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A Study on the Pursuit of Female Identity

in Sylvia Plath’s Poetry

Lee, Na Kyung

Department of English Language and Literature,
The Graduate School

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This thesis aims to examine how Sylvia Plath pursues her female identity in
her poetry, especially in ‘October Poems.’ In the patriarchal society, poetry was
regarded as a ' male domain, so females could not have chances to express their
identities by writing poems. The“patriarchal society assumed that a woman should
be an angel of a house~and. a virtuous one. Plath denied the assumption to stand
up to oppression of the societyrand find her true identity.

Plath's poems depict women living in the jar, that is, the ideology of the
patriarchal society. In “Daddy”, the woman speaker is under the oppression of her
father, and in “Odd for Ted”, the speaker is supposed to belong to a man. Also,
“On the Decline of Oracles” shows how women are shut up within the patriarchal
ideology. “Maenad”, “The Disquieting Muses”, and “Medusa” deal with the
mother-daughter relationship in which a mother teaches and bequeaths her daughter
the values learned from the patriarchal society.

Plath married Ted Hughes to start the new life of her own and escape from

the influences of her parents. She tried to be a good wife and a poet, but she



got tired of her one-sided sacrifice. Her marriage was unstable due to Hughes’s
unfaithfulness which led to the dissolution of her marriage life. “The Applicant”,
“Purdah” and “The Couriers” show how marriage life forces women to make a
sacrifice. In “Sting,” the speaker feels pity for a queen bee stuck with torn wings
which is not unlike herself.

Plath chose writing poetry to find her identity. Writing made her a ‘small god’,
and it was the reason to live for her. In “Lady Lazarus” and “Ariel”, Plath makes
an effort to find her identity, and in “Fever 103" she tries to recover her
self-esteem by achieving her true identity. In “Edge,” her last poem, Plath has

completed her quest for her female identity. For Plath, poetry is a way of

establishing her own self-esteem and healing her of much-pain.

— i -



T

9
pl

fodste, 12

I3

s}

ARAE Ak 24

A=

2}~ (Sylvia Plath, 1932~1963)7}

3z

2 A AHS)

H] o}

SRR

°©

=
o

Al
15
2o

S
vl

1

o]

o)

1

s

S}

°©

m5e) o F49l

del A3
Hhg4

il S S G R S Y o
o oF OE T N Lt JE Lt N A,:v ;o,_ 1n__.o =3 :.L
° E W ar.ﬂxmmﬂw%wﬁa T
=y = - oo E R
o TO = A I~ X ‘UI TJ
~ X o< T <) o ol A A ny
o =18 o X0 = - o o) = ® o) O
= B T M oo oo &N
R oW TN — M
‘Hl EE ~ —_ :.L - E.:r o ‘m_ﬂ OE l Og
X H g G AR 2R o @
R R = a T NN . M_! N o O o
v on e T o= ' = 7 -
How/ SoH B o INE o Bos s
i A ey — < <%
D W ey Y R S TR )
_f g al SR e - TS N =
PR - B B~ N R - H =
T S RS el
o Ry R S oy -
) I i A - e e SO SE
< K S 0 = X ol
KA Ko, W i < el 5 X o
A T R o . By A -
T ) —~ K 14 5T ool T/} ) s o
= Rk X N & R - T To?
x WY N < R T~ R
1o° T K- — =L AP KO X o ZT
oy My e oA NGO ONUE S T e i ~
/Y @.o ) M T N o my %o o X <
o 4 ARAALC o AT L T Wy T W
A N Tk L s N it
o d ; r
W%M@%%Hﬂdﬁ.“mﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ
~I 0 ‘_Jl S _— '~ ~ ﬂ <R 0 jo
T o mm TP T T xO
W@@JWN oo T oW ow ow w9 b
. 0 )
x T g BARRIM YT o
T o7 ) R w_/r Hjn oo R T oo Hp W
BT o W o N OF R T RA o <

Sl
o)
=

golzA,

T

0
yal

H 9% F EZ|(Theodore

2}~ (Sylvia Plath),

At

PRz AlRIEs oM AsoZ ARG

3z

=

o]

=
o

H]o].
Roethke), & H|2]"H(John Berryman), &#l 71%8]1(Allen Ginsberg),

Al
=2

(Robert Lowell),
A 2~¥(Anne Sexton)
Rosenthal)e] 19673



wH o= sjelel v

O

X
il

%

\.mo
ol

o

o 9

PRE

y

I
.

