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The Countercultural Poetics and Politics of Allen Ginsberg

Son, Junhyeck

Department of English Language and Literature, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This dissertation aims to study Allen Ginsberg’s poetry related to the US
political affairs. Ginsberg criticizes political actions of the US government
through his poetry. His countercultural stance against US government’s policies
and his personal experiences are combined to make him criticize the US
politics more straightforwardly. To Ginsberg, writing poems is a way of
revealing and responding to unrightful political actions of the US government.
In this study, I will focus on how he points out the wrongdoings of the US
government in various areas such as domestic policies, drugs and international
affairs.

His poems on American domestic politics are analyzed in chapter II. In the
whole life of Ginsberg, America’s oppressive mood troubled him. McCarthyism
was one of the major topics of his confessional poetry. Controversy over
“Howl” made him think about America’s oppressive social mood once again.
Politicians tried to control the American society for their benefit consistently.
They also waged another war against counterculture, which made Ginsberg
worry about America’s future. He pointed out the blunder of government policy

and expressed his wish for democracy for American people through his poetry



to his final day.

In chapter I, his poems on drugs are analyzed. Ginsberg used drugs to
write poems, but he thought the US Government made many victims of drugs
to achieve its political goal. He also thought the US policies on drugs were
wrong and the government even planned to set him up with drugs. So,
Ginsberg determined to gather information to fight against the government. In
that process, he came to learn about immoral acts of the US government. In
this chapter, Ginsberg’s opinion on the drug and the US policy on it are
discussed.

In chapter IV, his poems on international affairs are explored. Ginsberg
experienced international political atmosphere during his overseas travel.
Especially, he felt the oppressiveness of communist regime very deeply in
Cuba and Czechoslovakia. The experiences led Ginsberg to pay much attention
to oppressive policies of the US government during the cold war period. He
wrote poems on international political affairs related to the US government and
also joined the rally against US war policies. In this chapter, I will focus on
how Ginsberg dealt with these affairs in his poems.

Because the US government’'s wrong policy continued, Ginsberg never
stopped criticizing it. He mentioned about irrational politics of the US
whenever he felt it was needed. The countercultural poetics and politics of

Allen Ginsberg are based on such intention.

Keywords: Allen Ginsberg, Political Poetry, Drug, War, Reportage, Democracy,

Counterculture, Common Good.
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images of the thirties,

depression and class consciousness
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Who represents my body in Pentagon? Who spends
my spirits’s billions for war manufacture? Who
levies the majority to exult unwilling in Bomb

Roar? "Brainwash!” Mind-fear! Governor’s language!
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“Military -Industrial-Complex!” President’s language!
Corporate voices jabber on electric networks building
body-pain, chemical ataxia, physical slavery

to diaphanoid Chinese Cosmic-eye Military Tyranny
movie hysteria—Pay my taxes? No Westmoreland wants
to be Devil, others die for his General Power

sustaining hurt millions in house security

tuning to images on TV's separate universe where
peasant manhoods burn in black & white forest
villages—represented less than myself by magic
Intelligence influence matter—scientists’ Rockefeller

bank telephone war investment Usury Agency
executives jetting from McDonnell Douglas to General Dynamics
over smog-shrouded metal-noised treeless cities
patrolled by radio ear with tear gas, businessman!

Go spend your bright billions for this suffering!

Pentagon wake from planet-sleep! Apokatastasis! (CP 491)
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Jerry Rubin arrested! Beaten, jailed,
coccyx broken—
Leary out of action—“a public menace . . .
persons of tender years . . . immature

judgment . . . psychiatric examination . . .

I.e. Shut up or Else Loonybin or Slam

LeRoi on bum gun rap, $7,000

lawyer fees, years negotiations—
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my body? my neck? my personality? (CP 508)

What do I have to lose if America falls?
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300 homeless slept outdoors Tompkins Park N.Y.C. July 29, 1989 (CP 982)

300,000 mental patients dumped on streets 1970s-1980s

3,600,000 estimated American Homeless
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Does that mean war on every boy with more than one earring on the

same ear?

against every girl with a belly button ring? What about nose piercing?
a diamond in right nostril?

