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A Study on Topics in High School English Textbooks and

College Scholastic Ability Tests

Eun Ju Seok

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purposes of-this study are to examine the congruity of
topics between high school English textbooks andtopic-selecting
criteria recommended .in the 2009 revised national curriculum, the
congruity of /topics ‘between College Scholastic Ability Tests and
topic-selecting criteria recommended in the 2009 revised national
curriculum, and topics distribution between high school English
textbooks and College Scholastic Ability Tests.

Major findings. can be- summarized as follows: Topics presented
in the 2009 revised-national curriculum ‘were not well distributed in
the high school English :textbooks. Topics- about common
knowledge were the most popular—in.-the—high school English
textbooks. Thus, textbook writers must consider how well the
topics are distributed when writing high school English
textbooks. Topics presented in the 2009 revised national curriculum
were not well distributed in College Scholastic Ability Tests.



Academic topics were the most popular in College Scholastic
Ability Tests, whose purposes are to evaluate students' academic
ability. The comparison of the topics distributed between the high
school English textbooks and College Scholastic Ability Tests
showed that topics were not well distributed in both educational
materials.
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To demonstrate this, a psychologist asked

By changing the focus or. context of a task. we can get
included

renewed energy even when we feel that we are completely

people to take part in what she called 'semi-free tasks’.

out of energy.
"ababababababab...

tasks



participants were asked to do these tasks until they felt
exhausted. The experimenter then changed the context so
that the participants had to do a subtly different task. Those
drawing were asked to redraw their last picture to
demonstrate how quickly they could draw. Those writing
"abab’ were asked to sign their name and address.

In this new context their fatigue disappeared. This
phenomenon of creating a second wind can be seen in action
at airports where security officers rotate around different
stations to stop routine-induced fatigue from settling in.
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