[e]

ol A=

S

gje] Alel o

7|1 %= SHH(25).

S

2
o

spolth, olube, AQl Apale] Aeld §171} wbH, 28 %

Holbd e 271415 o]

—_—

22|
el

puze)

o
<

T

=

T Aele} ApAl

=
iy

Hr
o}

—_—

A2l Aol 7]

1

R

Aol #A)
oA 5

flac R =
o)

—

3 BAg AH a2 o

)

%O

3

°of ¢

2L
=

.
=

shikel 3ol wul, B4

1

1
i
I

ok 1 A

A

Aol A Adr 71 R

Ly

=]

9]

2

I

SAHET 106).. 2] o}
NNA Salw §e

}

R8s

o =

1t

)

Je

A

el

X
22

22

ojy

7

AR}

1

o] Aale]

=

=

&FA] e aLA

S

Fol 1 o] Al
o 9]

°©

=

[¢)

=

=

=
T

A 7}

A

Ale

1

A, kot 4

ksl
H

ok

227} 22 o] dol BBCSo] QEH
37}

o

ST
=

[

A},



T B
SR s H oo o T
T Y w ok .
ol - X
ey 25T wErEsEE
o o T X Lo P o s EOIOE - l
< " O E o i< o m N 2 s =
== — M —
RIS ° Jo o = X X W T WO sy ) ~ m.m T E M <
T W w 5 B oo X o o A woE oMT o) o S T o4 T
oy R Dol om B X T T om L OE o
W ) oo Cd _61A%Hia«9%a ad = o O g
Mo N o <y & i In wo = e T W mrt T B mA m_w
™ R = Wb n 1 /o AT MO e < = T Y T m N
oo B ~ ¥ 7 [y > B i A iy ° '
o’ T 2\ = = VR =" 5 NG T = P W T o
. wm bl o o ® = s m_v. M O 2 MMI Qe "o M it 3
TR N o_nﬂﬂuyﬂzﬂzlﬂ@ﬂﬁ =0 5w d 5
2 ﬁ! HrA H m jang _ui - ;ﬂ.mM J,Hl J,Hl ﬂ_ﬁ| _ZT ﬂﬂ i< ﬁo — ™ ﬂ.O! a ‘me— 1_,_A|O
G e T oE %zzzlﬁﬂIA% N .
e B 5 W o %_@.uwawj;.o o o W oo
s = 2 3 om ° ﬂ71a.Jx T w B %%10&1
ol 5 o o] XA =y N~ = T o T 0 —_—
oy s E e X o (2 * T o i = T ox o DS
N,ﬂ ol 5 = & W = = ol =Y o = ~ M 5 = 0 Y
o BoM S W o N i I P o M o N W 5 T
H ® W T & o " T M — <R i X %0 o . o < T )
= W ™ mn\ BN ﬂﬁ o Wm 0 pa ,m_pl 7' 1;L :.L ﬂ_Dl NE X Z_U ‘le o 53 s
oo E ST T ﬂaﬁﬂwg}ﬁ_aﬂﬁ%%umimﬂmzi
o E g G T E aﬁW%i%Wz;%%moﬂAmn
A 2 o o W ’ o O & & B o) D ™
S N N o X ; i) Tkl m W T ~— g <
w o = T N o X <X 0= Nr R <.y X = W g
R R - o N ~x T A =7 z1%¥&hﬂﬂﬂ
R~ ﬂ < . ETu mm_._ ﬁ_l N ~ O_.ﬁ 1 —_ 0 — a 4
- X ~ B dr ~ gl o T R B s N <
< n s 1 o a nul (I (R e . X o U~
X ™ o = ™ X o oIy =l Ayl o oW N B uy
CaRPY o T2 o = Ik AN\ 2w 5 o om oo
] i of T o o N = K A ¥ g S B — © < = - = ~3
o LR K Nm A iy o e X A ol CANAN
o) Mo T 2 G o %O ST om AN T e I
LS o5 o 11 o H 0 mn T o] o) - % 0 = i S oo B
X of- oy ™ P o . o ™ o) KR ™ © o < A "o
Sl N M&ﬂoﬁ_%wﬁﬁwﬂiﬂdxE_EﬁuuA%%Hme%
al S oAy £l ~ ; £l o o O = ro9 r
: x Z N = ©° of B 3 < A
%fwgzﬁzﬂﬂx&%%M%i%%%wzﬁi
1 BT < 1 _ i) N ‘UI ‘UI :_E ,.LL oy By
S OL ;OL Hl ‘;LOJ._ 4 HL Wﬁ a q W
J
T o BT