Does that mean more plainclothemen high on LSD at Dead concerts?

What about MTV-—no more Michael Jackson, no Dylan Subterranean
Homesick Blues? Yoko & John no more Give Peace a Chance

Will there be laws against Punk, Generation X, the Voidoids, Slackers,
Grunge?

Blues, Jazz, Bebop, Rocknroll? Where did it get countercultural?

What about Elvis’ Pelvis? Sonic Youth dumbed, Cobain’s screams
banished form Nirvana?

No more grass on college campuses, Mushrooms stomped to death by
the Elephant Party?

What about African-Americans? That's a terrific Counterculture, &
what about the Yellow Peril, Chinese Restaurants? New Age

Cooking? Is Japanese Sushi too much Zen? (CP 1082)
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And the American public’s sissy too

Scared if they don’t give everything in their pockets to Defense

Department

the muscle men at the Pentagon and tough guys at CIA'll

beat up Congress and Supreme Court

and take over the whole Western Block. (CP 869)
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Decriminalize addictive drug problem, doctors can cure addiction or
provide maintenance if no cure. Reduce mass—million expense
on narcotics—addicted political prisoners overcrowding courts

& jails, Medicalize drug trade.

Decriminalize marijuana, its disadvantage are minor; reserve hemp
grass as unadvertised private small cash crop for failing

family farms, encourage hemp fabric industries.

Privatize & entrust psychedelics to medical educational priestly
professions, End Military monopoly on LSD research and

development. (CP 1064)
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Purge U.S. military death squad subsidies in Salvador, Guatemala, etc.
We backed up dictators in Zaire, Somalia, Liberia, Sudan,
Angola, Haiti, Iran, Iraq, Salvador, we're responsible: admit

it then figure ways out.

Open CIA & FBI & NSA archives on Cointelpro raids, Government drug
dealing, Kennedy/King assassinations, Iranian Contragate,
Panama Deception, Vatican, Hand & Lavoro Bank thuggery, etc.
including Bush-Noriega relations and other CIA client—agent

scandals. (CP 1065)
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Open all secret files on J. Edgar Hoover-Cardinal Spellman-Roy Cohn-
joe McCarthy alcoholic Closet-Queen Conspiracy with Organized
Crime to sabotage the U.S. Labor Movement, Native African—
American Hispanic & Gay minority leaderships; and blackmail

U.S. Presidents Congress each other for half century.

Get Government Secret Police (DEA CIA FBI NSA etc.) off our backs by
the next millennium. (CP 1065)
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4 Sniffs & I'm High,

Underwear in bed,
white cotton in left hand,
archetype degenerate,
bloody taste in my mouth
of Dentist Chair
music, Loud Farts of Eternity—
an owl with eyeglasses scribbling in the
cold darkness—
All the time the sound in my eardrums

of trolleycars below
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taxi fender cough—creak of streets—
Laughter & pistol shots echoing
at all walls—
tic leaks of neon-the voice of Myriad
rushers of the Brainpan
all the chirps the crickets have created
ringing against my ears in the
instant before unconsciousness
before,—
the teardrop in the eye to come,—

the Fear of the Unknown—

One does not yet know whether Christ was
God or the Devil—

Buddha is more reassuring.

Yet the experiments must continue!

Every possible combination of Being— (CP 250)
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What sphinx of cement and aluminum bashed open their skulls and ate up
their brains and imagination?

Moloch! Solitude! Filth! Ugliness! Ashcans and unobtainable dollars! Chil-
dren screaming under the stairways! Boys sobbing in armies! Old
men weeping in the parks!

Moloch! Moloch! Nightmare of Moloch! Moloch the loveless! Mental Mo—

loch! Moloch the heavy judger of men!

