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A Study on Factors Affecting Political Consciousness
of High School Students

Kwang-Chul Kang

Graduate School of Education
Pukyvong National University

Abstract

This study identifies the state and types of the political consciousness of high
school students in Busan, Korea. The objective is to discover the factors

positively affecting the consciousness among various conditions.

For this, this study aims at inspecting the state of the political consciousness
of high school students in Busan. More specifically analyzed and addressed are
the extent of which the types of the political consciousness are, and the extent
to which the political consciousness is revealed according to the factors such
as gender, school types, school years, school types and social - economic
variables. Through this analysis the political consciousness .of high school

students is recognize.

The result of survey and analysis is as follows:

First, the survey shows that girl students are more likely to participate in
politics than boys in terms of the political consciousness of self. This is
considered that increasing advance of women into the society positively affects
girls. Boys’ schools show low consciousness of political participation. The 11th
graders report higher political consciousness that the 10th graders. It is also
identified that the students who take the courses of liberal arts have higher
political consciousness than those who take the science courses. As for family
circumstances, that parents are educated highly and have professional or

administrative jobs seems positively influencing.

_iv_



Second, in terms of the consciousness of the political system, girl students
show higher consciousness rather than boys do. This may result from the
positive influences of women’s increasing social advance and high academic
achievements on girl students. The consciousness of the political system is low
in co—ed schools rather than any other types of schools. The 11th graders are
identified with having more consciousness of the political system rather than
the 10th graders do. It is also discovered that the students who take the
courses of liberal arts have higher consciousness of the political system than
those who take the science courses. As for family circumstances, that parents
are educated highly and have professional or administrative jobs seems

positively influencing.

Third, in terms of the consciousness of production policy, girl students show
higher consciousness rather than boys do. This may result from the positive
influences of Wwomen’s increasing social advance and high academic
achievements on girl students. The consciousness of production policy is low
in co—ed schools rather than any other types of schools. The 11th graders are
identified with having more consciousness of production policy rather than the
10th graders do. It is also discovered that the students who take the courses
of liberal arts have higher consciousness of production policy than those who
take the science courses. As for family circumstances, that parents are
educated highly and do not ‘have professional or administrative jobs seems
positively influencing. Especially, unlike “the consciousness of the political
participation and the political system, the result that non professional -
administrative occupations give positive influences explains that other

professional occupations are more affected by the policy.

Collectively the type of the political consciousness of high schools may be
categorized as the obedient type. However, the more continually students are
affected by various factors and the more intensive social studies they study
according to the curriculum as they advance, the higher consciousness they
have. From this outcome, rather than the family factors which are fixed to the

extent, school education which develops into positive education may lead



students to be transformed into the passive type and then ultimately into the

participatory type.

Accordingly, several points are suggested in order to develop the political

consciousness of high school students into positive direction.

First, high consciousness in participatory voting is contrary to the low voting
rate in reality. This explains the extent to which the education makes efforts
in order to booster the consciousness of voting as a main factor for
representative democracy. Although it shows slight differences in other parts
according to the general traits of the subjects, however, it remains between
'never participate’ and ’seldom participate’ far from “'participate.” This requires
the exertions for the-education to lead the participatory democracy and local

autonomy.

Second, as for the consciousness of the political system and policy, when
students are higher grades and take the courses of liberal arts, the higher
consciousness 1is identified. From this, it can be concluded that politics
education is needed to be emphasized for the 10th graders and the students in
the science courses in order to develop into more positive direction. Moreover,
students are required to have the substantial experiences by . converting the
current autonomous. activities which stress only wvoting at school into the

activities which stress broader-and more direct participation.

Third, although it is believed that men have higher political consciousness than
women, female adolescents participate in political activities more actively in
reality. This means that females’ participation may be concerned with rapidly
changing society. Afterwards, it is required to equally educate both men and

women on having high consciousness of political participation.
key words: political consciousness, consciousness of political participation,

consciousness of political system, consciousness of production policy,

participatory democracy
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3 #el % il Aezg | wem | G | F | p
M N M N M N M N M N
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73;-]]14;14 — —
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