sloll A o] G2 ouF=A AR, M= oAl Aot

ol

T ohlizls FHES AT A& AZolA w3t &S AdeA. aga

VAol M= oehta Azd aha dd ool Aare] H4gE iy o4

[
—
o
e
2
o
=1
(@)
o
D
=
)
(@)
D
=
U):
i)
e
i)
rlr
52
rl
Jo
L
o
o
b
rlr
jin)
I
=)
I
=
L



Zetarh Akd 19409 23k 1950 =AMl ol A o Aol Al s EtE =
A& oA e} FH e FLsh= ool FH-o] Aol MRt HAATAA
AP AS AR S JdAo FHeR ozlom, oL 2l
o] S oddRe A A Fyrel ATk HehTt ofRAIERE F7] da)
A AAle] A8 RS ARG, FHflel & YY)y (The journals
fr21¥ s (The Bell JanolA Zdtx== A
Aol oo m A Ak Aok g Ada Ade] Be yE&S Hal 9l
T},

Q

KH
W
‘i
S

Q'

T
o)
=
fo
gi
_IZi
DX
X
r o

AN olRHEel A O HAE ol | Bels)FE Bl oby] wi A,
gl e A AERE Hel Ao FE =Rol} sof sk B o
A2 et A ko] B ol
o ofulet k&l vhael Mo HE $@& B glolth, B} Abvsh 44
FA4 Qo] ol 5 gl olAelets A4 B Lol ZIHBYES o

(Journals 77)

kg
T 4
7
V\
L
%
;
rlr

3
L
;g
OL

el AIAAE B S g%l aae Bom Holu Aorddel ode
Wi glon], AFelA ool A Roleh AlokEa g molx ek

EAE edch ool 2ok & HEE ohfgt oryrAe oJRE e
= Aoy, 58% $HS vuxud SeliA] @e AS Eed AdleR
AT e 5¥E 598 Ba
delA Aotk A obls Aol Ha, BAdE A& ohll FAVF Brka oA
A el Aoladel= Be Tty

aly
i
X
ot
ol
rot
iy
=2
X
N
32
als
2
o,
BN
B
)
fllo
b2
oy
S
©
2
Ac)
i
O
e,
©
a:)
o2

|
(@]
|



ol met o4 9

1 Aee) )

KeR
-

3

o]

—_
fife)

7b =7] whde]

{4

)
zd5

s

ol oA Aotz A2 A Ho Wiwe Ak

kb ATH(209).

bop” olgkar

3
pul

& gohrte

o 7
ooz el A} Aol Fe] S47 MR FlEy

Al

SREHE

s

& ©
dA =

wolt, Eeld) oy omre gl Ao}

=
=

BES

i
al

£l

0
LSS

oW

oA Blojwt

A

7712 A% Aol ool elgol F& Ak

oletd WAz ofAHeH 1=

=
=

1 20417] e1de] o d=7)

o3

-

Sl

ohst ol4zAe Qes

o AN A=

boh mA e} g

J|

vl

ANk Byete o4

s

)
’

[e)

|

o
-1

}ﬂ:

A S ATl b A4

157).

2]

ATk

PN
&

el
=

0

T Hojub

=
=

B

oApgol WAEe 4

- @ro
T

ol =

3)

= AlA ¢

A w5

al

e

a
ek 2L FAke] AlAel7]

Kol
=

L
=

A\=ie}
=

ojtt. A 1Y

=]
R

2w
= =

A

e



o, wreF 18l olgol gbeld et 1 o BUloju ol 4ol
AQeeln gl @B o 15 2 FAH e
BE B4 M e AER BART 28d SASe v o4Ho]

