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A Study on Direct Corrective Feedback for Low-level Students of English
in a Korean Middle School

Yeon Hee Choi

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of Direct
Corrective Feedback(CF) in the writing abilities of low-level performers at a
Korean middle school. It has been highlighted that learners should achieve
four interrelated skills of English, which are listening, speaking, reading and
writing for such a long time. However, most teachers in Korea tend to be
reluctant to provide enough chances for low performers to participate in
writing activities in that teaching writing requires lots of time and effort.
However, teachers should not give up on teaching writing skills and keep
thinking about how to teach writing effectively. Providing feedback on the
learners’ writings is one of the possible solutions. In particular, for low
performers, Direct CF is considered a better way than Indirect CF because of
learners’ overall abilities to understand the errors and correct them. Therefore,
this study tried to see whether Direct CF is really effective for low level
students’ writing abilities.

To achieve this purpose, the researcher conducted a case study of twenty
one ninth grade students in a low-level class at a local middle school in

Busan. The learners were encouraged to write tasks in the textbook and the



researcher provided Direct CF and brief explanations below the errors that the
learners made. After showing them the feedback, the learners were asked to
write the same tasks again. The findings from the study are as follows: Direct
CF seemed to produce some improvement in low performers writing abilities.
Even among the low level students, the higher the level of their writing
abilities, the higher the chances of development were shown.

The results of this study seem to suggest that the Direct CF and
revision activities were effective for the middle school low performers in
Korea. Therefore, teachers should continue providing feedback and encourage
students to keep writing in English. One thing to remember is that this study

was aimed at low performers only. Thus, further research might be needed to

analyze which types of feedback would help better for other levels of students.
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art. art, WW art.

A dog stole bone from butcher. He escaped with having bone. When the dog was

prep. art, art.

going through bridge over the river he found dog in the river.

<9 4> vE} Qo] oF A T|=we] o 2(Ellis, 2009, p. 102)

(1) (2) (3)
A dog stole bone from butcher, He escaped with having bone. When the dog was
(4) (5) (6)
going through bridge over the river he found dog in the river.

(1), (2), (5), and (6)—you need ‘a’ before the noun when a person or thing is mentioned
for the first time.

(3)=you need ‘the’ before the noun when the person or thing has been mentioned
previously.

(4)—you need ‘over’ when you go across the surface of something: you use ‘through’
when you go inside something (e.g. ‘go through the forest').
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..... 1. Does Alex know how 2. Does Alex know
to distinguish colors? how locount 7

ez
i
F_

Show Alex different Show Alex different
iy B colored numbers and colored blocks and ask
I ask questions like questions like "How
4 E “What calor three?” many red blocks?"
Y \
| Alex can distinguish Alex can count up to
seven colors. | | __sbxobjects |
I LISS viD2 SR S TME S8 A, O
ST PN A7) |
1. Hi= Title)

= HEol= H37 ZxiE 72
Research Report on Alex, an African Grey Parrot Jﬂgﬂ&l A fﬁ.rg_-_.l,.h ﬁg

To find out how smart Alex was we did two experiments, | THS0] SH2IX| 3 cha|
|

. . o e 5 DI IR} O)SoY R
First, to find out if Alex knew how 10 distinguish colors L we §1i LL' g:'; ?\»!E-?E Pﬁé;_—o'l
showed him different colored numbers and asked questions like I 2. =2 Introduction)

H3e RE(Research |

o ? ?H
What color ihree? " Secondly, we showed Alex : Goal) % 1 28§ 077 '
different colored blocks and asked questions like P ovel BRIE WES
" How many red blocks * Thils was to sée if ;F;:Ize;rch Questions}E :
he knew how to count i | 3, YHExperiments)
: | o2 u2se ot O ¥
Through these two experiments, we learned that [ o1 o Aayet Aidio] W48

e/ e 2 R oo
| 2 AEerl
4. PolResulls)
y | w0} 4] 58 HBs}
of Af TAAE TNSA 7|
&80 2AE ofRalfict |
F = ——

Alex could distinguish seven colors and
count up 1o six objects

y Super Smart Animals 115
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Research Goal, to find out how smart Alex is,.
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1 ingush|
Research Quesnms.ojc:f, A krow how o dst 2 Does Alex know 74

