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An Analysis on the Interfering Factors in TOEIC Reading Comprehension of

Korean University Students

Kim, Eun Jung

Graduate School of Fducation

Pukyoung National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze what the interfering factors in
English reading comprehension are among Korean university students in
TOEIC. It will determine whether there are any;different factors in reading
comprehension between a lower—and a higher group.

For this purpose, some students were offered a chance to explain the
problems they experienced while solving reading comprehension questions
through e-mail and in person. All their thoughts were collected and
questionnaires were made with them. A survey was conducted by selected
university students in Busan.

The results of this study can be summarized as follows: First, there were

8 different factors collected through SPSS 10.1 with the questionnaires.
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The factors are understood through several varying criteria: language
factorsg, environment factors, experience factors, mental factors, cognitive
strategic factors, lexical factors and etc. With the 8 factors, 5 factors
could influence reading comprehension abilities in a lower group, such as
with their language factor, experience factor, mental factor, cognitive
strategic factor, and lexical factor. Second, there is a difference between
a lower and a higher group.

Based on the above findings, a few suggestions can be made for the future
research: First, experience factors can be the most affectable among the
others. It is necessary to provide students with diverse reading materials
and practice tests to get used to a restricted environment. TOEIC test is
given in a limited time. Therefore, students should be encouraged to deal
reading materials with time allotments.

Second, there is a difference between a lower and a . higher group.
teachers should consider 'beginners’ difficulties “in:reading comprehension.
5 factors could influence reading comprehension abilities in a lower group,
such as with their language factor, experience factor, mental factor,
cognitive strategic factor, and lexical factor.

Actually, easy and various grammar should be offered for beginners to
overcome reading materials Teachers should offer a balanced allotment of
controlled, guided reading, considering learners’ needs and actual
conditions. Through various chances of reading, learners can read and

develop comprehension in English, rather than interpreting only a few
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Use of context to ) )
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define a word or o ]
use of familiar lexis
synonym
Synonym substitution Synonym
Ongoing

Stated failure to

understand a word

Re-reading

Inference

Addition of

information
Stated failure to

understand a clause

self-evaluation:

mistake correction
Repeated reading

Paraphrasing

Extra—textual content

Deserting a hopeless

utterance
Flexibility of reading

rate

Repeating reading
Skimming and scanning
Understanding information

in the text, mot explicitly

stated
Interpreting text by going

outside it

Variations in reading rate
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