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An Analysis of the Cultural Contents in Middle School English Textbooks

for Third Year on the 2015 Revised National Curriculum

Yoon Sul Lee

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore cultural aspects of third year middle
school English textbooks on the 2015 revised national curriculum. For the
research, nine out of thirteen textbooks were randomly selected, and the
reading texts and cultural sections were analyzed according to three categories:
cultural subjects, cultural types, and cultural backgrounds.

The findings of the study are as follows: First, the analysis of cultural
subjects showed that the English textbooks covered ‘daily lives of people from
various cultures’ more than any other cultural subjects, which is the same as
the previous studies.

Second, in terms of cultural types, ‘spiritual culture’ took up the highest
percentile. In the cultural sections, it is followed by ‘behavior culture’ and
‘material culture’ respectively, and the three cultural types appeared evenly.
Meanwhile, in reading texts ‘spiritual culture’ accounted for nearly half of the
total.

Third, the analysis of cultural backgrounds revealed that ‘cultural

comparison’ occupied 50 percent of the cultural sections, and ‘universal culture’



was the most addressed in the reading texts. ‘Non-English culture’ accounted
for 20.0% in the reading texts, which is higher than in previous studies.

Based on the above findings, following suggestions can be made: English
textbooks deal less with ‘Korean culture’ and ‘English culture’: therefore,
teachers should provide authentic supplementary materials, such as media, to
diversify cultural contents of the textbooks. The findings could be a helpful
reference when teaching culture in English class and developing new English
textbooks in the future. In addition, it is expected that the suggestions for the

further studies could be given.
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CtE Yg 213, olnlsts Ciel A Stot HEsH SAICE

In some families, “please” is regarded as the magic | b b A
/ “ & ‘word. In our house, however, it was “sorry” b_“‘“‘“?
ﬁ — Margaret Laurence L fnierfshl? J
| | Whenseating trutt, Sl ofth hogad ﬂ ‘
: en;ahmg ruit, think of the person w 0‘ ) apologizing
! planted the tree. i to othérs
{ — HEE &5 J
@ e _— = -l'—’!
i A S EERRRRES
“:c-,_o one has ever become poor by giving. helping
‘ — Anne Frank " others
| A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of || ST I
i the world walks out. [l .| thanking

— T4 others

L
X T

n" F M 0 Li2tel cfl 2iA(of chEt Fei(relationship sayings)S EAFEI0] LS| FAICH
LI

9l <™ 1> 4 AR AR el wAll e g 8wl Hge
wihle] &9k AbgbEel ddAde] #d W8 RFel sigHY, 2
Aol s 7~10W 3 aAel Sa 8w FdEu BA gidowm

Aotk obdl <™ 2% Al ofE BN £A7 AR gg@
oug b B wad BF ngwe] dAoln, oW ‘¥ Bie g
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Culture & Life%@
GIEETD M7 of2f 2210k £X17H 74Xl ol0lE LoKEAlCH

What kinds of numbers are thought to be lucky or unlucky? Do you think it is
similar around the world?

Usually, the number 7 is a lucky number in countries like
England, the USA, and France. However, a lucky number in
one country can be unlucky in another. Chinese people think 7
is unlucky because July or “the seventh month” is often
thought of as a month for ghosts.

Many people in Western countries don’t like the number
1@ There are even scary movies about Friday the ‘"‘.
However, in Italy, the number is related to a good person,
St. Anthony. He prayed for lost things or people. Now,

people celebrate the day he died, June #8".

How about the number@? In Germany, the number is
regarded as lucky because it matches the number of leaves on
a four-leaf clover. However, in China, the sound of the word for
3 the number@is similar to that of the Chinese word for death.

LEILIZIOIM 217t 7HXI= 2njE sl EAICH

e.g. In ancient Korea, 1 represented the sky and 2 represented the earth.

1 plus 2 equals 3, so 3 was a lucky number in Korea. However, the number

4 is still an unlucky number, just like in China.
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This paper money shows Machu
Picchu, which lies on top of the . . @ Australia, Dollar($)
Andes in this country. .

This paper money shows an
clephant, which isone of thebig = * &%= South Africa, Rand(R)
five animals of this country.

The man on this paper money is a

- &) Peru, Sol (S/.
native of this country. ‘ ' eru, Sol (S/.)

p money around the world
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~. Mission Across Cultures

l{?LIDA{‘S FOR FAMILY CET-TOGETHERS
AROUND THE WORLD

M7 of2 x|de| 74E TEo chist Me E1, sigsts 22T (Zs EAICE

| 3. Spring Festival, China

1. Thanksgiving Day, the U.S.A.

2. Nochevieja, Spain |

| 1.259= ofe Liate)

Holiday ‘ Date Country What do families do?
S the first day of ‘ P People visit their parents’ home to meet their family
the lunar year ‘ | members and eat tteokguk together.
1

2. ZAE IS BEE S, 7

Seollal is the first day of the lunar year in Korea.
~ People visit .

7
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Culture @ Project
Watch and Think ©3

HICI2 & 92| 23R4 5 I eloiA 7k Adlstn 42 HE

i BAICH

Meet Korea’s
Cultural Heritage

gimjang
making and sharing gimchi

50
(A

Create

2EYE RUAD ARSHSHRM SHE P2 HELNE

25t S X2 SO BAICH

| e.g. ganggangsullae — a traditional Korean circle
dance

Shareg

HHERS0I (8 SHAS wof FLch

Ganggangsullae [ On Chuseok, people sing and dance hand |
inhand in a circle. This dance s called

| ganggangsullae. Do you know what this
dance isabout? The dance was used to |

‘ wish for a good harvest.

Gangneung danoje

a local festival,
in Gangneund

Peer e
edback IR TICELITEATECERERERL b0

* 22| HERSIE SYYoR B BHSIAUCH
0| EHRloj A Shesst ERE XWs| AFB3ICH
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