WY mep] Aol efd REee sl Adeld 97 Wit

A A FEe Bgs Ex e A u$ nEdta useE gHe Ao}
7har Sl wjell 2% z 2 o] 7haA] Abs|e] olu]x]
Z o}y Ao T3t Zet2~= BBC dEje ol Topm, 2 0S3) o] &

aYE SPAE v a9 ol A= Iy

7 2E Aleldal ovla S w Sk e AT B3 A Fdeldar oy
ol g 7HsAlol wj At AMER FA 2

T EFol 4l AR E wHARITh s 2 A

S o Ay ag s A 3 H-Adsjobu IR o2 RE Wold 4 gtk (CP

al
FEIQLS ARGAE ] ok g5 BT, 44 ouA|9} ojxw
2} 2



AHo] ofpA|E ol Zhis ofH Ao FAm QI3 Fdzts ANd )
AZE op A Al 2= ot T 59 AAS dddqew gdsta
Tk oA 7]oll A ofm A= pAkel Eehno] ofWX|RERE of e}, TR ALS ]
A SAA AA, AR AAd A BEE ofvkd, dA T4 Y 92E 52
ehAIEE Alo] Mol A skl ete ARl S ARl WA
o},

olAl Q= 8. ¢ o]

ot Ao, AL 7

A 24 A d gholu A |

A el s. eksta Fd A==,
2ol = 3 W AAE AR 722 ek,
opu, A ojmkE Fojofut Aol

o = AR flo] Eoh7FAAIRF 8
You do not do, you do net do

Any more, black*shoe

In which I have lived like a foot

For thirty years, poor and white,
Barely daring to breathe or Achoo.
Daddy, I have had to kill you.

You died before I had time—— (Ariel 48)
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Says there are a dozen or two.
So I never could tell where you

Put your foot, your root,



I never could talk to you.

The tongue stuck in my jaw.

It stuck in a barb wire snare.
Ich, ich, ich, ich,

I could hardly speak.

I thought every German was you.

And the language obscene (Ariel 48)
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An engine, an engine

Chuffing me off like a Jew.

A Jew to Dachau, Auschwitz, Belsen.

I began to talk like a Jew.

[ think I may well be a Jew. (Ariel 48)
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But they pulled me out of the sack,
And they stuck me together with glue.
And then [ knew what to do.

[ made a model of you,

A man in black with a Meinkampf look

And a love of the rack and the screw.
And [ said I do, I do.

So daddy, I'm finally through.

The black telephone's off at the root,

The voices just can't worm through. (Ariel 48)
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If T've killed one man, ['ve killed two—-
The vampire who said he was you
And drank my blood for a year,

Seven years, if you want to know.

Daddy, you can lie back'now.

There's a stake in your fat black heart
And the' villagers never liked you.
They are ‘'dancing and stamping on you.
They always“knew it was you.

Daddy, daddy, you-bastard, I'm through: (Ariel 48)
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From under the crunch of my man’'s boot

green oat—sprouts jut;

he names a lapwing, starts rabbits in a rout



- how but most glad
could be this adam’s woman
when all earth his words do summon

leaps to laud such man’s blood! (CP 29)
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My father died, and when he died

He willed his books and shell away.

The books burned up, sea took the shell,

But I, I kept the voices he

Set in my ear, and in my eye

The sight of those blue, unseen waves

For which the ghost Bocklin grieves. (CP 78)
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[ shall never get you put together entirely,
Pieced, glued, and properly jointed.
Mule-bray, pig—-grunt and bawdy cackles
Proceed from your great lips.

It's worse' than a barnyard.

Perhaps you consider yourself an oracle,
Mouthpiece of ‘the dead, or of some god or other.
Thirty years now I have-labored

To dredge the silt from your throat.

[ am none the wiser. (CP. 129)
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Scaling little ladders with. glue pots and pails of Lysol
R}A

To mend the immense skull-plates and clear
The bald, white tumuli of your eyes. (CP 129)

I crawl like an ant in mourning
Over the weedy acres of:your brow
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Counting the red stars and those of plum-color.
The sun rises under the pillar of your tongue.
My hours are married to shadow.

