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A Study on the Understanding Level of Content Details of the
Criteria in Determining the Country of Origin Regarding FTA

- Focusing on the differences between specialists and students -
Park gi-young

Department of Business Administration, The Graduate School,

Pukyoug National University

ABSTRACT

In order to be applicable to the FTA preferential tariff, it is essential to
receive certification as the country of origin for import and export of
goods. That is why in the practice of FTA, understanding and applying
the criteria in determining the country of origin can be argued as the
most important factor. However, regarding the criteria in 'determining
the country' of origin these days, the category is too 'diverse and
complex, and  further ambiguous in phrasing. As a result,
non-specialists are faced with difficulty in understanding the criteria in
determining the country of origin.

In order to solve this problem, governments and various related
organizations are trying to help better understanding in the criteria in
determining the country of origin and improve the effect of utilizing
FTA by cultivating specialists through various training courses,
including the "Country of Origin Administrator” training course. For
example in 2014, by the end of October there were various training
courses for approximately 4200 students opened and taking place, and
these kinds of efforts are perceived to be expanded further in the
future.

There have been many researches on FTA agreements or
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macroscopic economic effects of FTA so far, however a lack of
research on the understanding level and benefit of training related to
the criteria in determining the country of origin - which is the most
important factor in the utilization of FTA. Therefore, this study
investigated the two separate groups - specialists who apply, evaluate,
and teach the criteria in determining the country of origin(customs
officials, customs brokers, education instructors etc.), and students who
receive related training courses, in order to compare and analyse the
difference between groups in the difficulty and understanding levels
related to the detailed contents of various criteria in determining the
country of origin.

The result and implications of this study are expected to contribute to
the improvement of future academic achievement of relevant curriculum,
and also contribute to _effective training of professional manpower
related to FTAs and in setting the criteria in determining the country

of origin.
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