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A Study on the Municipal Waste Treatment Policy in
China

Wang YiYao

Department of Public Administration, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyse the problems of municipal
waste treatment policy and suggest the improvement strategies in
China.

For this purpose I constructed policy implementation framework to
analyse the environmental factor, legal and institutional factor,
implementation agent factor, compliance of citizen factor, and waste
treatment industry factor which affect the success and failure of the
urban waste treatment policy in China, especially in experimental
urban metropolitan cities like BeiJing, QingDao, and GuangZhou.

[ found that the problems of municipal waste treatment policy
implementation in China are so severe that some improvement
strategies are needed. First, scarce resources for urban waste
treatment and the ideology of economic growth rather than
environmental conservation caused policy result negatively. Second,
the degree of legal and institutional preparation for urban waste
treatment policy is still low. Third, privileged policy makers, badly
encouraged street-level bureaucrats, and amateurism of policy
implementers of municipal workers had a bad effect on waste



treatment policy result. Fourth, «citizens fall in collective action
dilemma and do not participate and work for the community
positively. Fifth, the waste treatment industries are incompetent and
resource-scarce.

So | suggest that the proper improvement strategies from the
environment, legal institution, policy makers and municipal street-level
bureaucrats, citizens and industries should be needed for the
successful waste treatment policy in China.

Key words: Municipal waste treatment policy, Policy implementation

framework, Proper improvement strategies, China
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