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A Comparative Study on Phonological System of

Korean and Myanmar Language
Khin Thuzar

Korean Language and Literature,

Master of Arts Pukyong National University

The aim of the study is to correct the pronunciation errors that occurred by the
Myanmar learners of Korean who make a mix pronunciation influenced by mother
language. Most of the Myanmar learners of Korean make a mix pronunciation because
they try to adapt the Myanmar sound, a tonal language in Korean sound. That's why
this paper is based on the comparative study of the system of vowels and consonants
sounds between Korean and Myanmar. And also the paper is prepared to find out its
similarities and differences of two languages which provide to correct the pronunciation
errors and to overcome the difficulty of pronunciation by using contrastive analysis
method.

There are two parts of “contrastive analysis, one part-is based on the consonant
sound system and the another is vowel sound system. In consonant sound system, it is
found that not only the articulation place of Bilabial, Alveolar, Palatal, Velar and
Glottal but also the Manner of Plosive, Affricate, Fricative, Nasal, Liquid and Glide
are the same in both languages. The difference of articulation place is Dental and
Post- Alveolar which exist only in Myanmar. And the number of Myanmar Fricative
and Nasal is more than Korean.

And in the second part of the analysis, vowel system, it is found that /], n/, /i, w/
is common in both languages. The Myanmar learners easily make a pronunciation

errors because the monophthong of /-], 2], —/ exist in Korean but not in Myanmar,

_Vi_
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with tone. Moreover, the number of diphthong in Korean(11) is more than Myanmar
(®).

The expected errors that may occur in consonants are that the Liquid is the most
difficult to pronounce for Myanmar learners, and it is a little difficult to pronounce in
Plosive, Fricative, and Affricate but it is easy to pronounce in strong sound and glottal
sound of them. The expected errors that may occur in vowel are that the sound of
[e],[e] are the most difficult to pronounce for the Myanmar learners and also the
sound like [#], [i], [6], [iy] are difficult to them. Besides, the vowel sound of [a], [2],
[o] are a little difficult but the vowel sound of [i], [u] are easy for them.

The paper is focused on the analysis of vowel and consonants and it is found that
the expected errors which can be help to develop the Myanmar learners of Korean. It
is believed that the results of this paper can contribute to develop of Korean

pronunciation correctly for the teaching of Korean as a foreign language.

- vii -
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OlFTR S 27 ol R&ol FAHA ye L oltl. shmo] o]F R
2 RS Fiol wE ] (/y/)AE olTES, ‘w(/w/)AE ol RS
ox tiE F Advk EE HEW b3 2

1 (YA oS5 Flyal, dlyal, 2tlyo], Trlyul, 3llyel, H [ye]
T(wW)A ol TES twal, H[wa], H[we], Hl[we], Tl[wi], H[we]
—(/i)Al °lFTE= — [iy]
<E 23> g0 o]FHE S
4.2 " ekrto] Y B 5 A A
Armstrong, Lilias E. and Pe Maung Tin(1925)0] A& m¢kntolo] w &
27 1678t AFdy. RS AE e RS 7Y HRES o
2 Udt AR 9 A dESa,4,u, e, ,0,0 7Y o]FRE

‘ai'lai?], au'lau?] 270 = Yt} Myanmar Language Commission(2005)

o = wekrlol= "a.,a,i.,i,u.,u, e, e, 0,0 e & 107071 2

= JAEY, “a., a, i ,U., u, e, e, 0,0, 0 g Egol 117 Atk
AL Avta At 18 “a.,a,i.,i,u.,u,e g, 0,0 an, a:
g (st 18deA 722 o ARgehs E)uwA =2 12707F o

17 (2013:67)
3

=
Z:} 1 71(2013:72)
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& T stdelth ais asack A Aot o AxE A7 vk

o7 wrew ro(7), F EL(47)77F ¢lth. Htun Myint(2007)o] 4 &= 1)
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ai'[ai?], au' [au?]4707F Avkar A dlvk. mRkrtole] FA oM = A H 4
S /?/3UNE 9o o]F RS s HSE u T AEH ol v
., AE7F dojok sty ZE A soF uw|Qkutel ] o] TR ES WEE F g
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0 0 o: 0. ou? oun oun: ou.
u u u u u? un un un

st in, an, un E&eo] B B GEE TN F /il e a u/E AEH 4

O

& /2/9F o]l W&ShH /i?, €2, a?, u?/7F ¥t 7181 e+in, o+un, a+in,
atun 2S5 27048 S olojA] wg] ¥FS3HA ein, oun, ain, aunghE W]
o] o]F R S o] HT}. e+i?, o+u?, ati?, atu? RS2 2714 o]ojA wg] Hb

&3 ei?, ou?, ai?, au?ets AT R WgH o]FE o] Hh AR A

18) Thein Tun(2012:24)
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eile]- AA HE F1ES(half-close front unrounded vowel)
ele]- A4 FHs FA X E(half-open front unrounded vowel)
alal- AA H<$ AR S(open front unrounded vowel)
o[o]- JFA4 FAES(half-open back rounded vowel)
oulo]- ZFA F1X&(half-close back rounded vowel)

ulu] - 34 9<¢ 112 E(close back rounded vowel)
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19) Aung Win Naing(2000:1)
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31 o] /pi/Ipi] Hl, /ti/It'i] |, /1/11] ]

| ekulo] : /i/(B)]i] =73kt Jti/@3)t'i] A% o]

/thi/(@)[thi] = /ni/[ni]m 2o
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(2) &=rotel /d/k mikvkel (Rbs/w/+E=/i/)

ol o] flule wlgkrtol o] mFolle vk, LEiA F=olo Hlul
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W@ ) viekrtele] A4S /w/elth /i/mee ol [wilw W

g},
Sk o] - /u/lal #, /ki/[ku] A, /tu/[tua] F
) oknlo] : /wisek'i/(8003)[wisek'i] 9271, /wisi/(88)[wisi] 3.2+

(3) &=rolef /A/ /7 mIgknte] Je/

ol //lelE AEe 9o =3 Ha HAS ATl
AoAA z5skal, dxolo /N /lele d€& AAZYA st A4S
AFAZRY  wol Wolmgal & @ mgknield o/ FTof
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o}zre] 2ol 7} gl
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Aol Lol vgkulolol EAlalA etk A vkl
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A9} o] d P& HFo] ofF Hl3T),

@=tel 1 /tubu/[tubu] F*, /pubu/[pubu] -,
/kudu/[kudu] %

mekulo] @ /ku/(op)kul B, /tu/(oltu] A=)/,
/Kul@)[K"u] i el
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A . © woolxlu
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