No longer do [ listen for the scrape of a keel

On the blank stones of the landing. (CP 129)

Abs V1T ES 8o Ekol W 2a, A4l o] AZke O Atel A
thal etk oAb obA| g O5S He=d il o] AETE A
< o x| o] ot HEH HojvhA Kokl eSS TR HEE 34
& f&id We= J o

gl 2xAst dEesA ALl g2 82 vHE A/ REH. Aol
Bosteld oA AE FEY AUE 2% dulglEe Aol Aldsta, &
BES Tty Aol & F 8l A bR glen BE Zlo] ¥l

= Rolet of7]v A g,

ir

Aoli, AAe FARE $AH LS AR olnw

FA kel A (“In Plaster”)oll A &Eebas Apotd] o ow Z45e L
Qe Ay IFAE B 1 G ddSo] RANoR ALU 458 RAF
al Qi

]%'IE 017)4\% Z,:'i‘:Hi ‘34\01% —”—,‘17]- g}\% 7{0]:[ x]% LHZ_,]\_oﬂ L:'_ /\]_%}O] 3}1\01:
o] A AH oz ek AR HE& =T A,
SE) 3 shek Abgro] 23 o $-UA.

TYE S Be flol. A% JAE T @ Aol AL,



ALRE P 2o Z7) Aol 1 o Aol slokT -
Y E ukx] =& A AHYE e o] Aol FRo]
't FAREd, 2] Bgol W g B R A4S

W7 glohe U E=A% 4 glol, 2gy 9 aue kel o

GALe 27} wde] AL B i A4S FAl & 4 Aok
TUE UE gy ol gel. A7k dny st Azken L,

aHAM F IUE o Foll 7HEFL ARAL AP YY dE YT -

I shall never get out of-this! There are two of me now:
This new absolutely white person and the old yellow one,
And the white person is certainly the superior one.

She doesn't need food, she is one of the real saints.

At the beginning -] hated+her, she had no personality ——
She lay in bed with.me like a dead body

And I was scared,~because she was shaped-just the way I was

She wanted to leave me, she thought she was superior,
And I'd been keeping her in the dark, and she was resentful —-

(CP 158)
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This month is fit for little.
The dead ripen in the grapeleaves.
A red tongue is among us.
Mother, keep out of my barnyard,

[ am becoming another. (CP 134)
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When on tiptoe the schoolgirls danced,
Blinking flashlights like fireflies

And singing the glowworm song, I could
Not lift a foot in the twinkle-dress

But, heavy-footed, stood aside

In the shadow cast by my dismal-headed
Godmothers, and you cried and cried:

And the shadow stretched, the lights went out.

Mother, you sent me to piano lessons
And praised my arabesques and trills
Although each teacher found my touch
Oddly wooden in spite of scales

And the hours of practicing, my ear
Tone-deaf and yes, unteachable.

[ learned, I learned, I learned elsewhere,

From muses unhired by you, dear mother, (CP 74)
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Dragging their Jesus hair.

Did I escape, I wonder?

My mind winds to-you

Old barnacled umbilicus, “Atlantic cable,

Keeping itself, it seems, in a state of miraculous repair.

In any case, you are always there,
Tremulous breath at the end of my line,
Curve of water upleaping

To my water rod, dazzling and grateful,

Touching and sucking. (Ariel 38)
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Overexposed, like an X-ray.

Who do you think you are?

A Communion wafer? Bluberry Mary?
[ shall take no bite of your body,
Bottle in which T live,

Ghastly Vatican.



[ am sick to death of hot salt.
Green as eunuchs, your wishes
Hiss at my sins.

Off, off, eely tentacle!

There is nothing between us. (Ariel 38)
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First, are you our sort of a person?

Do you wear

A glass eye, false teeth or a crutch,

A brace or a hook,

Rubber breasts or-a rubber crotch. (Ariel 6)
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And do whatever you tell it.

Will you marry it?

It is guaranteed

Now your head, excuse me, is empty.

[ have the ticket for that.

It works, there is nothing wrong with it.
You have a hole, it's a poultice.

You have an eye, it's an image.

My boy, it's your last resort.

Will you marry it, marry it, marry it. (Ariel 6)
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I gleam like a mirrer.

At this facet the bridegroom arrives

Lord of the mirrors!

Absence, I
Revolve in my

Sheath of impossibles,



Priceless and quiet (CP 242)
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I shall unloose —-
From the small jeweled

Doll he guards like a heart —-—
The lioness,
The shriek in the bath,

The cloak of holes. (CP 242)
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The word of a snail on the plate of a leaf?

It is not mine. Do not accept it.
Do not accept it. It 1S not genuine.
A ring of gold with the sun in it?

