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31) Stenstooem, A. B.(1994), An Introduction to spoken interaction.
London:Longman.
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A Study on the Use of Talk Signs by Foreign Advanced
Chinese Users

—focus on the discussion and dialogue of "Informal Talks” of
Hubei TV Station—

WANG XIYING

The Graduate School in Department of Chinese Studies,

The Graduate School, Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to reveal the usage of discussion
signs used by advanced Chinese users in “Informal Talks”. Since
talk sign education plays an important role in improving the ability
of discussion, we hope to master the usage of talk signs by
advanced Chinese users and provide clues for talk sign education.

The research object of this study is the discussion and dialogue
between Chinese hosts and foreign performers who speak advanced
Chinese in the “Informal Talks” program of Hubei TV Station.
There are two main reasons for choosing the discussion of
whether or not to approve the “Informal Talks” as the research
object. First, it 1s possible to observe the free and natural
discussion and dialogue on a given topic; Second, it is possible to
observe the Chinese discussion and dialogue of senior Chinese
speakers of different nationalities. In the “Informal Talks” broadcast
by Hubei TV Station, before the Covid-19 incident, the eighth
episode of the last season, the part about whether to agree or not
in the “Discussion on Proposals” was selected as the research
object.

Firstly, the research method translates the image data into
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characters through data transfer. Then, the replicated data are
analyzed quantitatively and statistically, so as to master the
distribution of session marks in the discussion session. And
qualitatively observe the usage of session marks, and analyze the
specific usage of session marks by function. Finally, the errors and
characteristics of foreign discussants in using conversation markers
are discussed.

Conversational markers in the discussion conversation can be
divided into four levels: topic connection, attitude expression,
participation induction and sequence alternation, and then functional
subdivision analysis is carried out. At the level of topic connection,
there are most conversation signs using the function of “topic
connection”. There are also conversation signs such as “topic
introduction”, “topic change” and “topic end” which are commonly
used in discussion conversations. “then (32.45%)” and “That is
(21.81%)” are commonly used conversational markers in the
function of “topic connection”. At the level of attitude expression,
the most conversational markers are using the function of
“assertion”. Among the talking signs that assertion function, “I
think” accounts for 83.21%, “right” accounts for 47.27%, “why”
accounts for 45.95%, and “examples” accounts for 65.22%. In the
level of participation induction, the dialogue symbols which use the
function of “confirming reaction” are the most. The conversation
signs for confirming the reaction function are mainly simple
questions such as “yes”, “Is it right”, “do you know”, etc. In the
order alternation layer, the conversation signs using the “insert”
function are the most frequently used. Because of the intense
discussion and conversation in the “Informal Talks”, the order of
the discussants is often alternated, which is mainly marked by
conjunctions.

There are three types of errors made by foreign discussants:
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formal errors, semantic errors, and conversational errors. Formal
errors appear in the position of the article. When conjunctions use
conversational markers, there will be semantic errors, and the
logical relationship between preceding and following sentences will
be grasped incorrectly. According to the investigation, semantic
errors is a sign of overuse or connection session.

After analyzing the data, there are three main characteristics in
the use of conversation symbols by foreign discussants. First, the
types of talking signs are only used. It can be seen that foreign
discussants mainly pay attention to several common aspects when
using session markers. In particular, the talking symbols on which
claims and quotations are based are concentrated on one talking
symbol. Second, use impolite gestures. Its characteristic i1s that
foreign discussants use impolite talking symbols, which will
damage each other’s faces. This is especially true when using
conversation signs which have the functions of advocating,
confirming reaction and refuting. Even if you disagree with each
other, it 1s necessary to teach you language expression or strategy
that respects each other and does not damage each other’s face.
The third i1s the use of English conversational symbols. English
conversation markers such as “ok”, “no”, “anyway” and “so what”
will be used in the discussion of foreigners. This can be confirmed
not only in the speeches of foreign discussants but also in the
speeches of Chinese hosts. This study holds that the coexistence
of multiple languages is a characteristic, not an error.

By analyzing the data of “Informal Talks”, the conclusion is
that we have mastered the distribution, characteristics and
mistakes of foreign discussants in using talking symbols. Through
this kind of work, the necessity of talking sign education has been
proved. It is necessary to educate all kinds of dialogue symbols

corresponding to various discussion functions, and it is also



necessary to educate the strategies of choosing appropriate dialogue
symbols in specific discussion situations. Considering Chinese
culture, in order to respect each other and not damage each other’s
face, we should recognize the importance of Chinese education
when using conversation signs. If they are used as basic materials
for discussion, conversation and covering education, this research

will be very meaningful.
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