(B =) Wexe OEA 2A4F A=A TUM?)L

(Ao O3 a8 V882 TR o

how - Alex different colored numbers|Show Alex different colored blocks an
and ask questons like “What color|ask - gquestions bke ~How many red
Experiments.) |three?" . blocks 7.+

(Wt (Alex0fy CHE M2 YHY 23HP R0 [Aex0P CHE 422 4N #&F 20
F1 32 S Mo|UPRt Y2 WEHEL CRUM RS R YTy Y2 A
). 28 1),

o -+l .ol
Results ) lAlex can distinguish seven colors.e!  |Alex can count up o
FH Alexs 770 4§ F8% + UR)Y  |[Alext 12 BW1R @ &+ UL

Step2 910 5= SIS 0= GF SadE 298] B

o
Research Report on Alex, an African Grey Parrot.
(OrZ2|Z} 2| WA Alex0 H2t AR 2IA) o
To find out we did two experiments. .
(Alex?t YOPLE SE5H2] Lopr| st 2Bl £ 7] UES et o
First, to find out if Alex knew we showed him different colored numbers and
asked questions like ~ P

(1AM, Alex?t AZES TEE F ORSA YobmI| YA D2 AlexolH| ALl CHE £2tSE 2oixD
32 BE AP UES HCE L

Secondly, we showed Alex different colored blocks and asked guestions like

- T

£ HRIE, Q2|5 AlexOll7i AZO| CHE BESS HOIZI THI E22 ¥ WY 22 WES WH)
This was to see if he knew |

(O] 2 Alex?t 2AFE Mo FEE Of=A LOIE7] HSHMIAT) »

Through these two experiments, we learned that Alex could ,J

and L

(O £ XS B3 22U Aex’t YT CHA M TET 4 USH BHE 044 WA 4 £ UTHE
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To find out , we did two experiments. J
(Alex?t ROFL S£312] YOLE7| Y3 L= £ 712 4ES HH) o
First, to find out if Alex knew , we showed him. different colored numbers and

asked questions like “ g )

(AA, Alex?t M2 FEE F OI=AL WOLEZ| HEliM 22l Alext? M7Z0| LHE 2AEE 20 F1

32 24 Mrm 22 B2 WO U

Secondly, we showed Alex different colored blocks and asked questions like .

. 2"

T 2, 22|= AlexOf|H M7Z0| GE SEES2 EORT "H7t 252 ¥ 7 T2 UEE ML)
This was to see if he knew |
(012 Alex?l £2HE M BHE OF=A LotR?| ffsiqaEn) o

Through these two experiments, we learned that Alex could ]

and J

(O] & 4EE 38 F2AS Alex?t ¥E 71X MZE AEY 4+ A28 EFUE M 774 A& 4 ATE
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Show Alex different colored numbers|Show Alex different colored blocks and

ask questions like “How many red

blocks?”
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Research Report on Alex, an African Grey Parrot
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To find out _hew siMary Alex 5 we did two experiments.
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First, to find out if Alex knew ho To als Vinplh colors, we showed him different colored numbers and
asked questions like “Whai color Theee
LEE £ Oh=R| YOLRZ| M 2= Alex0f|| M7Z0| CHE £AES HoFD
32 & MPI PR USRS UL
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“How wany ved blocks

2+

rad

(& HMZ, 22|= Alex0|#] A7Z0] T2
This was to see if he knew ;
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Through these two experiments, we learned that Alex could &
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Research Report on Alex, an African Grey Parrot
(OFZ2|7} S|4 WA Alexo] T 6T HTA)
mory Alex T we did two experiments.
(Alex7 YOpt %312 gomn@a L2|s £ Jx| AHES fCt)
First, to find out if Alex knewl Vingish culere, we showed him different colored numbers and
asked questions like "@br “heee ?”

