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An Analysis of the Effects of a Short-Term English Immersion Program

Taught by Canadian Teachers

Yang, Mi Jin

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to analyze the effects of a short-term
English immersion program during the English camp taught by Canadian teachers.
It examines the degrees of the students’ interest and participation in their
English study when they were exposed to short-term English language
environment. Moreover, it investigates the degree of enhancement of each skill
of language by ‘'analyzing the effects of the short-term immersion program by
each grade. The English camp was held for three weeks ‘during the summer
vacation in 2013 and there were 91 elementary school -students from 3rd grade
to 6th grade. The venue was a local university in Busan. This special program
was funded by the Busan Metropolitan City Office of Education (BMCOE) as a
part of a program to prepare young students for globalization.

The following results were drawn from this study. First, the participants’
interest in studying English has been increased. The comparison of the
pre-survey and post-survey shows that not only students’ interest in studying
English was enhanced, but also that in practical English was motivated by the
English camp program. Second, the effect of a short-term immersion program was

gimilar to the students of all grades without any significant difference. The



classes of the camp were graded depending on English ability. However,
regardless of students’ grades, the effect of the immersion program showed the
gimilarity in the English improvement, participation and interest. Third, the
speaking ability was improved most greatly, although there was overall
improvement in English speaKing, listening, reading, writing, and grammar. The
students reported in their interviews that this resulted from the Canadian
teachers’ efficient teaching method and the immersion program.

On the basis of the findings from the study, the following proposals can
be made: Supplementation of the curriculum is needed for qualitative
improvement of the immersion program. There is a need to satisfy participating
students’ learning demands along with qualitative improvements in the lessons
by researching and conducting major subjects’ curriculum, such as math and
science, which are necessary for immersion study. In addition, lessons should
be complemented for even development of the language skills. The particular
efforts need to be poured into complementing teaching methods and selecting

teaching materials as well as tools for it.
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<55 3>
AR HEA YT ZAE)

Teacher Questionnaire 1

¥ For the purpose of this research only, please fill in the following
information:

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Please indicate your gender. Male / Female

2. How long have you been teaching? exclude extended periods of

absence (e.g. career breaks).
@D 1-3 years @ 4—5vears @ 5—10 years @ Longer than 10

3. What grades have you taught at your 'school? (multiple choices

possible)
@O K—-3rd grade @ 4th—6th grade @ 7th—9th grade

@ 10th—12th grade (@ Others:

B~

. Do you have any. experience teaching ESL students?
@D Yes @ No
5. Had you ever been to Korea before?

D Yes (Specific reasons: )

@ No
6. What camp number do you work in?

7. What grade level are your students?

_53_



B. Please reflect on your teaching experience at various ESL camps in
countries such as Korea and provide your thoughts in the following

areas:

1. Which of the following are the two most important qualities for

teachers?

D Believing in all students' abilities to learn

@ Praising and encouraging the students to learn

@ Using fun and creative activities

@ Considering various_students' learning styles

(® Building respéect and trust with the students

® Having good classroom management skills / strategies
(@ Having positive interaction with students

Working well with students from different cultures and
backgrounds

© Other(Please specify: )

2. What are some of the-areas-of need for Korean students so far?

(multiple choices possible)

@D Cooperative learning and working in groups

@ Critical thinking @ Confidence in speaking English
@ Presentation skills (® Pronunciation

® Creative writing @ Participation

Others
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C. Thinking about this camp which you have taught for the last 3 days, how
much do you agree or disagree with the following? For each statement,

please check the appropriate box.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly
So-so

Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

1. Most of my students seem
to enjoy English Immersion
program.

2. My students and I respect
each other.

3. I know all of my students'
names.

4. The students get to be
creative and use their
abilities in the camp.

5. The students appear to
understand what I say.

6. The students speak
English 'spontaneously
and confidently.

7. The students seem-to
enjoy their group. work.

8. My students are willing"to
try new vocabulary.

9. Teaching in this camp is
challenging.

10. I feel emotionally safe
and supported in my classes.

C. Please use this space for any other comments you would like
to make:

Thank you.
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<HEZ 4>

ALE AEA] (AUt ZARE)

Teacher Questionnaire 2

¥ For the purpose of this research only, please fill in the following
information:

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. What camp number did you work in?
2. What grade level were your students?

B. Please reflect on your teaching experience at-.this camp and provide

your thoughts in the following areas:

1. The students in my class-have made good progress. in these areas:

@ Cooperative learning and working in groups

@ Critical thinking @ Confidence in speaking English

@ Presentation skills (® Pronunciation of words

® Creative writing (0 Participation

Others
2. 1 would suggest-that -next steps! for .the class as a whole would
include:

D

@

3. What do you think are the most important issues that need to be
addressed in this camp?
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4. Thinking about this camp which you have taught for the 3 weeks, how
much do you agree or disagree with the following? For each statement,

please check the appropriate box.

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly
So-so
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

1. Most of my students seem
to enjoy English Immersion
program.

2. My students and I respect
each other.

3. I know all of my students'
names.

4. The students get to be
creative and use their
abilities in the camp.

5. The students appear to
understand what I say.

6. The students speak
English 'spontaneously
and confidently.

7. The students seem-to
enjoy their group. work.

8. My students are willing"to
try new vocabulary.

9. Teaching in this camp is
challenging.

10. I feel emotionally safe
and supported in my classes.

Thank you.
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