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Study on Vocabulary Comprehension of the Korean

Language using Visual media of Korean Wave K-pop

(Subtitle : Based on BTS's song lyrics)

Eun-yong Choi

Department of Korean Language Education

Graduate School of Pukyong National University

Abstract

It will not be an exaggeration to say that people around the world are
living in the media times with no boundary, which are the daily advancing
media flood, in line with the global times in the 21" century. The
advancement of such diverse digital contents is creating new influences beyond
the space-time domain. This researcher thinks that BTS, which is the leader of
Korean wave K-pop, is positioned at the core of it. They are also greatly
praised by many people in the media domain of entire world as the ‘Beatles
of the 21" Century’ just like having presented hope, consolation and empathy
to people around the world in Korean using digital contents.

Fandom around the world sang along to the songs of BTS that were in
Korean language, and the social messages to the world, as well as the
consideration and empathy of BTS toward the weak in small numbers were
sufficient to satisfy the motivation of BTS fandom to learn Korean language
with sincerity.

In this regard, the objectives of this study largely falls into two categories
as follows.

First, this study focused on enabling Korean learners of the 3™ to 4™ grade,

which are the intermediate levels of Korean language, to understand the good

_Vi_



influence, that is, the positive messages that BTS conveys to entire world, and
one step further, improving their ability to vocabulary comprehension of
Korean language by utilizing free streaming services such as Weverse and
YouTube among digital contents of diverse K-pop Korean waves.

Second, this study intended to suggest the options that can seek the ways of
listening comprehension for practical communication by applying digital
contents that can be easily used by people around the world to the vocabulary
comprehension of Korean language.

It might be difficult to incorporate the educational values of songs by BTS
into education settings of Korean language as the scope of digital content is
wide and comprehensive. However, the songs of BTS can be a motivation for
foreign Korean learners to first boost their interest in Korean language, and
the positive messages, which were contained in the lyrics of BTS songs and
can give good influences to people, will also help those foreign learners think
positively.

The results of this study may fall behind because this study used digital
contents that are changing day over day, and there will be things to
supplement, such as copyright issues of those digital contents. When
considering the motivation and interest of foreign learners for practical
communication, it is necessary to conduct studies continuously, thus, it is
anticipated that studies on various educations for Korean language using digital

contents will continue more actively in the future.

Keywords: BangTanSonyeondan (BTS), Korean Wave K-pop, Korean
vocabulary Comprehension, Streaming, Good Influence, Practical

Communication
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