after

- viii -



the project-based instruction) and a comparison of the degree of achievement
among the three projects was made. The collected data were analyzed by t-test.

The findings of this study can be summarized as follows: First, there was a
significant difference (p< .05) in the change of students' affective traits in learning
English before and after they were engaged in the project—based learning. After
several months of the project—-based learning, experience the subjects were shown
to be more interest and confidence in learning English. Second, there was a
significant improvement in the writing abilities of the learners through the
project—based learning activities. The Subjects had higher test scores in the two
previous projects. Third, the project-based learning can bring about the
improvement in the learner's overall English ability. The results of the learners'
project work were shown to be meaningfully improved.

Based on the finding of the study, project—based learning can be applied to
middle school students' English classes. In particular, project work can induce
learners to actively participate in learning - by providing learners with the
learner—centered environment. Therefore, for effective project—-based instruction,
selection of the' topics and relevant /materials and procedures, which were

appropriate for students' abilities, will help enhance the quality of middle school

English education.
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Project-based learning provides an authentic environment in which
teachers can facilitate students increasing their skills in cooperative

learning and collaborative problem solving. (Moursund, 1995)
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