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Abstract

Life Histories about the Experienced Difficulties of Two Early
Childhood Teachers Nurturing Their Children

Lee, Hwang Soon

Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University
This study explored the narratives of two mother—teachers
working by focusing on their difficulties while working in a
kindergarten or a day care center and interpreted the meaning of
life of mother—teachers who raise their children in these days. In
this regard, the purpose of this study was to understand their lives
and hardships experienced as mother—early childhood teachers,
providing practical implications for teacher education and teacher
policy. For this purpose, this study set up the following research
question: “What is the meaning of difficulties as a mother—early
childhood teacher through the teaching career life history of Mrs.
Hong and Mrs. Lee?”
The narrative methods among the qualitative research methods
were used in this study. The stories of Mrs. Hong and Mrs. Lee
working in a kindergarten and a day care center respectively were

recorded and transcripted throughout seven interview sessions.



The ideas after interviews were written in the form of reflective
journals. The research attempted to add her own experiences and
reflect herself with the researcher’ s journal per each session,
keeping the balance in data collection and data interoperation.
Moreover, the researcher tried to demonstrate the narratives of
the two mother—teachers’ semantics of experiences in texts
composed of individual and unique events. Based on these texts,
their narratives were classified into the themes according to the
events and time from the past to the present, which were divided
into inter—subjective subjects. The researcher collected the
semantic texts of the difficulties experienced by the two teachers,
and conducted a qualitative analysis that inductively derives the
subjects through hermeneutical reading. The analysis result
according to the research question is as follows.

Above all, the themes were divided into the life history of the
two mother—teachers and the difficulties experienced by them so
that the key words including ‘I have a 3D job, an early childhood
instructor’ , ‘the forced silence of pregnancy and childbirth’ ,

‘the boundary between mother and teacher’ , and ‘the alienation
from policy discourse’ were deduced, which implied the meaning
of difficulties experienced by the two mother—teachers, Mrs. Hong
and Mrs. Lee. First, a mother—teacher of early childhood education
institution was recognized as a 3D job. For Mrs. Hong and Mrs.
Lee, revealed such low job consciousness when experiencing

marriage, pregnancy, miscarriage, turnover, and retirement. Second,

_Vi_



they were forced to silence. Getting married, pregnant, giving birth
and raising children led them to give up their work. The
suppressed feminity could be seen in their lives. Third, they stood
at the boundary between a mother and a teacher. They played a
role as an instructor in the educational field and did their best as
a professional; however, they experienced a double burden of not
having enough energy to take care of their own children when
returning to home. Fourth, it was found how mother—teachers
were marginalized from research and policy discourse on
mother—teachers. Welfare policies for them should be offered with
institutional resources. Next, the difficulties of Mrs. Hong and Mrs.
Lee showed the following two aspects regarding the lives of the
mother—teachers working in the early childhood education fields.
First,, caring, nurturing, and teaching children have been perceived
as woman s work from a traditional point of view, a woman who
is also a mother tends to experience stress and burn—out while
working as a teacher at the same time. Second, they hope for
receptive and positive future even they ponder over the best
choice in their daily lives and giving up for children.

The conclusions of this study are as follows.

First, the narratives of two mother—teachers described the lives,
worries, and conflicts of married early childhood teachers with
children: the self—esteem as a teacher and responsibility as a
mother, and their position and reality felt like other beings rather

than an integrated existence. Although they also had strong will

- vii -



and vitality to overcome such challenges, they were excluded from
policy and social consideration.

Second, the married early childhood teachers with children
expected the government policies for work—family balance or
alternatives and wanted to find the appreciated position of a proud
‘mother—teacher’ . Therefore, the society should pay attention to
the teachers’ treatment and welfare, and the relevant policies
should focus on teachers in the actual fields, not lawmakers, with
the field—oriented alternatives prepared. The institutional
supplement for mothers and teacher training for enhancing the
professional competence that mother—teachers can offer 1is

required as well.

Key words: career life, married early childhood teacher with

children, the difficulties of mother—teachers
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© A7E U 93] BEeA du-ste Azde Rd A
Zota. 1 Hol] AMd 7HE FEAUE A Zeota. dAlsta YuletHe
AR | dEoiM @k fla AR =9 B ot
o] Zua A AT wlo] FzwtolgtE YU A=d 1 AITH
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S AE stuh AlZE SA7F dAlel Hsdl, of dalol
2w oxEA Z RbERA FAsEA AV o o AR gl

7b ZIREFEAL Aol Hotold o] gttt
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