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The Lives and Workplace Spirituality of Early Childhood Teachers in a

Teacher Community of Currere Approach

Eun-Joo Sim

Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of the research was to find the meaning of the lives of five
selected private Kkindergarten teachers in a teacher community of currere
approach and the changes in their workplace spirituality. It’s ultimately meant
to shed light on the significance of the lives and workplace spirituality of the
early childhood teachers to present practical cases of "becoming a spiritual
early childhood teacher.” Two research questions were posed:

1. What is the meaning of life as a private kindergarten teacher for teachers
participating in a teacher community program?

2. What is the meaning of change in their workplace spirituality?

The participants were five private kindergarten teachers. The teachers who
made up of a teacher community participated in a modified 12 sessions
workplace spirituality program(August 2014 - January 2015). The program
featured a circulatory repetition of the regressive, progressive, analytic and
synthetical stages of currere. To interpret the lives of the community members
as a kindergarten teacher and their changes in workplace spirituality, the texts

of their dialogues, metaphors, reflective journals, and book art activities were



all gathered, and then a qualitative analysis was attempted by reading the
collected data in a hermeneutic way to draw themes inductively.

The findings of the research were as follows:

It drew four different themes about the meaning of the lives of the five
teachers as 'a teacher’: Living a life as an early childhood teacher had four
mutual common meanings. First, they had the joy of caring and memories of
teachers in their past experiences, and their experiences was affected by mass
media that assumed what an early childhood teacher should be like. Second,
they dreamed of being a happy teacher working in a happy workplace. Third,
they told that they were exhausted due to heavy workload and conflicts with
parents or administrators, but that they rose up again thanks to children and
psychological support from colleagues. Fourth, they stressed that a change of
social awareness was needed to guarantee the basic rights of early childhood
teachers.

As for the meaning of the changes in their workplace spirituality, there
appeared several different themes. The changes of their workplace spirituality
were reinterpreted from the perspectives of the following factors of the
workplace spirituality of early childhood teacher: awareness of inner life,
meaning for life, calling for early childhood teacher job, and membership in
educational community (Lim et al., 2014). The teachers experienced the process
of becoming a spiritual teacher who would be well aware of what life she
should live while they continued to explore who they were, the meaning and
purpose of their lives, their relationships with others and their own inner
power.

The researcher suggested that more intensive early childhood teacher
education should be conducted, which is comprehensive of the lives and
workplace spirituality of early childhood teachers, and that a wide range of

actual cases should be offered, which show how teachers foster their own

_Xi_



workplace spirituality. Finally, the research have significances in that it
attempted to run a teacher community by taking a currere approach to give an
example of teacher education geared toward cultivating the workplace

spirituality of early childhood teachers.
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Ao WY ME A gel ¥ 5 9E RUEEA, Ut delA v E F
o e Agael wAE FUsn Azl FEA el FAL

A QA 175 oW Aolek sp=Ael ulg W
@ w7 GelH z3el B o/ o) FrHelA, ALF, 201da). =

Hd #H(well-being)# &5 FA FHeEA, A
oF, 2000; Ak, 2000). T3 GAA-L Af®ut ofyzl ztel ¥ #H
H RE JFo FFS MAH, A 423 Ay A ou|et Hx& &
oHE JAA T71E T A QA IS APSA FoEA
Mo dEof gt dE FIA7= Ad3dE 7Pt

Chittister(2006)+= 92 5-27F 7FA 2L ot & = AFe Ass
Abgstar opA AW A FE 92 ALl T Al MEE 2ol
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o] gtk Zlolth AL & HolA] & <lzke] QzrozA el A HHS o
Fol @ ool At §g o kg MEE Aoldu &
Aol Aedsh peste] A HE 94, & dHGAS ST ol
CE Ag W A $F 53 ddse] vk /EH =AMitroff &
Denton, 1999)°e. 24, A3} FxAolgt= 24
23, 0 4 EAH S st Q0 BAd - 4 o4
Bl (=%, 2013)01TF. Gibbons(2000) AE|GAE & 7lsle] Aale] A
Aol G FHae Role gosgon], #iF, AAAR BF
A010e =H el FHAEC] AFE FAFAL ARES} @it
ool A HuH AAE FA%w, 2UYS A4S, 45 AN
e vhgo Fu's A994S st