(R, Alex?t M7ZHE FEE-F OfLEx| YOREY| PIBIM SEIE AlexOl] MO| CHE £AHEE HOIFD
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To find out how smay+ Alex T , we did two experiments

(Wex?t DLt £2242) ototwy] of3) 92 £ Mg sic)

First, to find out if Ale: ferncw bow umh h cobors, dve showed him different colored numbers and

asked questions like * Wha+t cole 'three 2"
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“ How wavy red blocks .
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5 Whet do you think about
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oo bw etforfioy - | Celich mpde T e .
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Kung fi Pands
1 3aw Kung Fu Fanda last westcnd, The movie is about a_kung fu fighier who saves the workd, The

main characters in the movie are Po, » kung fu fighter, and his friends. 1 tiked Po mest. The mavie
Loma wary sunce and tuit of getien scenes, which made it exciting — ’J
Srannad ko O

- 45 -




B2 g mIpM 73} DA} T SH of A

7. Let's Go to the Movies 13
SR | T30 22 oS WOl 2ol & Ysiel U UVER @ 4 UL | N 350 ABrrm

Step 1. Z|Z0f & °"§1‘°ﬂ Giet o8 WEo el E*I':f

Question (&)
1. What is the title of the

movie? egr (TJangled ) Kung Fu Panda
(B2te] MEE RAYYUNN)

2. What Is the movie about? | %% W ond ek wig, . | @ kung fu fighter who saves

(¥2he Rolof ciet Hialr) [Rarema) T | the wond
3. Who are the main
characters in the movie? BHiag (K apunzet ) Po and his friends

(Z=te] Folme S2oYn?)
4. Which character did you

Rt‘m.uw[_ hey oy [mrwl, & heyse

like most? 2EH g | B 95 Al Po

(ol FHRYEAE 7F3F Folgiuinl) P e

5. What do vyou think about

the movie? Rwny and 23 funny and excifing

(Z=foll cHah AT Azishz)?) =
I LAY)
15tepZ UM T UEE HiEoz ¥ AAEE 243 =Alch
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— -3

T;:m L}:['{l ~.
1 \ " .
| saw _ 2% st | weevend . The movie is about
e
Si%3y togc Weir ond W of= Witeh . The main characters in the

e or RapunzZal's (ME2IPIZITREeed. SGaG i) )
movie are 2tz , @ vev Lg{-feh__f\iex

Re \fun—t’lg A @ [ : - Aabal, B )
1 liked 'Airx the most. _The woute wos Very fowny ond RS5AY, gt 0000000
: Fouehing |

[ake b omati. . uhich made Tk jpyd
W wes se beour ful g wede we hc\ﬂ%,'
the stovy
Celor A e\ Soifiee JRE 13 SI4ZN S1gck )
oD TAGE B9 A
Kung fu Panda
| saw Kung Fu Panda last weekend. The movie is about a_kung fu fighter who saves the world. The

main characters in the movie are Po, a ku fu f ter and his friends. | liked Po most. The movie

f nd f
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Step 1. 220 = Fsio] tigt o3 Y20 S A

1. What is the title of the

movie? 2t EH Kung Fu Panda
(gzle] mge AN
2. What is the movie about? |2}=# hair and wich a kung fu fighter who saves
(dats oo it 2Qunt?) | magic the world
3. Who are the  main
characters in the movie? 2t Ed FPo and his friends

(Zste] FolzE $FALMT)
4. Which character did you
like most? 2tER, HXE T, HAlex Fo

(ol FHEEE 7P Folghunl?)
5. What do you think about

the movie? funny and ZE% funny and exciting
(F=joll s o{BA A2 |7i?)

Step2 fI0jAf ©Et LBE HIESR @it ZARE Y HAICL

il A
| saw _torgled @md . The movie is about
B Ropmze|'s  Wiogic hoir 4rd Yhe  wikh . The main characters in the

1

movie are _ Ropunze| . her @,,4 and o hoyee .
| liked hai{ blex the most. __The movie wos yery %:ng prel bok oyl .

Wi made e ctopcki

o X

9, 5im,, 0nd BB |huiciogg orgd
her 4 B+ 1 T
aA) ally

Kung fu Panda_
| saw Kung Fu Panda last weekend. The movie is about a_kung fu fighter who saves the world. The
main characters in the movie are Po, a kung fu fighter, and his friends. I liked Po most. The movie
was very funny and full of action scenes, which _made it exciting.
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