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Comparative Study of compliments between Korean and Chinese

SONG ZHENHUA

Korean Language and Literature, Master of Arts

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This comparative study is focus on daily compliments, and the cases are
from the reality TV shows <2 A& 3 0O{2>and <let's fall in love>, which
are made in the same pattern, one is from Korea, and the other is from
China, both are very popular in recent two years. This comparative study
mainly aims to support the culture exchanges between the two countries, and
the language education in Korea-China international families, by analysising the
similarities and differences about the compliments in the two reality TV
shows.

Chapter One tells the necessities and importances of this essay by discus-
sing the normal communicating barriers both in Korea-China international mar-
riage and culture exchange .Chapter One also summarize other scholars’ studies
in this field.

Chapter Two, starting from the related theoretical background of compli-
ments, investigates the concept and the response, summarizes the fuctions and
features, reviews other scholars achievements, analyzes the types of compli-
ments and responses in detail.

Chapter Three introduces the related content about the 21Ist episode of <
2| 48 MO L> from Korea and the 26th episode from <let's fall in

love>from China, summarize the locations of the collected compliment cases,



states why to choose this object and topic.

Chapter Three comparatively analysises 6 aspects , which are the compli-
ment types, compliment grammar structures, compliment vocabulary, compli-
ment subjects and objects, compliment functions, according to the collected
cases from the reality TV shows from Korea and China.

Chapter Five further analyzes the reasons for the differences from culture
background .

Chapter Six summarizes all the results of this essay and make a final
conclusion. In conclusion, the proportion of direct compliment is more than
60% both in Korean and Chinese. The syntactic structure is relatively monoto-
nous in Korean, in contrast, Chinese compliments are more complex and
diverse. Chinese use more second person pronouns. The proportion of ad-
jectives is more than 90% for both Chinese compliments and Korean
compliments. In this study, Chinese used verbs to praise others, but Korean
did not. For praise subjects and objects, the two countries both mainly praise
the person you talked with, Chinese praise the person’s possessions more, op-
positely Korean praise the person’s capabilities and skills more. For the gena-
ral praise fuctions, Korean and Chinese are the same mostly. For the re-
sponses, Chinese use more modest expessions, while Korean use more grati-
tude expressions. The difference between this study and other studies is that
all the cases are from the latest reality TV shows, the information is new and
authentic. On the contrary, there are certain limitations, which need further

supplements.
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