Ashmos®} Duchon(2000)2> YHAAHA S dHAA AAle] AEH ZHE

IS

o

w3 sk 7132 2= ‘A 4t(inner life as spiritual identity)’ 9] x4, 4&
E3 AA9 ko]l oujel EFHS dAEE ‘Aol i one} EF

(meaning and purpose in work)'2] g, FEA el dYdor EAstt=

d
4

=7 ‘FEA ¢4 (sense of connection and community)' 9] 37FA 2-¢)
o2 FE35k9 T Ashforth®t Pratt(2003)%= Al 7FA] 2ol A dH IS
Aot =, WA xAle] YA (transcendence) &2 W &34 =LA
= FARE AR g A AR o] Ak AZE onEi, A

AAA QA Azt 28}l e = AAA Al Z(holism)o]l =AY, B=, &

Aol o w Hdigdd Al Wkl Z3sh(tharmony)= W B9

Aol AlvAE Har g JiQle] Bl W RS Frhs ofn|olt
A e o 2 A (growth) &2 A7) 7 i 2bolbd del tidk Azbo|t)
of Al @ Al Aol olyEt ME A = §A Aol
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T o)l A AATE uEel o] AE el Al s SAE2
dE|FA o] WA AAZ 7HAH, dollX orE Fstal gsAE T3l
Bl BAE Hom AAs AA, dAANAYTE oA EAd A
e HATH(AE A, 2012).

ofgfd dH P MAA dAHIA AAA AAoAM 2 onrt A=
Aol A A gk Q14
oL} F sl YA oujet 22 Q89le] Fx¥tn ¥ £ 9t
Ashmos®t Duchon(2000)°] dEFde] oz A1le AA A4S
& WHAAE &Fstal e vk AEHE dxsided, 252 el
Arwkel AAE P HAste] Al
of MAE FAgst7] At w&ste A7t Fasitta Bkt o7+
W3l 2, 28T T2 TA 7= mY AH, 4 S 39 9
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dE IS dhekd Aol & 4 dvh Dehler
A Ao hdely AAle w7 FOlE st v e
Folo 7lofstE=rbel g 2 AR onE AA g Vaill(1998)%= YH
AE MA BAHNA A dg & 4 Advh Mitroffek Denton(1999)
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A, el Bou 93, del sl AQle] Relste mrk Aed ovly
zth oA zAgol AAlel As) gl Ao A FRA
23 olg A%How Fgstu Hhsten wste vhed A, A9
ANE A%HoR FUs] A w=Hs, BH} 23E GF Fu
A7) e A8 w=Hshe vhedl dejeh ¥ 5 Ak =¥ 49 o
g WA, o] o FTae, s RN Bt AAE FTa
= 294 o 5% EFEh oAY AUH AU YL AAe
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glom, RE Atge]l FEd QIR 3 FEUS nHd & w(Ekins,
Hedstrom, Hughes, Leaf, & Saunders, 1988: <5 oF, 20144 #]<1E-),
AH PP TG A7 ALlE dold Aew b AMgES A AAE
AthE= ojwl =7 (Singhal & Chatterjee, 2006)21 ZAoljth JdE PGS 714
AFEES dHA sEEY 22 AN st Ao =4 AAE
ARAA o2 FolstH, BSl9
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e Efde €8s A e Aew gdET(FSeL 2014).
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of Aafel g Sl MRt @ =] olsfd = Sli= Aolwta FAsHA T
ML A7A Aol tigk olale] Tods Fxsdvh T3 2] A4
of gk olal= thE ARl wigk olalE YokAl sk, FeEe] 1A
wAlel Wsk= AAMA, PFA WstE AL v FAERT. old
He Aol el olale] AHAY BEE Aow WAZ oldf= AHE
Fubgtths AT I o1 WS ol k(A Aok, 2006). T # 9
U A g2 2A7] Aol gk olafe] o w Aol A RS FAds)
A & ol A Tl 7Ivhs & Aol & 4 Qlth

