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Dasan’s Criticism on Chu Hsi Viewed from 7he Ancient and
Modern Annotations of the Analects of Confucius

Chung Hai Sun

Department of Koren Culture, The Graduate School of
International,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

In this thesis, Dasan’s criticism on Chu Hsi, found in 7he Ancient
and Modern Annotations of the Analects of Confucius , has been
examined. Dasan kept assuming a critical attitude to the exegetical
studies of Han dynasty and Neo-Confucianism, as seen in Distputes
on Five Learnings(FfZ3:%). The exegetical studies during Han was
thought to be devoid of wise reasoning, and Neo-Confucianism was
regarded to neglect finding evidence for hypothesis. On that sense,
his learning can be named Study of wise reasoning and confident
evidence.

Dasan criticised the annotations of Chu Hsi about the Analects of
Confucius with five methods : 1) find evidence from other sacred
books, 2) question the remarks quoted for Chu Hsi's argument, 3)
suggest the opinion of scholas as famous as Chu Hsi, 4) point out
Chu Hsi's self-contradiction 5) check the origin of words.

The Ancient and Modern Annotations of the Analects of
Confucius is full of criticisms to Chu Hsi with five methods seen
above. For example, Cho Hsi insisted that Ye(i&) is human nature
given by Heaven(God). But Dasan said Ye cannot be human's
nature and it is just only the system and law of a dynasty.

keywords : Dasan, Chu Hsi, he Analects of Confucius, The
Ancient and Modern Annotations of the Analects of Confucius, Ye
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