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The Influence of Mother’s Personality Characteristics and

Parenting Attitudes on Infants’ Pro—-Social Behaviors

So Youn Kim

Education consulting

Graduate School, Pukyung National University

Abstract

In this study, infancy is an important period in which physical,
emotional, social, and cognitive development is formed, and the rate of
development is rapid and the most sensitive to changes in the
environment. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to examine the
influence of the personality characteristics and parenting attitude of the
mother, who is the primary caregiver, on the children during this
period. To achieve the purpose of this study, the personality
characteristics and parenting attitude of mothers, who are the main
caregivers, were investigated, and the effect of these two factors on
the child’s prosocial behavior was investigated. For the study, mothers
with children aged 3 to 7 who were living in a daycare center in

Busan were selected as the subjects of the study, and the results of

— iii —



the study are to prepare basic data for healthy growth by inducing
positive early development of infants. want to use it for

To solve the research problem, the sub-factors were extraversion
and neuroticism to measure the mother’s personality characteristics,
and to measure the mother's parenting attitude, affectionate attitude,
autonomous attitude, rejection attitude, and controlling attitude were
measured as sub—factors as sub-factors. measured. Lastly, the
sub-factors for measuring the pro-social behavior of infants were
divided, helping, empathy, control, and leadership, and their influence
was verified.

First, descriptive statistics were analyzed to find out the
characteristics of the subjects (mother’s age, educational background,
employment type, child’s age, child’s gender), and frequency and
percentage were calculated. Next, the cronbach’s a coefficient, which
1s the degree of intra-item agreement, was selected to examine the
reliability of the research tool (mother’s personality traits, parenting
attitude, and infant’s prosocial behavior), and each independent variable
(mother’s personality trait, parenting attitude, infant’s A correlation
analysis was performed to confirm the multicollinearity between
pro-social behaviors). Next, t-test and ANOVA analysis were
performed to examine the differences between groups in the mother’'s
personality characteristics, parenting attitude, and infant’s prosocial
behavior according to the demographic and sociological characteristics
of the study subjects. Finally, the mother’'s personality characteristics
and parenting were performed. Multiple regression analysis was
performed to find out how attitudes affect children’s pro—social
behavior.

As a result of the analysis, it can be confirmed that the sharing
characteristics develop among infants’ pro-social behaviors when girls
and infants are older than boys, and when mothers raise them with an
autonomous attitude. When the gender of the child was a girl rather

than a boy, the older the child, the more autonomous the mother

_iV_



raised, and the development of helping among children’s prosocial
behavior was affected. When a child’s gender is a girl rather than a
boy, and when the mother's personality traits are more extroverted,
and when the mother’s parenting attitude is autonomous, it affects the
development of empathy and regulation among infants’ prosocial
behavior, and finally It was found that among mothers’ parenting
attitudes, autonomous attitudes affect leadership among infants’
pro-social behaviors.

Combining the results of this study, the implications are as
follows. Mother’s positive emotional expression affects infant’s positive
prosocial behavior, and mother’'s negative emotional expression affects
infant’s negative prosocial behavior. These results indicate that the
parenting environment provided through the subject of a mother
experienced early in life is absolutely affected by the mother's
personality and parenting attitude, and it i1s very important for a
mother to provide a quality parenting environment for the holistic
development of infants. it means it's important Therefore, this study
emphasizes the importance of parent education programs for mothers
of vyoung children, and at the same time emphasizes that the
educational program needs to contain content that can have a
significant impact on helping mothers to express their positive
emotions. suggest Therefore, this study suggests that the positive
emotional expression that mothers show to infants is ultimately
affected by the mother's personality traits. Therefore, what are the
implications of this study for the development of a personality
development program that reduces negative personality traits such as
maternal neuroticism? Big. In the sense that the pro-social behavior
patterns of infants appear differently depending on the mother’'s
personality characteristics and parenting attitude, the foundation of a
personality education program for educating various mothers and
parent education programs on parenting attitudes for the desired

growth and positive development of infants is established. It should be



prepared and actively applied to parent education.
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