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The Doctrinal System and Southern Trade During the

Early Joseon

Dong woo Kim

Department of korean Culture, The Graduate School of Global and
Policy studies.

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study aims to learn about diplomatic awareness of southern
countries in the early Joseon Dynasty and the development of trade
activities with Japan, Yugu and Southeast Asian countries. It is to
understand how imported goods were used through trade with southern
countries in the early Joseon Dynasty and the social landscape of that
time.

Before studying trades, if you look at the circumstances of the early
Joseon Dynasty, Ming was established in the Chinese continent, and the
Japanese archipelago was continuing the era of chaos between the two
governments. In addition, small countries divided into three parts were
unified into one country in the Yugu Islands.

Joseon’s forign policy was based on Sadae-Gyorin, Joseon did
Sadae(flunkyism) about Ming, other countries adopted Gyorin policy(good
neighbor policy).

However, there were two Gyoirin doctrines: Jeokrye Gyoirin doctrines,
which are perceived as equal relations, and Kimi Gyoirin doctrines, which

prioritized Joseon and viewed neighboring countries as objects of
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enlightenment.

In the case of southern countries, Japanese shogunate and yugu were
recognized as the subject of Jeokrye Gyorin, and in the case of Japanese
local clans, Tsushima, and Southeast Asian countries as the subject of
Kimi Gyorin. However, in the case of trade, the objective is not the same.
In Japan, the purpose of trade was to eradicate Japanese pirates, and in
the case of Yugu and Southeast Asia, neighbors from far away were
treated generously by Gyorin.

One of the causes of the collapse of Goryeo and the founding of Joseon
was the invasion of the Japanese. The Japanese invaders frequently
invaded Goryeo, seriously damaging the finances of Goryeo government.
As a result, the centralized power of Goryeo was weakened, and it served
as an opportunity for the growth of emerging unmanned forces that
contributed to defeating external enemies. Among the emerging unmanned
forces, Lee Seong-gye became a real power of Goryeo with "the retreat of
Yuihwado Island,, and established Joseon in accordance with the wishes of
the emerging scholar official.

The establishment of Joseon did not reduce the invasion of Japanese
pirates. In response, the Joseon government strengthened its defense
capabilities and allowed the Japanese to trade as a conciliatory measure. It
was an effort to induce the conversion of the Japanese into peaceful
communists.

Yugu began broadcasting with geographical advantages, located halfway
between Southeast and Northeast Asia. Trade with Ming could have
benefited a lot, but trade with Joseon and Japan was followed by risks.
This 1s because Japanese people often raven their wealth and lives on their
way to Joseon or Japan. For this reason, Yugu switched to trade between
Joseon and Japan through merchants of Satsuma and Hakata. At times,
Hakata merchants were sent to Joseon as envoys to the state of Yugu, so
many Japanese merchants exercised as if they were envoys, even though
they were not real envoys, leading to favorable trade with Joseon.

In case of Southeast Asia, the Siam’s Naigong during the reign of King

Gongyang at the end of the Goryeo Dynasty, the Siam’s Jangsado at the
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reign of King Taejo of Joseon, and the Java's Jineonsang at the reign of

King Taejong at the Joseon Dynasty were enter to the korea peninsula.
Joseon were treated generously as subjects of Gyorin, but trade with
Joseon could not continue. Due to Ming'sthe banning maritime trade policy,
countries in Southeast Asia would have concentrated on trade with Ming
due to stable tribute trade and many benefits. Trade with Joseon would
have been skeptical of pushing ahead with the risk of Japanese pirates on
a voyage to Joseon, and Joseon's government would not have been as
desperate as China, Japan, or Jurchen for mutual ties with Southeast Asian
countries.

Ten of the 50 items imported from Southern during the early Joseon
Dynasty were studied, especially as medicinal herbs in oriental medicine
was often used. As for the use of medicinal materials, basic data were
used by Lee Si-jin’s "Bonchogangmoky; and Heo Jun’'s "Donguibogam..
This is because Bonchogangmok (1596) and Donguibogam (1610) were
published in the mid-Joseon Period, but they are books that collected
oriental medicine. In addition to the use of medicinal herbs, the use of
imported products was also summarized through historical and prior
research.

According to the 10 imported items examined in this paper, all of them
were used for medicinal purposes except for Suwoogak(Horn of water
buffalo). During the Goryeo Dynasty and the early Joseon Dynasty, there
were medicinal herbs produced on the Korean Peninsula, although books on
them were also published. The popularity of imported drugs was greater
than that produced on the Korean Peninsula. Imported drugs were in high
demand, while supply was not smooth and so expensive that they were
often not available on time. From the perspective of the people, they often
missed the timing and could not receive treatment, but it would not have
been easy to abandon the desire for imported drugs that had been handed
down from the past.

In addition, Suwoogak was an indispensable material for the creation of
horn bow, which was essential for Joseon’s national defense, and

Somok(sappan wood) was spotlighted as a dye in place of red flowers.
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Also, important items used as dyeing aids when dyeing Somok were alum
and burnt alum. Sulfur was indispensable for the manufacture of
gunpowder needed to strengthen defense capabilities. There i1s a record of
calligraphy and ivory being used to distinguish the dignity of bureaucrats.

More than 50 items were imported from Japan and Yugu in the early
Joseon Dynasty. Some of them may have been necessities in the Joseon
Dynasty and some of them were merely luxuries. In addition, there may
have been cases in which they accepted items that were not needed as a
policy of doctrine. However, records of how they were used are very rare
and, if any, very brief, limited extensive and in-depth research. It should
serve as an opportunity to learn about Joseon society through a wider

survey of trade goods in the future.
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