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A Comparative Study on the Chinatown between Korea and Japan

-Based on the Chinatown in Busan and Nagasaki-

LIU YAN

Department of History, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Overseas Chinese are people of descendants who Ilive outside the
People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China(Taiwan). While studying
abroad in Busan, Korea over 2 years, my interest regarding the Chinatown in
Busan began to develop, in some aspects of the origin, formation and
development of the people living in Chinatown of Busan.

This study will take a close look at the Chinatown in Busan, Korea and
one in Nagasaki, Japan. To investigate more on the similarities and differences
of the Chinatown between two cities, a comparative was carried out. To large
extent, the Chinatown of two cities was compared to each other, covering the
life style changes among Chinese living abroad, formation of the their society
and development of Chinatown.

This study is based on various Chinese-related research literature from
Korea, China and Japan, while providing opportunities for interdisciplinary
research and study. And it was attempted to analyze Chinatown through

examining its background, the process of transformation and on-site talks. In



order to get a deeper perspectives of their real lives and thoughts, I also
carried out an interview for some Chinese people living in both Busan and
Nagasaki.

It clearly show that there are distinct similarities and differences between
2 cities, ranging across areas of formation of the Chinese communities, the
birthplace, the identity and perception of overseas Chinese over time.

In summary, my study explores not only background history of
Chinatown establishment, but also current status of overseas Chinese that
should not be neglected. In that sense, continuous studies on Chinatown and

overseas Chinese people have to be implemented.
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