Acetic acid in a sealed tin?
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Lies. Lies and a grief. (Ariel 4)
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Frost on a leaf, the immaculate
Cauldron, talking and crackling
All to itself on the top of each
Of nine black Alps.



A disturbance in mirrors,

The sea shattering its grey one ———-—

Love, love, my season. (Ariel 4)
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Thinking 'Sweetness, sweetness.'

Brood cells gray as the fossils of shells
Terrify me, they seem so old.

What am [ buying, wormy mahogany?

[s there any queen at all in it?

If there is, she is old,



Her wings torn shawls, her long body
Rubbed of its plush ———-
Poor and bare and unqueenly and even shameful.

[ stand in a column (Ariel 60)
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They thought death was worth it, but I
Have a self to recover, a queen.

Is she dead, is she sleeping?

Where has she been,

With her lion-red-body, her wings of glass?

Now she /s flying

More terrible than she ever was, red
Scar in the sky, red comet

Over the engine that killed her ———-

The mausoleum, the wax.house. (Ariel 60)
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I have done it again.
One year in every ten

I manage it———-



A sort of walking miracle, my skin
Bright as a Nazi lampshade,
My right foot

A paperweight,
My face a featureless, fine

Jew linen. (Ariel 8)
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And I a smiling woman.
[ am only thirty.

And like the cat I have nine times to die.

This is Number Three.
What a trash
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To annihilate each decade. (Ariel 8)
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What a million filaments.
The peanut—crunching crowd

Shoves in to see
Them unwrap me hand and foot
The big strip tease.

Gentlemen, ladies

These are my hands
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[ may be skin and bone, (Ariel 9)
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Ash, ash ——-

You poke and stir.



Flesh, bone, there is nothing there——-—-

A cake of soap,
A wedding ring,
A gold filling.

Herr God, Herr Lucifer
Beware

Beware.

Out of the ash
I rise with my red hair

And [ eat ' men like air.(Ariel 10)
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Stasis in darkness.

Then the substanceless blue
Pour of tor and distances.
God's lioness,

How one we grow,



Pivot of heels and knees! —— The furrow

Splits and passes, sister to
The brown arc

Of the neck I cannot catch, (Ariel 28)
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White
Godiva, I unpeel ———-

Dead hands, dead stringencies.

And now I

Foam to wheat, a glitter of seas. (Ariel 28)
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The child's cry

Melts in the wall.
And 1

Am the arrow,

The dew that flies,
Suicidal, at one with the drive
Into the red

Eye, the cauldron of morning. (Ariel 28-9)
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The indelible smell

Of a snuffed candle!

Love, love, the low smokes roll

From me like Isadora's scarves, I'm in a fright.

(Ariel 52)
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Greasing the bodies of adulterers

Like Hiroshima ash and eating in.

The sin. The sin. (Ariel 53)
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Darling, all night
I have been flickering, off, on, off, on.

The sheets grow heavy as a lecher's kiss.

Three days. Three nights.
Lemon water, chicken

Water, water make me retch.

[ am too pure for you or anyone.

Your body

o
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Hurts me as the world hurts God. I am a lantern ———- (Ariel 53)
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Does not /my heat astound you. And my light.
All by myself I am a huge camellia

Glowing and coming and going, flush on flush. (Ariel 53)
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I think I am going-up,
I think I may rise ——-—-

The beads of hot metalfly, and 1T, love, I

Am a pure acetylene
Virgin

Attended by roses,

By kisses, by cherubim,
By whatever these pink things mean.

Not you, nor him.

Not him, nor him
(My selves dissolving, old whore petticoats) ———-

To Paradise. (Ariel 53-54)
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The woman is perfected

Her dead

Body wears the smile of accomplishment,

The illusion of a Greek necessity

Flows in the scrolls of her toga,

Her bare

Feet seem to be saying:

We have come so far, itwis over. (Ariel 80)
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Each dead child coiled, a white serpent,

One at each little

Pitcher of.milk, now empty

She has folded

Them back into her body as petals

Of a rose close when the garden

Stiffens and odors bleed

From the sweet, deep throats of the night flower. (Ariel 80)
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The moon. has nothing to.be sad about,

Staring from “her~hood of bone.

She is used to this sort of thing.
Her blacks crackle and drag. (Ariel 80)
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