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THE EFFECTS OF STORY SHARING ACTIVITIES USING SIX THINKING HATS ON YOUNG

CHILDREN'S CREATIVITY AND VERBAL EXPRESSION ABILITIES

Gong Min Bae

FEarly Childhood Education Graduate School of Education Pukyong National

University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the role of storytelling activities
using the Six’ Thinking Hat téchnique on children’s creativity. and language
expressiveness and to offer basic materials for educational/lesson methods to

help promote children’s creativity and language expressiveness.

Research questions were set as follows for the purposes of this study.
1. What role did. storytelling activities 'using the Six.Thinking Hat technique
play on children’s creativity?
2. What role did storytelling—activities~using the~Six Thinking Hat technique

play on children’s language expressiveness?

This study was conducted on children at D kindergarten in Busan. The
experimental group consisted of 25 students and the control group of 27
students for a total of 52 students.

The experiment took place between December 3rd, 2013 and January 29th,
2014, with activities carried out 16 times in total 2-3 times per week for a

period of 7 weeks (excluding the school vacation period). Each activity time



lasted 40-50 minutes. While the children in the experimental group did
storytelling activities using the Six Thinking Hat technique, the children in the

control group did storytelling related to topics in everyday life.

Measurement of children’s creativity for this study was done using Kim
Young-chae’s (2010) Korean standardized version of the Torrance creative
thinking test (Torrance Test of Creative Thinking: TTCT; Thinking Creatively
with Pictures, Form A, B 2010 revised version.) Torrance’'s creative thinking
test comprises language tests and figure tests and is divided into A and B
types; the A type figure test was used for this. study. The language
expressiveness test used to measure influence on  children’s language
expressiveness / was Kang Nam-hee’s (2010) language expressiveness test

(Looking at Pictures and Making Stories I).

SPSS (PASW) 180, a'statistics program, was used to handle statistics in
this study. Mean and- standard deviation were calculated in order/ to assess the
role of storytelling activities using the Six Thinking Hat technique on
children’s creativity- and: language expressiveness, «and ~analysis covariance

(ANCOVA) was performed:

Results of the study can be summarized as follows.

Firstly, the experimental group which experienced storytelling using the Six
Thinking Hat technique showed a statistically significant increase in creativity
compared to the control group which did not experience storytelling with the
Six Thinking Hat technique. The experimental group had statistically
significant higher scores in the creative fields of originality, abstractness of

titles and elaboration; thus, it can be concluded that storytelling using the Six

_Vi_



Thinking Hat technique had a positive effect on creativity in children.

Secondly, the experimental group which experienced storytelling using the
Six Thinking Hat technique showed a statistically significant increase in
language expressiveness compared to the control group which did not

experience storytelling with the Six Thinking Hat technique.

The results of this study show that storytelling using the Six Thinking Hat
technique is an effective method to increase children’s creativity and language
expressiveness. This offers an opportunity for the development of children’s
creativity and language using various creative thinking techniques such as the
Six Thinking /Hat technique .in early tchildhood education. The researcher
believes that' development: of educational methods to help children express
themselves and their thoughts well by implementing various storytelling
techniques during ‘early ' childhood, in which children are full' of creative

imagination, is needed.
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