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An Analysis of Reading Section in 8th Grade English Textbooks

Based on 2009 Revised National Curriculum

Eun-young Park

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze reading section in 8th grade English
textbooks that are used in middle schools in Korea under the 2009 national
curriculum and provide suggestions for improvements of textbooks. For this study,
five middle school English textbooks were randomly chosen and the reading
materials and reading activities were analyzed.

The results of the passage type analysis are as follows. First, there were wide
variations in diversity of passage types among the textbooks. And the text types
of reading materials in all textbooks were leaning toward non-literary reading
while the percentage of literary reading was the lowest.

Second, although there were a little gaps between textbooks, the diversity of
topics in reading materials in the textbooks was generally satisfactory according to
topic list suggested in the revised national curriculum. Topics of ‘introduction of
Korean culture', 'social change', 'welfare promotion of individuals' and 'patriotism,
reunification and security awareness' were dealt only one time though.

Third, reflection rate of the achievement criteria in analyzed five textbooks was
weighted towards a particular criteria: read the text and understand details.

Fourth, post-reading activities were given a great deal of weight on the

textbook whereas during-reading activities lacked variety. Overall, reading activities



were not evenly distributed throughout the textbooks.

Here are some suggestion to make up for weak points found in this study.

First, it is important to design textbooks with various passage types in balance.
In particular, English textbooks should give more coverage to the literary reading
materials.

Second, diverse topics should be presented in textbooks. There might be no
bias in topics. Repetitive use of one topic through several units should be
avoided.

Third, each achievement criterion should be reflected evenly in textbooks to
provide learners with a variety of language exposure and to improve their reading
competence.

Fourth, there should be more consideration put into the reading activities found
in English textbooks. Pre-, during- and post-reading activities should be presented
in textbooks in a balanced way for diverse reading activities can increase learner's

reading abilities.
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1. nonfiction: reports, editorials, 12. questionnaires
essays, articles, reference 13. directions
(dictionaries, etc.) 14. labels
2. fiction: novels, short stories, 15. signs
jokes, drama, poetry 16. recipes
3. letters: personal, business 17. bills
4. greeting cards (and other financial statements)
5. diaries, journals 18. maps
6. memos 19. manuals
(e.g., interoffice memos) 20. menus
7. messages 21. schedules
(e.g., phone messages) (e.g., transportation tables)
8. announcements 22. advertisements: commercial,
9. newspaper "journalese" personal
10. academic writing: short- 23. invitations
answer test responses, 24. directories
reports, papers, theses, books (e.g., telephone, yellow pages)
11. forms, applications 25. comic strips, cartoons
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