Moloch the incomprehensible prison! Moloch the crossbone soulless jail-
house and Congress of sorrows! Moloch whose buildings are judg-
ment! Moloch the vast stone of war! Moloch the stunned govern-

ments! (CP 139)

FE UM Hole ABEC] AREZ izl ofo] 5 o] AW E5o
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sHoR SAAYd BIE FAT 2HdA vheks @ AEel = A9 A
o &A FAH olek 2ol
Az e Al mhebe Al dede f5she @ etk thael 18

e TYd = W, (“Wales Visitation”)oll M= 1=¥ 19 1¢l gt 1}

e AR e AA FAE 2o
FoE 48 9E ek A RehAE FAABE S0l
o} obEEA TEU Aol
et #47] & Aol A fd AfolZ AF nyn—

White fog lifting & falling on mountain—brow
Trees moving in rivers of wind
The clouds arise
as on a wave, gigantic eddy lifting mist
above teeming ferns exquisitely swayed
along a green crag

glimpsed thru mullioned glass in vally raine— (CP 488)

2@l o) A A kg stachael A mHol el vl
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Marijuana is a benevolent narcotic but J. Edgar Hoover prefers his deathly
scotch

And the heroin of Lao-Tze & the Sixth Patriarch is punished by the electric
chair

but the poor sick junkies have nowhere to lay their heads

fiends in our government have invented a cold-turkey cure for addiction as

obsolete as the Defense Early Warning Radar System. (CP 176)

ol d8F HEA Ezv 1= £ =7 E8(]. Edgar Hoover)2+=
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Eustachian tube clogging— (CP 532)
ok

Cannabis excellent for drying lymph-

glands, specific relief for
symptoms of colds, flu,
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Valley)ol 54 798kl A753 ojgel & o 1=t F98 7

Zro] 258 FAEt 7] wlFolAtH(Morgan 459). Thaoll 1-8FH =
roAl 4 H (“News Bulletin)E 24 ® A% A g &1 A9
3}

o Al ks AL E5S XY ofH] T xvH(Abbie Hoffman)©]

i

"Criminal possession of a controlled substance—
Marijuana” came over the radio

I got mad & sent Gov. Rockefeller a
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million pounds of Cocaine

crystal skull postcard
It'll begin all over dope raids (CP 613)

Abbie Hoffman just got busted
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7t s AR sote e AAE =AAY, ofd =42 Wyt 3A A
= 7F gEfol G Ao Zefstel A FE G A FAFSHHT feel like
the noose of the police state is closing in on me. I've had the
experience of police states in Prague, and it’s very similar)”a Z3it}.

o] &2 & Efdz=el 19689 49 144A} 7IALRE AAEHA A7 E 8t

Nz=w s v=xAge] ik Mo gt vjdS WA Fokth v=A
Fo Biko EA7F Q7] wiiEel @ o] s ATtk Fargk Al ol
AA7] wiimolth., m=e] Ao e ojopr]dt= Twlwm A RAT &£ o

48 S 7|tEl s 59),(“Numbers in U.S. File Cabinet(Death Wai
to Be Executed)”)o| A% 7121 1¢] H|3o] Holx= AL 1 wjio|t}

100,000 & F&5 Az
385000 ©Hl &5 A=A & @ 3
30,000 55 “EW =487 A1t

11,000,000,0002 2] <4k vk A 1990

100,000 alcohol deaths yearly

385,000 tobacco deaths heart attack cancer a year
30,000 deaths “illicit substances” yearly
$11,000,000,000 budget war on drugs 1990 (CP 982)
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They are sending a message to the youth of America

Smoking medical marijuana’s all right

They're sending a message in cartoon saloons hard-ass blokes look
like camels smoke Camels at the bar, 5 years olds love it,

To the youth of America they're sending a message

CIA no official connections to Contra coke dealers in New York Times
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cent Senior citizen crackhead readers (CP 1110)

Washington Post expert crackheads send same messages to adoles—
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For I was arrested thrice in Prague, once for singing drunk on Narodni
street,
once knocked down on the midnight pavement by a mustached agent who

screamed out BOUZERANT,
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once for losing my notebooks of unusual sex politics dream opinions,

and I was sent from Havana by plane by detectives in green uniform,

and I was sent from Prague by plane by detectives in Czechoslovakian
business suits,

And tho’ I am the King of May, the Marxist have beat me upon the street,
kept me up all night in Police Station, followed me thru Springtime
Prague, detained me in secret and deported me from our kingdom by
airplane.