A stolut el etA Aol M B FEolw ARz AbEdllA
H| R 5= Zlo] ofygt -89 oo vetd AA(AG)dA v FREE= A
oltt. metA Bolt A 2o FA AL o3t ojuFA HAE
wheh, A4St = AU A FA L o]dEA FES AHEH,
o] 218 thAHA A (intentionality) o] 9 u] A S A st olyYA = Eri}
Gadamer(1993)° ¢&td A2 72 7o A HY= 29 ¢
Aol Yehd dAkel gk Aol & Y fEe= U AAE 2
= A8k Zo] oy}, o o

Aolrt. ‘“g-g]7F AAR wubE 32 g ZAA 7 ofde tidE R A9
olm, 29 /ds Tkl Tx3tE FAQ Aol tF(Kneller, 1984: 28).
Adstoltt s Alst FolA He AP vdAFHgeH, e deEs o
Tote Ao, A geet Al des AAR I AP FA
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AE B Ak Pinar(1976)= A1 A FEFS b Algratel @
A gel A dojutha FAFALh old AE Qgkel FHo] A A
S SolA BATGT i AEFA 4G welsed Aol 7
Aol A AEFoE 4G Hete] GBS BE Ak EAY BAZ Fo
Agths ol A oloE At & AA el EAstE Azt A7)

A FEAEE] WA SolH EABE Aotk aHmE FedolA

A ahel WE SelM AAlet Edfle dEAgor wEolA= Aol

G, T A AAH A woz sele] AL @
T el A AARAEA sl o|E4 Jwre T gtk FARNEG

oz & ), FHdE SAFA ¥ TS A8 AS vt

o] Z o] >
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A4 Q1 A, Ao z% oldlHt) Grumet(1976)= FHldHES Tl o]
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olg}il Aot HA, A4l Uitel] EAEL AW AES Tate HA A
AMZE 725 ZFZ3 e slolgha v, 2001 165914 A
&), 284 Grumet= FHldE= A4 AzZLWA AL ofdeta g
AAEEAL vk AAlEA sl Feld WRolA A= ool AA
S Wog =yuls FAdA o4 whtge] Z- FolAe] AR H
A lFH Agbe] FoAoA dgHE AES AHIEER 3 FOoEA
Aol FEoREH AfFEA Tl ol Fate] Azre] WiHAl Al o
& bkl & A slFEvhE Aeolth(Fg 4 oF, 2006).
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(E 5 FHdA 7138 949 &

g By A A

% A
1 2 3 4
9 a4 24 %
(regressive) (progressive) (analytical) | (synthetical)
A AHEE | ofg 2 EAeA] ZAIN & | AAR Fole} | Al A<
A | s setel | Aol ~Hde vUE 2% | A A | S AF
el "y AR | e B wEf7t DA | v R =
A e Az BatetA A8 | 3 AbsgE
d3Fol #A9 RNEAE o3 | Hel volrtef
ofd A3 ks 3 o] o
FEFE IUYE g A =e o
g Eokw 55 45
1 2 3 4 5
A 534 | AT RTAN ) 27104 A H e} Q1 2]
(emotional (distancing) | €12 (arrogant | ¢1%](engaged (meta
white—-out) 2. perception) || perception) consciousness)
o141 9] ZRE gy gk AgS
ae Zhx1el WA | ARl 21 | ALY 1A | AR Y AR | ALY ARt
a7 A2l tiste] | A& AF | 9] To7F A | A dout | A3 A - H A
IS A7) | Aoz A | WA A | = EAE A | AL Aol
A 23 2k of #Ae 9o | Z]EAR QA2 | E3E
skl AAH | 3
of gltt= A
S MEs
o 2} A d(free association): ], o4 s|A& wjAS 1}04 A4 W
LE2F A FFd=E 3 ASHEH 2704 A dAd AAA ALEHe
4
- o L7 &7 (alienation): ¢l 38te] FAstA AZEH & 3
a9 S B FAAJN AR wEE F
- o o]l A 5 UA (empathic
identification): A}4le] AlA| o]
el tE MAE TAHolYA
o2 TUAEA &
=3 skl A, 2009, p.31, p.34ol A A T4
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