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A Study on the Factors of Changes in the Types of China’s Political

Elite after Reform and Openness Politics
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Abstract

The study of political elites is an important part of the study of political
elites, and the study of political elite transition is a key and dynamic factor in
the study of political elites. Political elites are also recognized by scholars as a
very important area in Chinese political research because elites do not have
sufficient representative democratic systems other than their importance in
political research, making them more important than the public in socialist
countries. Therefore, Chinese researchers believe that the analysis of the elite
can predict the policies and prospects of Chinese politics.

According to an analysis of the characteristics of elected central members
at the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China in late 2012,
the existing leadership type changed to "generalist cadre”, with the largest
number of "generalist cadre” in the 18th Central Committee. In Chinese politics,
since the 13th Communist Central Committee, which was formed in 1987, the
technocrats have dominated the revolutionary cadre. It was the first Chinese
political elite-led transition. This study begins with a specific problem

consciousness that seeks to determine the cause of this two-time political
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elite-led transition. The present work is imbued with the political aspects,
more specifically, formal systems and rules, among the drivers of elite
transitions such as ideals. This is not because, of course, it overlooks the
importance of other factors. However, in order to infer a clearer causal
relationship, one of the most direct political factors is to engage in formal
systems and rules. To this end, this study analyzes the executive personnel
system of former Chinese party, government and leadership officials. In other
words, the Chinese Communist Party has enacted and revised its policy of
selecting and recruiting executives in accordance with specific demands and
interests of the period, and its effect has led to a change in the tendency of
"political elites.” In addition, the text analyzed the changes in the political
elite’s other -characteristics to verify the direct impact of the executive

personnel system on the changes in the political elite.

Keywords: Political Elite, Party and Government Cadres,

Cadre and Personnel System, Political Elite Transition
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