Thus I have written this poem on a jet seat in mid Heaven. (CP 361-62)
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Dynamite in forests,
boughs fly slow motion
thunder down ravine,

Helicopters roar over National Park, Mekong Swamp,
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Dynamite fire blasts thru Model Villages,
Violence screams at Police, Mayors get mad over radio,
Drop the Bomb on Niggers!
drop Fire on the gook China (CP 468)

A= oy F7bE ofdstd 12w 19639 5€9 31Ul AtolF
(Saigon)ell Z=2Hete] v A EZ7AES WUA Ha, HEY AR 3|
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AT} oA} el

The psychiatrist came visiting this Hotel 12th floor—
Where does the Anger come from?
Outside! Radio messages, images on Television,
Electric Networks spread
fear of murder on the streets—
"Communications Media”
inflict the Vietnam War & its anxiety on every private skin
in hotel room or bus—
Sitting, meditating quietly on Great Space outside—
Bleep Bleep dit dat dit radio on, Television
murmuring,
bombshells crash on flesh

his flesh my flesh all the same.— (CP 481-82)

o] "TAZtare] I #,(“An Open Window on Chicago”)& HIE W
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Rows of bamboo huts in the flood

Open drains, & wet families waiting for food
Border trucks flooded, food cant get past,
American Angel machine please come fast!

September Jessore Road rickshaw
50,000 souls in one camp I saw



Where is Ambassador Bunker today?

Are his Helios machinegunning children at play?

Where are the helicopters of U.S. AID?

Smuggling dope in Bankok’s green shade.
Where is America’s Air Force of Light?

Bombing North Laos all day and all night?

Where are the President’s Armies of Gold?

Billionaire Navies merciful Bold?
Bringing us medicine food and relief?

Napalming North Vietnam and causing more grief? (CP 581)

Nz 27k BE(Bengal) A&l AASF FFEAS e A=
e & o] Al WEdtd Al ¢ Aesde HolFH A AET. o
AlZE 2291 19719l B EtE Al A = 3] A 2}
Al EEAAg] AT AEE AYE AFoZ AL MY BEES
AAZ] 98 =l 0] A& AAERE et Holdo 1=
a7k AR AR Ee] HFEE o] FAE HI AL AAo] JEFE mH

WaetdAE el glel @WE Adelgita & & Uthslam 29).

rok

N

@ 2ol AL £x MBS Az1e e Rtk A=ws) Falol
A% A4e FEES n=vsk A4S wske olf7k el ¥



Aol g ool s Azte] upel 71z <l

A Ak 2% Azke 2w Nzwae] FEA Free
1

olth. A AAG Aol P sy

& AAE Aot ANBo] WEYE E5EAY] AE g5 e
A A oHE FlsAel e FolA AL HolAY Ad@h 2w 0
o AAE AA W fAAY. NzwaE AEHen rwEe|aT
1-917],(“Capitol Air”)9b & 2Hale] Ao od 4FEL e

AR el 19 M gt wAYAE A% AZsUn

W wade) 18 A8n clopEeel 2u/E AL

_62_



=)
H]
rlo
oo
o
e
ol
k
oo
o,
=
1=
o,
)
o

29l Aplas FANAGUD

f2lo] 256 ddol A 1A stol A

td
rin
_O‘
E
rlo

2o gFas QavEze) EAERd ¥ nillk AL
FAHGeH: AAT AEUT 284 2 Fol Bl
ol YAk Melpe ARRES Wn Yyt

golie tite nFor sdsdsyr 17t 52 FUS vyl wide

The Generals say they something worth fighting for
They never say what till they start an unjust war
Iranian hostage Media Hysteria sucked

The Shah ran away with 9 Billion Iranian bucks

Kermit Roosevelt and his U.S. dollars overthrew Mossadegh
They wanted his oil then they got Ayatollah’s dreck
They put in the Shah and they trained his police the Savak

All Iran was our hostage quarter-century That's right Jack
Bishop Romero wrote President Carter to stop
Sending guns to El Salvador’'s Junta so he got shot

Ambassador White blew the whistle on the White House lies

Reagan called him home cause he looked in the dead nun’s eyes (CP 753)
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The fact is, the Russians are sissies

And Chinese big yellow sissies too

Americans by their nature sissies

Ran away to the New ‘World & beat up Indians,

Now we're gonna let Peabody Coal take their Four Corners away!

So sissy we exploded Atom Bomb on Japs!

I myself a famous sissy, it takes one to know one

and know State Secretary XYZ a prissy sissy

Gave his nickels to Indian killer Juntas in Guatemala

Too freaked out to look El Salvador Deathsquads in the eye

Yelling tiny Nicaragua’s a big threat to undernourished Mexico! (CP 869)
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In nineteen hundred forty-—nine
China was won by Mao Tse-tung
Chiang Kai-shek’s army ran away

They were waiting there in Thailand yesterday

Supported by the CIA

Pushing junk down Thailand way

First they stole from the Meo tribes
Up in the hills they started taking bribes
Then they sent their soldiers up to Shan

Collecting opium to sell to The Man

Pushing junk in Bangkok yesterday
Supported by the CIA (CP 997)
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Brought their jam on mule trains down
To Chiang Rai that’s a railroad town
Sold it next to police chief brain

He took it to town on the choochoo train

Trafficking dope to Bangkok all day
Supported by the CIA

The policeman’s name was Mr. Phao
He peddled dope grand scale and how
Chief of border customs paid

By Central Intelligence’s U.S. A.LD.

The whole operation, Newspapers say

Supported by the CIA (CP 997)
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Now Richard Secord and Oliver North
Hated Sandinistas whatever they were worth
They peddled for the Contras to ease their pain

They couldn’t sell Congress so the Contras sold cocaine (CP 1000)
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They discovered Noriega only yesterday
Nancy Reagan & the CIA

Now coke and grass were exchanged for guns
On a border airfield that John Hull runs
Or used to run till his Costa Rican bust

As a CIA spy trading Contra coke dust

They discovered Noriega only yesterday
Nancy Reagan & the CIA (CP 1000)
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Ramén Milina Rodriguez of Medellin Cartel
Laundered their dollars & he did it very well
Hundreds of millions through U.S. banks

Till he got busted and sang in the tank

It was buried in the papers only yesterday

When Bush was Drug Czar U.S.A. (CP 1000-1)
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Now when Bush was director of the C.ILA.
Panama traffic in coke was gay
You never used to hear George Bush holler

When Noriega laundered lots of cocaine dollar

Bush paid Noriega, used to work together

They sat on a couch & talked about the weather

Then Noriega doublecrossed his Company pal
With a treaty taking back our Panama Canal
So when he got into the big White House

Bush said Noriega was a cocaine louse (CP1001)
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The Cold War ended, East found hope,

The U.S. got hooked in a war on dope

Glasnost came, East Europe got free
So Bush sent his army to Panama City
Bush’s guns in Panama did their worst

Like coke fiends fighting on St. Marks & First (CP 1001)
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When Schwarzkopf’'s Father busted Iran’s Mossadegh
They put in the Shah and his police the Savak
They sucked up his oil, but got Ayatollah’s dreck

So Thirty years later we hadda arm Iraq

Though he used poison gas, Saddam was still our man

But to aid the Contras, hadda also arm Iran

Mesopotamia was doing just fine
Till the Ottoman Empire blew up on a mine
They had apple orchards in Eden and Ur

Till the Snake advised George Bush “This land is yours”

The Garden foul’d up, brimstone came down

In the good old days we had plenty ozone
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The British & Americans & Frenchmen all

Took concessions in the Garden So the Garden took a fall
Got addicted to Emirs and their fossil fuels

Police state Sheiks & Intelligence ghouls (CP 1002)
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From a Mickey-Mouse war on cocaine & crack
We dropped a million bombs on the kids in Iraq
How many we killed nobody wants to tell

It'd give a lousy picture of a war they gotta sell

When they wave a yellow ribbon & an oily flag

Just say ves or they’ll call you a fag (CP 1003)
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Millions of people cheering and waving flags for joy in Manhattan
Yesterday've returned to their jobs and arthritis now Tuesday—
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